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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION — LIFE-SAVING APPLI-
ANCES, PLEASURE RESORTS.

Mr. RAPHAEL (without notice) asked
the Minister for Railways: In view of the
tragedy that was narrowly averted at Cowo
during the week, will the Government take
steps to see that proper lifesaving appliances
are provided at the various pleasure resorfs?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re
plied: T am not aware that it is the respun.
sibility of the Government to provide life-
saving appliances at pleasure resorts.

Mr. Raphael: My gquestion was net in-
tended to mean that the Government them-
selves should provide the lifesaving appli-
ances, but that they should see that these
responsible should do so.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I do
not know that we can even do that, but T
will look into the matter,

QUESTION—MINERS’ PH'l.‘HISIS ACT,
AMENDING LEGISLATION,

Mr. MARSHALL (without notice) aswed
the Minister for Mines: Can he give the
House any information as to when he will
present the Bill {o amend the Minery'
Phthisis Act, if the rumoured statement that
such a Bill is to be introduced is correct?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
The strict answer to the question is: Yes, T
can.

Mr. Marshall:
you will do so?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 do not
know when I shall be able fo do so, but it
will be as early as praeticable.

Then will you tell us when
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BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANOE ACT
CONTINUANCE (No. 2).

Introduced by the Premier
first time.

and read a

BILL—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT
‘ {No. 2).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR, MILLINGTON (Mt. Hawthorn}
[4.37]: 1 have examined the Aect and the
amendment embodied in the Bill. I find that
it affects Section 100A, which was enacted
to empower the collection of a special tax
for the payment of bonuses for certain
specified vermin. The provision in the Bill
will mean that instead of the Commissioner
of Taxation being required to assess the
value of unimproved land, he now has
power, under the provisions of the Bill, to
arhitrarily fix that value, and on that value
he can assess for the purposes of the special
vermin tax. I presume that course is neces-
sary on account of the legislation recently
passed under which taxation on boldings
that would ordinarily have been assessed, was
abolished. The deletion of Subseetion (G)
of Bection 100A is necessary because the
commissioner already has full power, and
therefore there is no need to furnish him
with inséruetions us embodied in Subsection
(6). Thus the Commissioner of Taxation is
possessed of arbitrary powers. T do not
know if, in using those powers, he will take
the prezent values or whether he will give
some consideration to the altered land valnes
due to the depression. I would like to sound
a note of warning to the Minister., If the
values are forther decreased to any extent,
it will seriously affect the amount that will
be colleeted as vermin tax. The rates were
originally 1d. and Yd. in the £, and they have
heen vednced to V5d. and Y4d. in the £
respectively, T do not know the position of
the pool at present, but T presume it has
heen somewhat depleted since the decrease
in the rates was authorised. There is evi-
dently trouble ahead if the commissioner
deereases values to any considerable ex-
tent, thus affecting the amount that will he
paid into the pool from which bonuses are
paid.

The Minister for Agrieulture: Probally
the rates will have to he incressed, or the
honuses decreased.
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Mr. MILLINGTON: That is so. But if
the honuses are decreased, that may tend to
defeat the ohject for whieh the legislation
was passed. It would be better for the State
to maintain the honuses at the present
fipure. I believe the honns system has had
the effect of controlling the spread of din-
eces, foxes and eaglehawks. If we were
to  discontinne the practice of paying
bonuses, it would mean that all the money
zpent and work done in the past, would be
veeless. T take advantage of this ocea-
sion to impress upon the Government the
necessity of finding suflicient money to con-
tinue the existing bonus payments for ths
destruction of dingoes, foxes and eagle-
Lawks. While the Bill is necessary, it
certainly eonfers arbitrary powers upon
the Commissioner of Taxation who will now
determine, without any instructions so far
s 1 can nascertain, what assessments shall
be fixed. He has not to eomply with the
cenditions  formerly laid down under the
Land and Income Tax Assessment Aet,
1907-1924, I draw the attention of the
Government to the danger I have indicated
in the event of decreased values seriously
affecting the vermin tax contributions to
the pool. I trust the operations of the
fund will not be interfered with to an ex-
tent that will render the whole effect of the
iegislation abortive, The Minister for Ag-
rieulture will have to give close attention
to that phase, and see that the fund is not
depleted. I trust that the amount of
bonuses now paid will be continued. I
stupport the second reading of the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee withont
duvbate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1931-32.
In Commitiee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr.

Richardson in the Chair,

Department of Agriculture (Hon. P. D.
Ferguson, Minister).

[ASSEMBLY.]

Vate—Department of Agriculture, £63,613
(purtly considersd) :

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [448]: I do
not intend to find fault with the depart-
ment; what I bave to say will rather be
in praise of it. There is no escaping the
fact that the officials are doing a great
deal of work in the interests of the pri-
wary producers and the settlement and wel-
fare of the State. The system of experi-
mental farms is proving of enormous value.
I had the privilege of being present at the
Merredin State Farm field day, and was
astounded to find the amount of good work
being done there, particularly with the dif.
ferent varieties of wheat.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: It is not as good
as it was a few years ago.

Mr. BROWN: I had not been there for
two years.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The Merredir
State Farm needs close attention,

Mr. BROWN: A large number of
farmers attended and they were greatly in-
terested in the different varieties of wheat,
the dates for sowing, the quantity of ferti-
liser used, and the yields. It had been a
diy season and the greater part of the

wheat in the districtc was hardly
worth veaping, but on the State
faxm a very decent yield was pro-
mised. That speaks volumes for the work
of those responsible. If they are able to
impart their methods to the settlers

in the surrounding distriet, mueh good will
result. 1 congratulate the Minister upon
having introduced the system whereby
farmers may exchange a quantity of their
wheat for supplies of seed wheat. To ob-
tain seed wheat from another distriet is
always advantageous. When I was farm-
ing in Vietoria, we found that we got the
best results with English barley if we ob-
tained a change of seed from New Zealand.
The growers of barley were careful not to
use the same seed on the same land for two
suceessive years, Their experience was that
by obtaining seed from a distance, higher
vields were obtained. Latterly many new
varieties of wheat have come into wuse.
Some of the varieties that were favoured
by farmers eight or 10 years ago are hardly
used now. It has been possible to hybridise
wheats and make them thorcughly suitable
for special districts. We now have a wheat
for dryv distriets that will mature much
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earlier than other wheals and give better
yields. Nowadays wheat is liable to many
diseases, and to cope with them is a matter
for the plant pathologists. Disease in
wheat is largely influenced by the season.
A certain variety may be grown in one sea-
son and an execellent yield cbtained, but
in the following season the same variety
may give a very poor yield, By developing
different varieties at the State farms, much
useful work has been done towards increas-
ing the yield of the State. The system of
experimental farms is a good one, and I
commend the department for the work
being done. Dairying is an industry of
which I have some knowledge, I can elaim
to have had considerable experience of eat-
tle. We are endeavouring to improve our
dairy cattle by breeding cows that will pro-
duce greater quantities of butter fat. Much,
of course, depends upon the feed provided
for the stock. I recall that years ago one
of the best milkers for guality and butter
fat was a Hereford eow, but that breed is
considered to be beef cattle rather than
dairy cattle. We are trying to breed cows
that will produce a good quantity of butter
fat as well as beef. I am not keen on the
zone system. A little while ago I inquired
in the South-West how the cattle were far-
ing, and was informed that there was a
danger of their getting rickets. At certain
periods of the year it was advisable to
chanpe them over to drier districts. Every
settler is not able to do that, but if the
cattle have o be kept in the wetter districts
thev become subject to disease. I do not
know whether the disease is attributable to
the Zamia palm or to the grasses growing
there, but the fact remains that the cattle
of the South-West are prone to certain dis-
ease. In the Denmark district we were told
of a wasting disease. Cattle ‘were dying,
but the cause of the disease was hardly
understood. This is a matter for investi-
gation by the veterinary officers. A ques-
tion of supreme importanece is the variety
of feed to be grown to make dairying pay-
able. We have subierranean clover and
many other varieties of English fodders
- that have adapted themselves to various
parts of the country. TUnless the settlers
of the South-West conserve fodder to carry
their stock over the long dry summer, the
quantity of milk produced in that season
must seriously diminish. T advise the Min-
ister for Agriculture to consider the erec-
tion of silos. Fodder must be conserved at

4805

the right period of the year if the milk sup-
ply is to be maintained during the dry
period. The dairying industry in this State
is progressing by leaps and bounds. Pro-
ducers have overtaken loeal butter require-
ments, and a shipment of butter has beeu
forwarded to Loundon. I do not know
whether that shipment has been sold, but
I hope it realises the highest price. Dairy-
ing is a useful sideline on a wheat farm.
Those farmers who milk five, six or eight
cows have sufficient money coming in from
the ereamery or butter factory to keep the
home in groceries. There is a fair amount
of hard work attached to dairying, but it
is one of the best possible sidelines for a
cereal grower. The system of introducing
pedigreed stoek from the Eastern States is
a sound one. I do not know whether it is
possible to obtain all good cattle. I saw
one lot of several hundred dairy -cattle
a few vyears ago that had been im-
ported from the Bastern States, and
I was surprised to find almost every
breed known in Australia represenfed
in the mob. The majority, however, were
milking Shorthorns. Most of them cams
from Queensland, and 1 wondered how long
it would take for them to become acclimat-
ised. @ When they are put into country
where the Zamian palm prevails, and where
other fodders grow that are not the hest
feed for cattle, there must be considerable
iosses. I do not know what the losses have
been, but I fear they have been great. At
the time I have referred to, there were many
fine cows with calves at foot in the wheat
Lelt that could have Lieen obtained for the
South-West, but when I mentioned this to
an official, he said it was impossible to get
the number required. When cattle are pur-
chased in the Fastern States, the freight
and other charges involved in bringing them
kere muost make the price considerable. Tt
is infinitely better to send into the farming
distriets eattle which have previously been
acelimatised to onr conditions. I do not
agree with the member for Beverley con-
cerning the Importation of horses. I cer-
tainly do advise the Government to pur-
chase stallions. It is a better idea to subsi-
dise farmers in the purchose of stallions,
for thiz would enable them to breed sunitable
horses. The expense would be too great
for the Government to start purchasing
stallions in large numbers. They should
not think of starting a stud farm for the
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breeding of horses, for I am sure the result
would not be satisfactory. It is not desir-
shle to keep every eolt that is bred. In
~cme years the majority of the foals on a
stud farm may be fillies.

Mr. J. I. Mann: It is nearly always half
and half.

Mr. BROWN: Not half of the colts are
fil to be kept.

Mr. Doney: Not five per cent.

Mr. BROWN: It would take the Gov-
ernment 8 long time to breed enough stal-
lions with which to supply the farmers. The
stallions that were purchased by Mr. Car-
roll were splendid speeimens of the Clydes-
dale breed. The system in regard to dairy
cattle is to secure the best pedigreed bulls
that are available. We are told that under
the zone system the Jersey cow is deemed to
be the best for one part of the State, the
Guernsey for another, and the Shorthorn
for another and so on. A man who has had
experience of Jersey cattle in the South-
West told me they were too delicate for
that part of the State and eould not thrive
in the cold climate. He says the Guernsey
is the better cow. I strongly favour the
milking strain of Shorthorn. What we want
is a general utility heast. A Jersey steer is
a very small thing and is difficult to get rid
of. If people went in for general utility
eows, they would have progeny that would
within a reasonable time fetch a decent
price in the market for beef. T am not in
favour of killing off young cattle if they can
be fattened np and marketed when they
weigh 500 or 600 lbs. When a dairvman
gets together 50 or 100 eows he soon finds
that some of them are not profitable. He
then wants means with which to fatten them
and sell them as beef. If he pavs £18 or
£20 for a Jersey, and it turns out a duffer it
will fetch very little when sold for bheef, and
most of his money is gone. The progeny of
a good all-round heast will soon grow into
money and feteh a reasonable price in the
market. If I were dairying I would get
together a geperal utility herd that would
give good milking results and produce mar-
ketahle progeny. The pig is an animal that
depends very largely an the way it is fed.
Tn my belief it is possible to make any pig,
no matter what its breed is, grow into a
reasonable weight. When | was a boy T
caught a wild piz. By feeding the animal
it was possible to bring him up to 200 lbs.
I was surprized to see sa many splendid pigs

[ASSEMBLY.]

of so many varieties at the last Royal Show.
The Berkshire is apt to get too fat. The
Berkshire porker will grow as quickly as any
pig T know of and will fetch a good price.
Then we have the larze white pig, the York-
shire, and the Tamworth. e bhave fo find
out from experience which is the best pig
for bacon. That ean be ascertained from
those who make a study of the pig-raising
industry. No doubt many of the pigs that
have been imported from the Eastern States
will preve an asset to us. I remember when
Mr. J. Morrison of “Water Hall” introdueed
Berkshires from England 30 years ago. We
still have that strain here. It is a good
strain, and the progeny is as good as any-
thing in the Eastern States.

Mr. J. I. Mann: We need fresh blood.

Mr, BROWN : Nothing degenerates so
quickly as a pig when it comes to in-
breeding. IProperly handled the industry
should go ahead. I was speaking to a man
from Foggitt Jones recently. He said one
consignment of 1,000 carcases had been sent
to the 0ld Country, and sold very well
There had been a repeat order. If thal is
the case, there should be a big future for the
pig-raising industry here. Pigs and dairy-
ing go together. A dairyman does not sell
his milk, but he separates the cream and
disposes of that. He then has his skim milk
for his pigs. That feed, in conjunction with
what he may grow by intense culture, gives
him an opportuntty to turn over a large
number of pigs in the course of a year. 1
listened attentively to the remarks of the
member for Mt. Magnet concerning the
Veterinary Department. I do mot know
what he meant, whether he thought it should
be made a separate department, or whether
he thought it should be retained under rhe
control of the direetor. I do not know
whether he was hitting at the direetor.
Owing to the financial depression it would
not he advisable to have different heads. We
cannot expect the director to have an inti-
mate knowledge of atl these things. He has
administrative ability. If he possesses good
departmental officers, he ean see that they
are working to the best advantage and carry-
ing on their branches as economically as

possible. T take it that is all the direetor is
doing now. Tt appeared to me from the ve-

marks of the hon. member that many of the
departmental officers have been doing the
work, and the kudos has been going to the
divector. I do not think that is so. The hon.
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member did not explain himself elearly. In
the present circumstances the system in-
augurated in the department is in the hest
mterests of the State. 1 hope the Veterin-
ary Department will be preserved. We do
need the best veterinary kmowledge we can
get. We have diseases to cope with both in
the North-West and the South-West.

Mr. Coverley: We have none in the North-
West.

Mr. BROAWN: I understand there are
pleuro, red water and other diseases up
there. Some disease may break out in horses,
although we do not get many from the
North-West. The Rinderpest was a terrible
disease for our stock in the South-West, and
we can never tell when some such thing may
be introduced into this State. The Vet-
erinary Department must be kept up to date
in case of emergency, and the officers must
bhave the knowledge requisite for dealing with
eases that may arise. Our wool expert, Mr.
MeCallam, is doing splendid work. Many
farmers are now considering the advisability
of breeding lambs for export. We shall have
to keep British-bred sheep for that purpose.
Some favour the Southdown, others the
Shropshire, and others the Border Leicester,
and so on, I firmly believe in maintaining
the flock in all its purity, and that there will
always be a demand for merino wool. We
have now a snrplus of sheep. Off shears
there will he thousands of sheep available
for the thousands of farmers who have none
at all. If all the farms were fenced in, now
would be the time for stocking them up with
sheep, thus providing the setilers with an-
other line npon which to fall back. T re-
member that a few years ago the question
of growing cotton was discussed. I under-
stood an expert was brought from Queens-
land and that he reported favourably upon
the project. What became of the report T
do not know, neither do I know whether
the expert thought that the labour would be
too dear or what troubles would arise. T
do know, however, that eotton is growing in
Queensland and that the erops are made to
pay. I listened attentively to the member
for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) on the subject
of tropical fruits which can be grown in
Western Australia. At present the only
hananas to be bought here eost 1s. per dozen
and are small miserable things. If bananas
ean be produced here, every encouragement
should be given to that end.
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Members: They are grown here.

Mr. BROWN: I did not know they were.
We should he able to supply our own wants
in that respect, and similarly with regard
to other troptcal fruits. Can Western Auns-
tralia grow sugar beet and thus produce its
own sugar? Ezxpert opinion should be ob-
tained, and experimental plots should be es-
tablished. I do not know whether the grow-
ing of sugar beet has already been tried
here. TIf it can be grown successfully in
Western Australia, we shall be independent
of Queensland and eseape the burden of the
sugar honus. Tobacco, I understand, grows
well in Western Australia, especially in the
South-West. The quantity may not he there,
but the flavour, I understand, is equal to
that of any tobacco in the world.

The Minister for Agrieultnre: There ave
3,000 acres under tobacco.

Mr. BROWN : I am extremely glad to hear
it, and hope the tobaceo industry will go
ahead. The member for Guildford-Midland
(Hon, W. D. Johnson) said that but for the
Country Party a compulsory egg pool would
have been established. I de not know
whether the hon. member believes in mon-
opoly. I think he does. Does he believe in
competition? What is to prevent the estab-
lishment of a voluntary pool?

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You are supposed
to represeni the producers, not the agents.

Mr. BROWN : The hon. member evidently
believes in monopoly. I hold that competi-
tion is the life of trade. No doubt the vol-
untary wheat pool is doing a great deal of
good, but hundreds of farmers declare that
those who sold straight out to the wheat
buyers did best. In fact, such cases have
come to my personal knowledge. If there
were a world pool of wheat, the market
conld be eontrolled; but at present we can-
not control the market. Let us glance at
the egg pool. No doubt the farmer’s wife
krings in the eggs produced on the farm,
sells them to the local storekeeper, and
comes home with the cash. There is nothing
io stop her from sending the eggs to the
market in Perth, and having them sold at
the ruling priee.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Do you think she
gets the value of the product?

Mr. BROWN: At certain periods of the
yvear good prices are not obtaipable for
egzs. At any rate, there ean be no control



4898

over the hens. At certain periods of the
vear eggs are plentiful.

Mr. Panton: What is the eause of that?

Mr. BROWX: Poultry breeders can re-
gnlate their chickens. Since the member for
Cruildford-Midland  introduced his Egg
Morketing Bill, what has been the price of
eugs in Perth? It has been up to about 3s.
per dozen, owing to searcity. The farmers
nearly all keep fowls and produce some
egg< fur =ale

Hon. W, D, Johnson: Do you think the
farmers get a fair price for their eggs?

Mr. BROWN: Tt is a matter of supply
and demand,

Hon. W. D, Johnson: Are you, as a pro-
ducers’ representative, satisfied with the
priees obtained?

Mr. BROWN: The member for Guild-
ford-Midland is supposed to represent the
workers: yet he wants an unfortunate man
on 7s. a week to pay 3s. per dozen for eges.
Where does the consistency come in as re-
gerds reducing the cost of living?  Coun-
try Party members had good reason to op-
pose the lion. member’s Bill.

Hon, W. D, Johnson: I can see that you
had.

Mr. BROWNXN: The hon. member’s object
wax merely to save the poultry farmers in
the metropolitan aren, especially those
around Guildford. There is nothing to stop
the poultry farmers from forming a volun-
tary pool for the export of eggs. The
trouble i<, however, that small producers
would come on the market and bring down
tie price of eggs. Moreover, the hon. mem-
ker's Bill contained such anomalies that we
eonld not sapport it.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: You were afraid
of the principle of the Bill. TYou are a
commnercial representative, not & producers’
representative,

AMr. BROWX: Now T wish to say a few
words about Forrestania. There was a fair
amount of settlement in the district, but
tlic present opinion is that the ground is too
salt to produce wheat, Tn view of the good
work already accomplished st the experi-
mental farms, it would be advisable, prior
to extendine zettlement, to establish an ex-
rerimental farm in the Forrestanis, distriet.
That district represents the only good land
with an assured rainfall remaining unseitled
in Western Australia,

Members: (h no!

[ASSEMBILY.]

Alr. BROWX: A great amount of money
is available for the settlement of British
migrants. As vegards Dr, Teakle’s report,
1 will not say whether it is right or wrong,
lut I do not think he examined the whole
mea. At lea~t a Yoot of the soil on top is
free from salt. and in rainy seasons pro-
duces splendid erop-. Some of those erops
bave gone eixht hags to the aere. I am
glad that the Government have agreed to
allow any settler desirous of remaining in
the distriet to stay there. Moreover, I
understand thiat they have not the means
to shift many of those settlers to other
farms. We are told that the Lake Brown
area is much worse than Forrestania,

The Minister tor Agriculture: That is
wrong.

Mr, BROWYX: I have been told it is a
Lighly developed area. Suppose an experi-
mental farm were established at Forres-
tania for a number of years, then it would
aet experience of rainy seasons and dry
seasons. I do deplore the fact that a large
amunnt of English money which could be
put into the development of these distriets
iz held in abevance because of reports that
the soil iz not good for cereal growing.
Next as to rahbits, which sre becoming a
serions menace, not between the rabbit-
proof fences, but between the second fence
ond the coast. No matter where one goes,
one finds rabbits between the second fence
and the coast. They are breeding so rapidly
in the sand and among the rocks there,
that they can hardly be eradicated,
Why shopld this State pgo to the
e pense of keeping up the No. 1 fence?
T will not say anything about the
Xo. 2 fence at present. How many hun-
dreds of miles the No. 1 fence extends
cver T am neot in n position to state
However, men are employed to travel up
and down the fence ang see that gates ave
not left apen and that there are no hreak-
ages, Nevertheless, hetween the two fenees
there are naw millions of rabbits,

Mr. Sleeman: Have vou read that letter
in this morning's paper?

Alr. BROWXN: No. The Agrienltural De-
partment now have hundreds of applications
for rabbit netting, and the Government are
rot in a position to purchase it. Buot there
i= a huge quantity of netting in the No. 1
fonee, available to be pulled up.

The Minister for Agrienlture:
not he worth anything.

Tt would
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Mr. BROWN: I do nob agree with thal.
At any rate, the posts are good,

Mr. Corboy: They are good as long as
they are left there, but that is all.

Mr. BROWN: I do not think the netting
generally is rotted, though eertain parts un-
derground may be. If the netting is not in
good order, what is the use of keeping it
there?

The Minister for Agriculture: It wonid
not stand removing.

Mr. BROWN : Probably the Minister has
never seen the rabbit-proof fence. I pass
along it frequently, and I examine it care-
fully. The fencing system will not keep the
rabbits out, will not save Western Australia
from the rabhits. The only effective system
is that which obtains in New South Wales.
In that State there are no netting fences
along the main roads. One can take up a
block of 5,000 aeres, and the wire-netting is
put aeross that, and there are properly con-
structed gates. Moreover, heavy penalties
are imposed on-people who leave the gates
open. There the boundary befween holdings
is not wire-netting at all, Twice a vear an
mspector comes along, and if he finds rab-
bits on a holding he gives notice to thae
holder, and if the holder fails to eradicate
the vermin he has to appear before the
eourt. The individual farmer must solve
the rabbit problem for himself. If the rab-
bit-proof netting in the No. 1 fence is in
good order, it can be sold to farmers move
cheaply than wire can be obtained at pre-
sent.

Mr. Doney: But do you know that it
would stand removal?

Mr. BROWN: Above the ground it is
still good enough to keep rabbits out. If it
ie not in good order, the whole fence is ne
good. To my mind there is no doubt that
the No. 1 fenee should be pulled ap and
the posts and the wire sold to settlers. The
Minister for Agriculture may not agree with
me, but I assure him the rabbits are becom-
ing a very big menaece to the farmers, and
chiefly in the areas nearer to the ecoast. Rab-
bits are to be found almost in Perth, and
around Albany and all along the rivers the
eountry is full of them.

Mr. Coverley: They have been there for
years,

Mr. BROWN: Yes, they are no longer
coming over in waves, but they are breed-
ing in their own loralities.

The Minister for Agriculture: But mostly
east of the fences,
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Mr. BROWN: There are fewer rabbils
east of the No. 1 fence than arve to be found
between the two fences. The Lake Carmody
country and the Lake Biddy country are all
west of the No, 2 fenee, bui still there are
not so many rabbits around Carmody as
there are around Narrogin. I wish fo com-
mend the Agricultural Department on the
good work it is doing. Every officer in the
department is an expert in his own line,
and is giving a fair deal to the State. The
Government, too, are doing good work, as
also did the previous Government, imbued
as they were with the idea that we must
foster the agriculturist. I am sure all mem-
bers realise that. Our agricultural colleges
#nd schools are turning out practical far-
mers who, when they leave those institations
will, T am sure, make good on the land.
Owing to the excellent work of the agricul-
fural colleges and experimental farms, our
hopes for the future are well founded.

MR. DONEY (Williams - Narrogin}
i5.33): I suppose no Government depart-
ment is perfect, not even the Depariment
of Agriculture. T was not here last night,
bhut judging from what I have read there
was a fair amount of eriticism levelled at
the department now under review. Of
course sound, healthy, well-meant eriticism
ic always helpful, and T have no doubt the
very practical Minister now in charge of
the department will turn that eriticism to
good acconnt. In any case it is altogether
too much to expect that a department whose
sctivities are so diverse as are those of the
Department of Agrieulture ean move very
far without having to run the gauntlet of
the eriticism of its friends. I regard the
Depariment of Agrienlture as heing very
efficiently controlled and very ably officered.
T look upun it as one of our most worth-
while departments. I am always glad to
zee money flowing through this department,
and also through the Agricgltural Bank
and the Mines Department; for money go-
ing through those departments is essentially
of a reproductive kind. For those reasons
T rogret the reduetion in the Estimates of
the Department of Agriculture from £98,000
{o £71,000 or 27.6 per cent. T hold that
this is one of the departments where there
should be no reduction at all. The faet
that we are passing through a depression is
no exeuse, for the greater the depression,
the greater the amount of work devolving
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cn this department. No dounbt the Treasurer
could easily make out a case showing that
the reduction was inevitable, but neverthe-
less I reeret it, and contend that it should
not have heen made. I suppose the Agri-
cultural Department is busier this year than
ever befnre, a condition mainly due to the
Jdepression. Tt might he mentioned to the
eredit of the department that its officers are
always very ready and willing to do what-
ever i~ demanded of them. There is, I sup-
pose, more important work develving on
this department in Western Australia than
cn any similar department in the Eastern
States, the major rveason being that in the
Pastern States land settlement is generally
the resnit of the sons of established farm-
ers going on the land, young fellows who
take with them the experience and advice
of their fathers and, generally, a fair share
of machinery and stock as well; whereas in
this State any lack of knowledge on the
part of those whe go on the land—and such
settlers, of course, are drawn from all con-
siderable phases of netivity—is supplied in
the main by the officers of the Agricultural
Department. Let me refer briefly to the
(lovernment subsidy on stud stoek., I de-
sire to compliment the department on the
uction it has taken in this regard. I know
trom personal observation that the pur-
chase of stud Imlls has had a splendid effect
upon the tvpe, quality and productivity of
cows throughout the dairying distriets. The
subsidising of entire horses will, I feel sure,
result in similar benefits. It is obvions that
the horse is coming into its own onee more,
and T hope therefore that this subsidy will
he retained, and that the reduction in the
departmental estimates will not in any way
endanger the econtinuity of the system. I
have seen a large number of entire horses
in the distriet I represent, and in each case
the tvpe, the breeding and the condition of
the animal have all been excellent. Tt re-
ficets the greatest eredit upon the officer.
whoever he was, who went East to choose
those animals. T notice that the member
for Beverley (Mr. J. I. Mann) seems to be
«f opinion that the department is making
a mixtake in hringing in so manv entire
horses; he would prefer to see mares im-
ported, T do not pretend to be able to give
vav friend advice on any stoek question, but
lie must surelv he overlooking the fact that
the productivity of the sire over the year
iz 50 or 60 times as great as that of the
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dam. Of cowrse the same argument will
apply in the ease of stud bulls purchased
by this department and distributed through
the dairying distriets. The only other mat-
ier to which 1 would refer is the establish-
ment of experimental wheat and oat erops.
I heartily agree with the member for Mt.
Magnet (Hon. M, F. Troy) that invariably
experiments should precede settlement.
About three weeks ago 1 went with the
member for Greenough {Mr. Patrick)
and the Minister for Londs inte the North-
ampton district and over that streteh of
country 30 or 60 miles to the north-east of
Yuna. Tt was the most inspiring trip I
Lkave made for many years; certainly not
during the past 10 years have I gone over
£o lavge an area of country so uniformly
zood. T was delighted to have the experi-
ence of visiting that distriet with officers of
the department and with the men in control
¢f the experimental plot. That plot has an
area of 50 aeres. All the work was done
with, I think, very little governmental! ex-
pense. The owners of the Wandelong Es-
tate were responsible for the work, and the
only maintenance costs are represented by
lie wages of one sustenance man. The ex-
periment is wholly suecessful and amply
justifies thiz new phase of Government en-
terprise. I hope that whenever in the
future it is intended to open up new wheat-
growing land this practice of experimenting
efore settling will be rigidly adhered to.

MR. WANSBROUGH (Albany) [5.43):
Like other members, T wish to express my
appreciation of the ofticers of the Depart-
ment of Apriculture. I want to draw at-
tention to the dizease ravaging the stock
in the DNenmark distriet, We have in that
district some 2'% or three millions of pub-
lie money at stake. Not only arc the young
stoek dying off, bat this mysterious disease
is taking daily toll of the matured animals
as well  Only this week seven eows have
been stricken by this disease. Tt requires
the ahlest care and consideration that ean
be given to it. T have said there is from
21% to three millions of puoblic money at
stake in the district; T am afraid that if
this disease cannot be arrested that money
will have gone west. In my opinion the
position demands the whele attention of
one officer of sperial qualifications, whose
duty it should he to wateh the progress of
the dizease stage by stage. Tt is nonsen-
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sical for an officer to go there to-day, in-
spect the stock, and not return for a month.
The settlers of the distriet have clubbed
together and are doing fairly good work,
but their finance is limited. A man in the
district is attempting to do something for
them but he is only an amateur, though I
hope he is on the right track. The Min-
ister should station an officer there to in-
vestigate the disease thoroughly. I do mot
like the methods being adopted. Evidently
the investigations made are treated as a
secret because the seftlers have not been
able to obtain information of what has becn
done on the block taken over by the de-
partment. The disease is so serious that
whatever information has been gained
should be made available to the settlers.
I emphasise that no piecemeal dealing with
the disease will provide a remedy. It is a
serions matter and I press the Minister to
give it his earnest consideration. I regret
that the vote for the purpose has been re-
duced to £560. If it ecost £10,000 or
£100,000 to find a remedy for the disease,
it would be money well spent. Another
matter to whieh I wish to refer is the re-
moval of the stallion from the Denmark
State farm. In the interests of the group
settlern and of the settlers generally, I
press the Minister to provide a stailion in
the distriet. There are 550 settlers and
there is not a stallion in the distriet. I
again urge the Government fo arrange for
a prompt investigation of the wasting dis-
ease. It is a matter to which I did not like
to refer in this Chamber, but it had to be
done.

MR. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [5.47]:
1 appreciate the eulogistic remarks made by
the Minister and by the member for Gas-
coyne vegarding the Tropieal Adviser, Mr.
Wise. He is doing exeeptionally good work
and we are very fortunate in having an
officer of his ability. His appointment re-
presents practically the only comsideration
that the people of the North have received
from Governments, present or past. There
was a suggestion that, owing to the depres-
sion, Mr. Wise would be retired, but we are
glad that the Government have retained his
services, Vast strides have bheen made in
apricultural production, particularly in the
Gascoyne distriet, as a result of Mr. Wise’s
labours. As was mentioned by the member
for (ascovne last night, quite a lot of
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money had been wasted by inexperienced
people trying to grow tropical fruits, and
no headwsy was made until that ofticer was
sppointed by the Collier Government. I
agree with the member for Gascoyne thav
there is a big opportunity for growing
tropical fruits in the Gascoyme distriet for
the metropolitan market. Gascoyne has thé
advantage of being fairly close to the mar-
ket and, with a couple of fast boats sach
us the State boats “Koolinda” and “Kybra,”
it should not be many years before the
Gascoyne distriet supplies all our require-
ments of tropical fruits and thus creates
interest in the development of that portion
of the North. Recently residents of the
North have felt concerned beeause the ser-
vices of Mr. Wise were not available to the
extent they might have been. Owing to the
depression, he has been restricted in his
iravelling allowances. I want the Minisier
for Agrienlture to realise that it is a long,
dry stage from one end of the North to
the other. The distance is some 2,000
miles and there is only one officer to attend
to the whole of that territory. Again, dur-
ing four months of the year, it is practic-
ally impossible to travel in the North by
motor car. Consequently Mr. Wise has a
big job to copc with the work during the
eight months when it is possible to motor.
He has dene wonderfully good work from
Wyndham to Carnarvon, I hope the Minis-
ter will remember that we have only one
officer, and that no matter how heavy his
travelling expenses may appear to be, when
compared with the expenses inemrred for
all the other industries, such as dairying,
wheat growing, ete., the outlay is relatively
light. Big items appear on the Estimates
for the Agricultural College, for experi-
mental farms and for veterinary officers,
cte. I realise that such ofiicers are doing
good work, but there is only one officer to
do all the work for the North, and I hope
the Minister will not be too hard in the
matter of travelling expenses. Last even-
ing several speakers referred, some critic-
ally, to tropical agricalture. I do not say
that T believe the whole of the North-West
will be brought under tropieal agriculture.
I do not consider that at all likely, but
there are patches that could be profitably
cultivated. The Gascoyne district is proof
of that. One other part that could be pro-
fitably utilised is the portion of Kimberley



4602

Enown as Klephant Hill district. It was
sutveyed and cut into blocks some years
ago, but nothing turther was done. It was
never thrown open for selestion and no
effort was made, so far as I know, to get
people to take it ap. Elephant Hill is a
fairly large area consisting of nice pan-
danus swamps suitable for pig raising.
The Minister for Agrieulture has referred
to the opportunities offered by the pig in-
dustry and has gone to the expense of im-
porting well-bred pigs, Here iz a2 golden
opportunity for him to make a aame for
himselt and open up a big industry in the
Kimberley district. Elephant Hill is only
nbout 20 miles by the nearest route from
the Wyndham Meat Works and is ideal
country for pigs. Any member with a
Lnowledge of farming knows that pigs do
well in swampy country.
Mr. Angelo: Will it grow maize?

Mr., COVERLEY: It is pandanus eoun-
try, which is wet country, the pandanus
being an indication of water at shallow
depths.  Being fairly close to the coast,
it has & good rainfall, much heavier than
the average for Kimberley. Quite a num.
her of residents in and around Wyndham
woitld be only too glad to take up blocks.
As the land is fairly close to the Wyndham
Meat Works, an overseas frade could be
built up.  Further, with the assistance of
My. Wise, many tropieal products ecould
be tried out at liftle expense to the depart-
ment. Only a little assistance wru'd be re-
auired, not nearly so much as is asked by
settlers in the sonthern parts of the State.
I am pleased that the Government have
appeinted a Royal Commission to inquire
into the much-diseussed question of abolish-
ing the pleuro line. T have no desire to dis-
cuss the merits of the gquestion or fo argue
for or against the necessity for the plenro
line, but T am glod that an independent
commissioner in the person of Ar. Max
Henry has been appointed to inquire into
what many people have long regarded as an
injustice, Whatever the outeome may be,
7 am satisfied it will he in the hest interests
oi the industries likely to be affected, namelr,
the dairving indusiry of the south and the
cattle industry of the north, Hunting for
dinzo sealps was an industry in my distriet
during the season when many men were hob-
bled out owing to the wet. Stockmen are
emploved only during the mustering, drov-
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ing and branding season, and in the other
part of the year thev are, what is termed,
hobbled-out. In the East Kimberley district
particularly the stockmen went out during
the wet months dog scalping, and they used
to receive £2 for each sealp. That honus
was some inducement for them to go out dow
scalping. I believe that 75 per cent. of the
dingoes infesting the country were thus ex-
terminated.  Through the influence of the
Minister the board appointed to c¢ontrol this
business reduced the secalp money from €2
to £1.

The Minister for Agriculture: Arve the
pastoralists prepared to pay a higher rate
in order that a higher bonus might he given?

Myr. COVERLEY: T can trace the actions
of the Minister from the time when he was
a private member, and when he spoke on the
Bill that was introdueed at that time, Al
his actions were in the direction of protect-
ing the agriculturist, His main grievance
was that the agriculturist would pay foo
much for the extermination of vermin. Those
who have been paying for the extermination
of vermin have been paving for a very good
purpese, and are not complaining in the
way the Minister would have us believe.
While dog scalping was made warth while,
75 per cent. of the vermin was exterminated.
The dogs beeame searce, and it is very hard
for people to make wages out of the bus-
iness. The Minister has now reduced the
amount, and people will not bother to go
after the dogs. Of course the dogs might
be poisoned, but in the Kimberleys it is hard
to trap a dingo once it has taken poison.
When the animal is found the carcase is
usually so putrid that the sealp is mot ae-
ceptable to the loeal authorities. I has
alwayvs been the Minister's desire to bring
down the tax upon the agriculturist, and that
is the reason why the bonus has been re-
duced to £1,

The Minister for Agriculture: It has not
heen redueed in the case of the agriculturist
more than in the case of the pastoralist.

Mr. COVERLEY : There are not as many
vermin in the agricultural areas as there ure
further out.

The Minister for Apvieulture: The ex-
Minister reduced the tax before I did.

Mr. COVERLEY: Dingo trappers who
are exterminating vermin in the outer areas
are also minimising the trouble in the
more settled areas. The bhonus for
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pup scalps has been reduced to 5s., but
I venture to say that very few men
would dream of selling them at that price,
I do not know who would diseriminate be-
tween the sealp of an adult dog and that of
2 young dog, especially when the young
sealps have been stretched. I hope when
the amendment to the Vermin Aect comes
down, the Minister will see that the bonus
is not reduced any more, otherwise the ver-
min will most eertainly inerease.

MR. PIESSE (Katanning) [6.3]: I
congratulate the Minister upon the excel-
lent results that have been achieved by this
important department. I appreciate the
splendid efforts and aectivities whieh have
always been so freely demonstrated by this
department in the interests of agriculture
and its profitable development. I appre-
ciate particularly the efforts of the experts
who have for many vears given us the best
of their knowledge and experience, and
have to a large extenft been the guardians
of primary production. The object of the
suceessful development of agriculture is to
make it profitable for those engaged in i,
not only profitable to the individual, but of
greater importanee to the wealth produe-
tion of the State. It is to be regretted that
our wheat and wool industries have suflered
so much by the collapse in prices. Many
of us have had occasion to doubt whether
these industries can profitably be continued
on the basis of the present low prices. We
repeatedly hear from Premiers and Minis-
ters of our State Parliaments, as well as
from the Federal Prime Minister, refer-
ences to the ouistanding value from the
point of view of the nation that comes
as a result of primary production. Unfor-
tunately there bhas been a very serious fall
in prices, and a crisis has been precipitated
during the past year through the disruption
of the world’s markets, All these factors
render it the more necessary for both State
and Federal Parliaments to realise their
responsibilities to the industry. We might
rightly level a complaint at the Federal
Parliament on the score that its members
have not tealised the diffcuities confront-
ing the industry to-day. We have been dis-
appointed on more than one occasion with
the small amount of assistanece that has
been rendered to it through these times of
depression. There has been a lack of prae-
tieal sympathy on the part of our Federal
Legislature. Notwithstanding the material
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fall in prices, which have made the indus-
try unprofitable, we have been expected to
carry on other industries which have be-
come a burden upon the primary producers.
I wish to refer to an article that appeared
in the ‘*West Australian’’ recently dealing
with the remarkable disparity in prices of
primary and secondary produets. The ar-
ticle is as follows:—

The official record of the Stock Exchange
of Melbourne draws attention to the disparity
of the movements of the prices of farm and
industrial produets in Auwustralia. It is well
known that our primary industries have suf-
fered a remarkable and critical fall in price.
It is not so well known that our secondary in-
dustries are managing to increase their prices.
yet it might be axpeeted that with the reduetion
of costs of raw materials, prices of secondary
producta would be brought into closer con-
formity with the deercased spending power
of the farming ecommunity. The fipures given
by the official record are quoted below:—

Farm Industrial

products.  produects,
1927 161.6 157.5
1928 161.2 161.7
1929 159.2 162.0
1930 129.9 166.4

1931—

Jannary 109.1 175.2
¥ebruary 113.2 180.6
March 115.7 179.8
April 113.6 179.1
May 112.9 180.6
June 109.5 180.4
TJuly 107.5 183.2
August 102.6 181.8

These figures suggest that our protected in-
dustries are taking full advantage of the tariff
and the various embargoes and impediments to
importation, in spite of various assurances that
nothing of the sort would be allowed to hap-
pen.

There is no doubt that a great handicap is
Placed upon the agricultural industry by
reason of the high eost of production. This
Chamber, irrespective of party, should pay
close attention to the matter at the earliest
possible moment. If the industry is going
to prosper, the cost of production must
come down. It is, of course, ridiculous to
make comparisons, but I would point to the
fact that a few days ago the price of an
ordinary axe handle was equivalent to the
value of {wo bushels of wheat. Things are
out of all proportion in relation to one an-
other, especially the relationship between
the cost of production and the value re-
presented by the realisable price of our
produets. The Agrienltural Department
can very well be proud of their achieve-
ments. These were well exemplified at the
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Royal Show both in the matter of live
stock and producis generally. There
should be no prouder men in the State than
the experts and officers of the Agricultural
Department by reason of the assembly of
those magnificent exhibits at Claremont.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 730 p.m.

My, PIESSE : Before tea I was recalling
to hon. members the wonderful exhibition
of agrieultural products at the recent Royal
Show, an exhibition sufficient to prove that
tbe agriculturists of this country, who give
the best of their years and all they have to
the development of the industry, have every
faith in its future. Although last year
there was a record production in both wheat
and wool, yet as a result of the collapse in
priees our agriculturists now find themselves
in severe difficulties. However, it is gratify-
ing to know that in some directions there
kas been more profitable production—in
butter, for instance, and other side lines.
1t is dizappeinting to find that the largest
part of onr primary products have been sold
at a heavy loss. One must realise that this
cannot continue. It is plessing to know
that the Federal Government, although lafe
in the day, are coming to the aid of our
agrieultural industry by supplementing the
present unpayable price of wheat with a
bonnty.

Mr., Sleeman: They offered to come to
vour aid before.

Mr. PIESBE: There was some grave
doubt about their sincerity.

Mr. Sleeman: No doub{ whatever.

Mr. PIESSE: The promise has taken a
g time to materialise.

Mr. Marshall: The Senate turned down
the proposal.

Mr. PIESSE: I do not wish to enter
into a discussion with hon. members oppo-
rite on that point. Facts speak for them-
selves. While agrieulture is the staple in-
dustry to which we all look to help Aus-
tralia ont of the mire, it is notable that this
iz the first practieal help it has received
from the Federal Government for years
past. Unfortunately the industry is strug-
sling under high produetion ecosts, and no-
hody is more responsible for that than the
Federal Parliament. Until those high costs
ere reduced, and until prices improve con-
siderably, the fate of the industry must
continue to hang in the balance. Therefore
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it behoves this Parliament to ensure that
every possible influence and endeavour are
vsed to bring about an early lowering of
vosts of production. I have already given
hon. members evidence of unfair relative
costs.

Mr. Kenneally : More reduction in wages!

Mr, PIESSE: TUntil primary produetion
can be restored to a payable condition,
wages unfortunately cannot Improve and
we must continue to have thousands of men
out of employment. Though the low prices
cre discouraging, it is gratifying to kmow
that our agrienlturists are deiermined, as
far as lies in their power, to stick to their
holdings and further develop the industry.
If only they are given reasonable encour-
sgement and support, the industry will
prove of the greatest value to the State.
We must not overlook the fact that in the
past many of our primary producers have
depended too much on growing only wheat
in some instances, and only wool in others,
During the past year it has been brought
nome to them that to make a success of the
industry they must embark on other lines
as well.  Western Australia has a won-
aerful range of elimate, rainfall and land
suitable for producing many commodities
Iiesides wheat and wool, and many of these
other eommodities can be combined with
wheat or wool. It hehoves the Agrieul-
lural Department to eneourage our pro-
duecers by every possible means to under-
take side lines such as dairying, lamb-rais-
ing, egg production, fruit production and
pig-raising.  However, there are farmers
rrowing practically the whole of these pro-
ducts, and thus are not dependent on omne
line for their livelihood. Our local market
offers a good demand for many of the pro-
ducts mentioned. We cannot overlook the
fact that as the result of last year's opera-
tions many of our farmers are in grave
finaneinl diffieulties. That brings me back
1o the anxiety with which the future is
viewed by many of our farmers, although
they obtained a record erop last year and
Lave every prospect of a good crop this
vear.  Although in many cases assistance
and sympathy have heen extended to
distressed farmers by the Government and
hy Parliament, I fear that we have
not done all we should to assist them
out of their difficulties. During the
vear the position of many primary
producers has caused anxiety to every
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member of Parliament and partienlarly to
Ministers. Legislaiion has been passed to
protect farmers who are in diffienities—I
refer to the Farmers’ Debts Adjustment Act.
That measure at the time it was enacted was
regarded as experimental, as merely a tem-
porary expedient, the hope being that some
more definite and tangible scheme would be
devised by the Government to render further
relief to distressed farmers. A Royal Com-
mission inquired into the disabilities affeet-
ing the agrienltural industry of Western
Australia, and no doubt hon. members have
read the report earefully. I think they will
agree that it is a businesslike report, and
that the suggestions made therein are prac-
tical and will to some extent meet the situa-
tion if they are adopted. I do not see why
part of the plan should not be put into
operation almost at once. The first part of
the plan does not need legislation, but only
requires to be carefully administered by the
Government in order to bring about a satis-
factory secheme of arrangement between the
farmers and their ereditors, thereby in many
eases avoiding recourse to the Farmers’
Debts Adjustment Act. I shall not take up
the time of the Committee by going throngh
the whole report, but I wish to guote one or
two extracts to sbow that the Royal Com-
missioners realised the special diffienltics
that confront the industry to-day. In one
part of the report, the Commission stated—

The whole industry was pyramided on good
prices and lavish credit, without due inquiry
being made into production costs, world pro-
duction of wheat, and the value of the assets
on which such eredit was being extended. The
Government through the Lands Department and
the Agricultural Bank, together with all classes
of the trading eommunity, including associated
banks, are responsible for the accelerated and
uneconomical development of the farming in-
dustry of Western Australia,

The farmers ecannot be altogether blamed
for that position becanse, although good
prices were received in the past, we were not
so much eoncerned about the cost of produe-
tion so long as the farmer was able to pay
his way. When he was not able to pay his
way, he became worried and wondered
whether he could eontinue his operations as
a farmer, and make a success of his under-
taking. Owing to the sndden fall in the
prices of wool and wheat, the position of the
farmer became most difficult. Not only was
there a sudden drop in the price of wool, but
there was the loss of between 300 and 400
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per cent. in the value of sheep. In addition
to that, there was no market for the farmer’s
store stock. In these circumstances, the
sheep farmer's position has become almost
identical with that of the wheat farmer. The
Royal Commission in their report also
stated—

If the present high level costs of produetion
and the existing low level prices of wool and
wheat c¢ontinue, it is immaterial what amounts
are written off the liabilities, or to what low
rate intercst is reduced, as in such ecircum-
stances nothing ean gave the industries of wool
and wheat, and a very decreased production
must be looked for. It is well for the people
of this State to realise this faet and to realise
it at omece.

I take it tbat the anxiety indieated by the
Royal Conmnission is shared by every mem-
ber of this Chamber. We are all anxious to
afford the greatest possible assistance to the
farmers to carry them over their period of
financial distress. I am afraid there is a
tendeney on the part of some wheat growers,
largely owing, T am convineed, to misun-
derstanding as to the true intentions of the
Government, to take decided steps in con-
rection with the t{breatened hold-up of
wheat and wool during the present season.

Mr. Kenneally: Direet action.

Mr. PIESSE: | hope the (Government
will do whatever is possible to end the pre-
sent situation. I believe that if a better
understanding could be arrived at, some-
thing would be achieved, At the ecarliest
possible moment the Government might
give effect to at least some recommenda-
tions of the Royal Commission. We have
reason to beligve that some of the wheat-
growers think the Government are not sin-
cere in their plan for the rehabilitation of
the agrieultural industry. T am sure that
the attitude of a section of the farmers
is due to misunderstanding and want of
knowledge of the true position. I e¢an
assure the Premier that the delayv in giving
effect to the recommendations of the Royal
Commission, has served teo accentunate the
misunderstanding.

The Premier: To which recommendations
do you refer?

Mr. PIESSE: The recommendations
under Part I of the rveport could be earried
out easily, without the necessity for addi-
ttonal legislation. The recommendations
under Part I1. aim at the appointment of
a board of trustces, and surely the Gov-
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ctument could give some consideration to
tnar saggestion, «f that were done, there
woniu ve a board of experts, with experi-
enced business men and farmers as well,
wno would be appointed to act as a go-
Letween the banks and business houses gen-
crally und the tarmers who are in ditfienl-
ties. trom past experience we know that
tie business people of the State have been
very  Forbearing in their treatment of
farmers, und have shown great patience in
arranging their aftairs to the satisfacticn
of ail concerned. Of course, there have been
exceptions and individual farmers have
grievanees, but on the whole the work of
the business people has been wonderful.
It speaks well for the commercial houses
of Western Australia and for the banks,
who came to the rescue nobly and made
funds available in order to assist in putfing
in last year’s crops. We know that the
area under crop this year is much reduced.
Notwithstanding the faet that prices of
wheat and wool have improved recently and
that there is a better spirit and a more en-
couraging atmosphere generally in the farmn-
ing area, if the price of wheat rose to 3s.
a bushel to-morrow, it would not extricate
the farmers from the difficulties arising out
of last vear's price failure. I hope the
Gro- ernment will not lose any further time
in denling with the situation, but, at the
enrliest possible moment, will intimate to
the agrienitural eommunity what they in-
tend to do. I believe the explanation of
the aetion of the farmers in some parts in
threatening to hold up their wheat on the
farms is due to the faet that they cannot
see how they will he ahle to meet even a fair
proportion of their lishilities te the satis-
faction of those concerned. I am convinced
that in many instances the business could
he fixed up by way of private arrange-
ment. T do not think it will he necessary
tr ask many of them to seek the protection
of the Farmers’ Debis Adjustment Act.
That procedure involves some expense, and
apparently many of the farmers would
prefer to do anything rather than be foreed
to secure relief wnder the Act passed by
this Parliament. A report appeared in the
“West Australian” this morning indieafing
the possible nction that might be {faken by
the Government. T hope the report will
prove aceurate. Tt is encouraging to know
that =omethniz is to he done, but even so,
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ike published stafement deals only with the
Agricultural Bank clients. There are clients
of the Associated Banks and those farmers
are in ditliculties as well. T hope the Gov-
crnment will indieate as early as possible
what they are prepared to do to render
assistance to those I refer to. The troohle
is that some of the farmers do not think
that the Government are really sympatheti-
eally inchined towards them. Personally, I
have no doubt in my mind ns to the sym-
Jathetic attitude of the Government, be-
cause I have had a number of interviews
with Ministers and I know that every mem-
her of the Government is anxious to
v0 everything possible to make the path
of the farmer easier than it s
at present. I trust that the farmers will
deliver their wheat and wool as usval and
that they will be in a much better financial
position as the result of the coming harvest.
Then again, considerable doubt has existed
in the minds of the clients of the Agrienl-
tural Bank on aceount of the bank exercisine
its statutory preferential lien over this year’s
crop. From information 1 have received
from the Agrienltural Bank, I have reason
to believe that although the statutory right
will he exercised under the lien, the bank
will not deal with the elients in any arbitrary
manner. Some misapprehension exists jn
the minds of the farmers in this respect, and
they fear that the hank trustees, in exereis-
ing their right under the lien, will leave the
other creditors high and dey and the farmers
themselves without any means fo earry on.
Asg soon as the policy of the Government in
that direction is made cleay, T am sure that
the position of the farmers will be ‘more
satisfactory. I believe that if the Govern-
ment allowed an officer of the Agricultural
Bank to visit the distriets where disaffeetion
is most apparent, he could assure the farmers
who are feeling restless at the moment that
the Government would deal liberally with
them and render every possible assistaner
so long as the farmers themselves plaved the
game and did their part. I am sure that the
Government will not permit the Agrienltural
Bank to take an undue proportion of the
crop returns, but will see fo it that theve is
a reasonable apportionment a< hetween oll
the creditors. Another cause of dissatisfaec-
tion has been the action of the machinerr
firms during the last few weeks. Those firms
have been insistiing upon preferential pay-
ments from this vear's ¢rop on secount of
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their machinery, and are requiring a guar-
antee before the crop is taken off. I have
leoked into this matter and, to a great extent,
the machinery firms are quite right in looking
for some return this year on account of their
machinery. At the same time, all the mach-
inery firms may not act in the same liberal
manner. That is a plase that should be in-
vestigated, and I believe some definite scheme
corld be avrived at so that there might be
& proper understanding between the mer-
chants and the farmers.

Mr. Sleeman: If they had retained the
State Tmplement Works they would have
got a better deal.

Mr. PIESSE: It is unfortunate that the
Implement Works could not be ecarried on
with greater snccess. As il is now, imple
ments have to be imported from the Eastern
States, whereas they should have been made
locally. Had that been the position it would
have been mueh better for the State. How-
ever, I hope that the suggested hold-up of
wheat by a number of farmers, particularly
those who are members of the Wheatgrowers’
Union in certain distriets, will not be insisted
upon. The farmers are anxious to have
some assurance regarding security of tenure.
There is a good deal of misunderstanding
regarding that question. The Government,
wilth the approval of Parliament, have
granted protection amounting to a mora-
toriom that will last to the end of the year.
I think the faet should be made clear to the
wheatgrowers that Parliament is prepared
to extend that protection for a further
period if necessary., In siressing the

five years security of t{enure, I think
there 15 a good deal of misunder-
standing on the part of the wheat-

growers, It is far from the desire of
the Govermment that any man should be
foreed off his holding, and so long as the
wheatgrower is doing his part I feel sure
he will be given reasonable proteetion so
that he shall not be harassed by importun-
ate ereditors. The Government should make
an early announcement; I ask the Premier
tot to let any farther time go by before
giving us an indication of what is to be
dune in this matier I believe the Gtovern-
ment have given close attention to this for
gome time past, but it certainly is unfor-
tnnate that so lomg a period should have
been allowed to elapse singe the Royal
Commission reported. What we require to
dn is to relieve the minds of the men and
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women—for I know the wife on the farm
is just as much worried as is the farmer
himself. During the past year some of our
farmers have found themselves in a hope-
less pogition. The result of last year's crop
was very small financially. In January of
1930 wheat was 4s. 10d. per bushe] at the
sidings, but in January of 1931 the price
was down to 1s. 10d, So one ean under-
stand what a small result there was in
value from last year's crop. Of course,
Porliament has no control over prices, but
it is Parliament’s duty to relieve the farmer
who year after year has toiled on his farm,
working hard and putting everything earned
into the land. 1f is in the best interests
of the State that those men should have
the sympathy of Parliament and be relieved
cf every removable disability.

Mr. Kenneally : And put it on the worker.

Mr. PIESSE: The farmer has been
carrying the whole of the burden of high
production eosts.

Mr. Raphael: And of the high cost of
motor cars.

Mr. PIESSE: Netting for which he has
had to pay £10 per mile in the past, he has
now to pay £21 per mile, and in addition
has to pay sales tax.

Mr. Raphael: Has not the worker heen
texed as high as the eocky?

Mr. PIESSE: No doubt the low prices
of wheat and wool have been in the inter-
ests of other sections if the community by
redneing the eost of living. The farmer has
made heavy losses, and in many instances
has little or nothing left,

Mr. Kenneally: The same may be said
of thousands of other people in the Com-
monwealth, .

Mr. PIESSE: So we can understand the
farmer’s anxiety as to the future.

Mr. Raphael: Are not the working classes
Just ms anxious as to the future?

Mr. PIESSE: The farmer has to remain
on his holding to protect what assets he has
left and look after his livestock.

Mr. Raphael: What about the worker?

Mr. PIESSE: He is at least just as well
off as is th~ farmer. T hope that by sym-
pathetic administration, by every assistance
that Parliament can render in the way of
cheaper transport for the farmer's pro-
duets, by improved marketing facilities and
with the continued assistance of the Apri-
cultural Bank and the expert officers of the
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departinent, the agricultural industry will
s0on be restored to prosperity. Until that
is done we as a vommnmnity are going to
siuffer; beeause after all we are dependent
almost solely upon the success of that in-
dustry. We know what the goldmining in-
dustry has meant to us in the past, and we
hope it will mean a lot to us in the future;
but we must protect those on the land and
temove all doubt about their security ol
tenure. We ean only hope that every
fucility will be given by both the Federal
and State Parliaments to keep our people
cn the land.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [8.7]: May I
express the sympathy I feel in regard to
the passing of the late Mr. W. T. Richard-
son, who was the departmental expert in
the care of poultry and eggs. Mr. Richard-
son did a tremendous amount of good work
and the Amalgamated Poultry Farmers very
muehk appreciated him, and are deeply
grieved at his death. It is gratifying to
know that whereas until a little while ago
there were two bodies in the poultry indus-
try, they are now amalgamated into a very
vigorous association doing a great deal of
work. Prices have improved reeently, but
there is no real marketing organisation, and
T regret it. T know what is being done in
New South Wales and Queensland, and
I am firmly convinced that something on
the same lines must ultimately be done
here. The egg industry offers almost un-
limited opportunities; indeed, our farmers
are beginning fo recognise its importanece,
and so more and more the production is in-
ereasing. Apart from that, a large number
of persons previously unemployed have
taken up egg produection. That is a good
thing. In the whole of this work, in the
matter of organisation great assistance was
given by the late Mr. Richardson. His heart
was in the improving of the marketing
organisation, hut as a Government officer he
could not take part in that. I realise some
of the many difficulties the department
hove to face. The greatest difficulty in the
fruitgrowing industry is the incidence of
fruit fly. T am sorry that up to date full
suceess in the eontrol of the pest has not
been reached. Greater eare should be taken
in respect of week-end and home orchards,
particularly in the metropolitan area. Not
long ago a statement appeared in the Press
concerning the number of fruit flies canght
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in a small home orchard in the metropoli-
tan area.

The JMinister for Agrienlture: Those
orchards are the greatest menace of the
lot.

Mr, SAMPSON: I am glad the Minister
realises that, and 1 hope it will be possible
to take effective steps to earry ovut the pro-
visions of the Plant Diseases Act. No other
menaee is so diffieult to handle as that of
the fruit fly. In different districts as, for
instance, Spearwood and Gosnells, com-
wunity efforts have been made and have
been fairly successful. Tnfortunately those
efforts are voluntary, and consequently
those who enter into the spirit of the effort
do not represent the whole of the growers,
with the result that the community effort
has not been as effective as it would be if
it were made compulsory. I am not
going to labour that, for I am convinced
the Minister appreciates the position, and
I hope that greater control will be exer-
¢ised in the metropolitan area as well as in
the outside areas. It is futile for those
who depend on fruitgrowing for a living
{o earry out what is necessary if those in
the metropolitan area fail to do their share.
I myself have caught hundreds of flies in
a little garden I had near Perth. But it
is not possible for any individual to handle
this diffieulty; the provisions of the Plant
Diseases Aet should be enforeced, which
would mean a very big step towards im-
proving the conditions. We have heard a
great deal about the development of plots
in the schools. T hope the Minister when
replving will inform the Committee whnt
the Department of Agriculvtre is deing in
this respect to assist the Department of
Edueation. T realize that all the tuitiom
that ean he given to children at school
will have a verv ereat effect later in life.
This applies not only to the fruit-growing
distriets, but to the wheat districts, and to
those districts where primary production is
the essential industry. I am delighted te
note the efforts put forward by the Primary
Producers’ Association and by other hodies
to stabilise the priee of whole milk. This
is a work that is long overdue. The way in
which many of our dairymen have heen ex-
ploited in the matter of prices has heen dir-
graceful. Milk has been brought into Perth
ostensibly for whole milk purposes, and it
has heen said on many oceasions that the
milk has been in exeess of requirements and
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lias Leen used for butter making. During
the last few months the Growers’ Marketing
Association has been formed.

Mr. Hegney: Who is chairman of it?

Mr. SAMPSON: As the hon. member
represents a fruit-growing district, I hope
we shall have his assistance.

Mr. Hegnev: We grow very little fruit,

mostly pigs.
Mr., SAMPSON: The hon. member can
probably appropriately represent those

growers, and there is no reason why the
aszsoeiation should not give consideration fo
that phase of primary preduetion. I am
pleased it has been found possible for the
association to become affiliated or amalga-
mated with the Primary Producers’ Asso-
ciation. To express it more correctly, it is
n section of that body, and we are hopeful
that the organisation will be effective in im-
proving the status of those who depend
upon small farm produets for a living.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: The association is
a politieal body, is it not?

Mr. SAMPSON: That is not so.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: What is the Prim-
ary Producers’ Association?

Mr. SAMPSON: It has more than one
chject in view.

Mr. Raphael: Cutting down the workers’
wages and annihilation of the Labour Party.

Mr. SAMDPSON: I am prepared fo sup-
pert the annibilation of the Labour Party
so far as it is represented by ‘the

hon. member. I am mnot here to
advocate the elaims of the TPrimary
Producers’ Associafion, but it is pos-

gible to belong to that organisation and
not be influenced by its brand of polities.
I regret that we did not have the assistance
of the association when the Bill to provide
for the marketing of eggs was before Par-
liament. The time will come, however,
when support will be given to such a mea-
sure. It is only a matter of members get-
ting a fuller realisation of the importance
of the industry and the absolute need that
exists for organisation. It iz a sad eom-
mentary on the consistency of certain mem-
bers when they approve of compulsion in
one direction and deny it in another. The
sandalwood legislation is a measnre of com-
pulsion. The Egg Marketing Bill was a
measure of compulsion but there was
stremmous opposition to it. During last
season Western Australian apple growers
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have come into the limelight. In England
in June last an Imperial apple exhibition
was held.

Mr. Panton. You told us that the other
night on the Lands Estimates.

Mr, SAMPSON: Then there is no doubt
as to its truth.

Mr. Raphael: That would not naturally
follow.

Mr. SAMPSON: Not only the first prize,
but several other prizes, were won by West-
crn Australian apple growers. A greater
arca of land should be released hy the For-
ests Department and made available for
fruit production.

Mr. Raphael: To send the good ones ta
Tingland and sell the serubs to us.

Mr. Panton: Is not one serub enough?

Mr. SAMPSON: I heard of a man whoe
complained that there were several bad ap-
ples in a ease, but he said, “I will take your
word regarding the rotten apples” I am
prepared to take the hon. member’s word.

Mr. Raphael: That is more than I am
prepared to do with you.

Mr. SAMPSON: The winning of those
prizes bad a far greater significance than
the mere value of the prizes. It showed
how suitable was our land for the produc-
lion of apples, and I hope that greater
areas will be made available for apple pro-
duction. Mr. Carne, of the Department of
Agriculture, recently returned from the Qld
Country, and brought with him some excel-
lent information on the subject of market-
ing. We have also had adviece from Mr.
Mauger, of the Federal Co-operative Co.,
operating in London. Both those gentlemen
are well gqualified to advise as to marketing
commodities in the Old Country. When T
was in London T had the pleasure of meeting
Mr. Mauger and hearing from him a good
deal about the dangers to be avoided by ex-
porters of fruit to the Old Country. T feel
convineed the Minister will give all possible
consideration to the remarks of those experi-
enced and qualified gentlemen.

Mr. Raphael : What did vou learn in
Malta?

Mr. SAMPSON: In Malta, as here, birth
control is not practised as rigorously as it
might be. Western Australian Ffrnit pro-
duets have successfully competed with those
from California, and when one says that,
one has said everything. Western Australia
and California enjoy similar climatie condi-
tions, and when we ¢an hold our own against
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California, we can hold our own against the
best producers of fruit in the world. I hope
the greatest possible eonsideration will be
extended to the produeers who are trying to
drag a living out of the land by means of
fruit growing. When the Water Supply
Estimate~ come before the Committee, 1
shall have something to say on that point.

The Mimister for Works: 1 hope that is
not g thieat,

Mr, SAMPSOXN: No, it 1s an indication
of appreciation on my part of the fact that
the Water Supply Department authorities
are persisting in a fallacious poliey. Let me
refer hriefly 1o tobacco growing. There are
great opportunities in Western Australia for
this industry, but 1 hope that those who en-
gage in its production will not regard it as
a get-rich-gnick proposition. It is a form of
production that requires considerable care.
Insect pests attack the tobacco plant just as
they attack other plants. I am sure every
member will agree that the imposition by the
Federal Government of sales {ax on spraying
materials 13 in the highest degree unfair. It
is regrettable that whenever a body of men
set out to accomplish something in the way
of production, owmr Federal masters try to
stop them. Spraying materials used to
combat or¢hard pests should be exempt from
sales tax. It 1s a short-sighted poliey that
insists on imposing the tax, thus depriving
the country of new wealth. The pests that
attack frnit are so numercus and deadly
that there is nothing to be ecompared with
them. There are the San Jose scale, fungus
diseases of different kinds, thrip, eaterpillar,
and, worst of all, the fruit fly. To treat all
those pests, spraying materials are needed.

MR, PATRICK ((ireenough) [8.27]: The
Diopartment of Agrieulture is chiefly con-
verned with agricultural instruetion and re-
search, | intend fto confine my remarks
within thuse limits. There ean be no doubt
of the importance of agriculture. Direetly,
this department is a spending department,
but indirectly it exercises an immense in-
fluence on the revenue of departments, par-
tienlurly the Railway Department. Over 300
vears ago un English writer, Cowley, then
chietiy renowned as a poet, hut now Detter
known for some of his essays, wrote a fine
e-say on agriculture, in which he stated—

As for the neeessity of this art, it is ovident

enough, sinee thiy ean live withont all others,
and no other without this. This is like speech,
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without which the society of man ecannot be
preserved; the others like figures and strophes
of speech, which serve only to adomn it.

In the course of his essay he proceeded to
point out that sehools had been established
for teaching dancing and things of no ma-
terial benefit, but that there was no school
fo teach agrieulture. XNowadays we have
altered that, and we are giving instruetion
in agriculture in schools, colleges and univer-
sities. In the prineiples of agriculture there
is nothing new to learn since Virgil, the
Latin puet, wrote his pastoral poems over
2,000 years ago, He there dealt with sys-
tems sueh as fallowing, rotation of erops,
value of legumes and so forth. In fact, he
wrote so well that agriculture became a fad,
and was largely taken up by the populace.
In our day the Premier waxed so eloguent
about the virtues of agriculture that we had
business men and even politicians going on
the land, but no doubt they found that
something more than merely taking up land
was necessary fo make a success of it. There
is such a thing as experience, and although
I was hrought up on the land and was edu-
cated in the theory of agriculture, I bhave
still many things to learn. If I had known
15 years ago what I know now, I should
have been a great deal better off, When I
first went up to inspeect land, the Govern-
ment land guide showed me some rather
beautiful country. He said, “You do not
want to take this land because there is a
noxious weed growing upon it.”” This weed
was 2 or 3 feet high and looked very green.
T would have nothing to do with that land.
It turned out, however, that the noxious
weed referred to was the blue lupin. Two
thousand years ago Virgil extolled the vir-
tues of lupin in his pastoral poems, and
2000 years afterwards we find people eall-
ing it a noxions weed. Some few vears
later, when I was planting lapins, there were
other people roundahout engaged in pulling
them up. I econgrafulate the proprietors of
the “West Australian” on the interest they
have taken in the lupin-growing competition.
Thex have given a great fillip to the grow-
ing of lapins wherever this fodder has heen
tried. Nevertheless, I think it would be very
difficult to grow lupins as they grow in the
coastal aveas, and in the neighbourhood of
Geraldton and to the north of that town,
beeanse in those districts the lupin is not
cultivated; once it is esiablizhed it becomes
permanent and ecaonot he wiped out. The
stork will alwavs tread in sufficient to re-
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seed the plant, and it ecan then hold its own
with any weed or plant life that comes along.
I was referring to the value of experience.
One man took up a block in my neighbour-
hood. There had been n¢ stock upon it for
12 months. He asked me how much stock
the land would carry, and I told him what
I thought, There was u good deal of grass
apon it. He went away, and put on double
the number of stock. He wanted advice,
but thought he knew better than I did. At
the end of the summer most of his steck
were dying. Rumonr has it that the Upper
Chapman State Farm may be elosed. I do
not know whether that is so or not. The de-
partment are working it now on entirely
wrong lines. That is not wheat country. It
is really suited for dairying and the
inising of fat lambs. Tn my opinion the
Government should have specialised there in
fai lambs, to show people in the distriet
what could be done in that industry. Ex-
periments in dairying shonld alse have been
eonducted.

The Minister for Agrieulture: Do yon
think the farm should be closed?

Mr. PATRICK: Ii would be foolish to
ciose it. Even as a wheat-breeding farm it
has proved its value, but the Government
should conduet experiments along the lines
T have indicated. The Minister for Lands
referred to the future that lay before Ge:-
aldton as a port for the export of fat
lambs. He is quite right in his judgment.
I'rom the dairying and fat-lamb point of
view, that country is far superior to the
South-West in its ecommercial and economie
value.

Mr. J. . Mann: The Minister is not a
prophet.

Mr. PATRICK : He was not prophesying,
bnt merely stating a faet. The possibility
is there and proof of it has already becn
afforded. With top-dressing this country
can be enormously improved, and can he
turned inte dairying and fat-lamb country
at a fraction of the cost that has to be in-
carred in the South-West. Further out
from the T'pper Chapman is the Dartmoor
aren. Before the Labonr Government went
in for the 3,500 farms scheme, it is a pity
they did not exploit this part of the State
from the point of view of dairying and
wheat growing. The blocks furthest away
are within 100 miles of the port. Over
200,000 acres of land have already been
surveyed for selection. The Government
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have an experimental plot out there, but
I do not know that ome is neeessary.
The land has been proved for 30 miles
out from Dartmoor over a series of
years as good wheat-growing country with
a comparatively low rainfall. The Direc-
tor of Agrieulture slipped rather badly
when he condemned it a few years ago as
a wheat-growing proposition, on the ground
that the rainfall was insulficient. Rainfall
15 not the only facfor in wheat growing.
This is land of a light texture, althongh it
carries heavy timber. 1t will probably grow
wheat better on a 10-inch rainfall than
cther ecountry will do with & 10-inch rain-
tall. This has already been proved. Ex-
perience eounts for a good deal in estimat-
ing the value of light land in the northern
districts. This used to be referred to as
sand-plain, but new it is more politely
lermed light land. Last year I ploughed
300 acres of this elass of country with a
dis¢ plough and sowed it with oats and
lupins, and this year it is carrying a mag-
uificent crop. A few years ago I might
have looked upon it as valueless land. One
can see immense possibilities for this type
of country. A considerable amount of erit-
icism has been levelled at Dr. Teakle be-
eause of his report upon the salinity of cer-
tain lands. He is probably quite correct
in his findings. He has merely examined
the land from the scientific point of view,
and found a certain quantity of salt in it.
That is all he had to show. The Lands De-
partment must now take the responsibility
of saying whether the land will grow wheat.
Dr. Teakle has had considerable experience
in Ameriea of land of a similar type. T
do not understand the reference of the Min-
ister for Lands to sulphate of manganese.
The chief thing unsed in the United States
in sally country is sulphate of lime or
gvpsum. There is any amount of gypsum
in Western Australia and that is far more
efficient for the purpose than snlphate of
manganese. Dr. Teakle found a lot of salt
in the land, and the problem facing the
department is to combat it. As a rule
scientists do not exaggerate. 1 onee at-
tended a meeting of farmers. Amongst
those present was a highly qualified scien-
tist, and the aother was a well-known agri-
cultural expert. There was a certain prob-
lem confronting the farmers, and one of
them pui eertain questions to those two
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gentlemen, The agricultural expert got up,
and after going round, under and over the
subject for a quarter of an hour, he left
uc one any the wiser. The selentist, on the
other hand, said, I migni give you a hun-
dred and one reasons why this occwrred,
and probably would be wrong in eaeh ease.
The best thing T can tell you is that T know
nothing about it.” We do get the truth
from sclentists, and that is probably
what we have got from TDr. Teakle.
The relative value of horses and traetors has
been referred to. That is a matter of
economics. The increase in the produetion
of wheat in the world is largelv due to the
number of tractors employed in the United
States. The machines are purchased so
cheaply there and the fuel is so cheap that
millions of horses were scrapped and an im-
memse quantity of wheat was produced.
Hundreds of thousands of men were put off
farms because tractors were found to he
mote economical than horses. If we could
discover fuel, such as has been discovered in
the United States, there would be no question
about the value of tractors here. In South
Australia tractors are being worked with
char¢ozl and wood, and if the same principle
conld be applied here, there would probably
he an additional eall for those implements.
The Government of South Australia have ex-
perimented for some time with a tractor that
has been run on wood and chareoal. The
department here could conduet similar ex-
periments with considerable benefit {o the
State.

Mr. Raphael: That would mean taking
more men awayv from the industry.

Mr. PATRICK: Had it not heen for the
tractors then n use, the 50,000,000-bushel
vield last year would not have been har-
vested. There are not enough horses in the
whole Commonwealth to take the place of
the tractors if they were all scrapped to-
morrow. 1 wish to pav a tribute to the work
that is being done by Mr. Newman of the
Agricultural Department. His work is not
speatacular, but it is of inmmense benefit to
the State. [ hope he will be able to find
means to overcome the blowfly trouble and
also the red mite. Already we learn that the
red mite has been found north of Northamp-
ton, so that it is spreading rapidly. The
member for Mi. Magnet {Hon. M. F. Troy)
referred to the Director of Agrieuiture, and
said he thought the department should he
run by an Under Secretary. I do not agree
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with that view. He said the Director was
not suitable as head of the department be-
eanse he did not possess the necessaray all-
round knowledge of agriculture.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Not exactly that.
He said he would do better if he were doing
the work of administration.

Mr. PATRICK: The principal business
of the Director is administrative. He has to
see that the men in control of the branches
do their work properly. He should also
work in with them. The Director of Agri-
culture in South Australia, Professor Per-
kins, is one of the most efficient directors in
Australia. He was in my time Government
Vitieulturist and Government Horticulturist.
He knew nothing about agriculture, but he
has heen a great success as a director.

Hon. P. Collier: Does the bon. member
suggest that any highly qualified specialist
should spend his time in administration?

Mr., PATRICK : No, bui that is no bar to
a man being a successful director. T am not
critieising our director. In Professor Lowrie
we had probably the most efficient Director
of Agriculture in our time.

Hon. P. Collier: If we have a man who is
an expert in wheat growing, why should we
take up his time dealing with fruit?

Mr. PATRICK: Probably it would be
wrong to give him the job. It might be
better to keep him in his own department.
In his time Professor Lowrie was a judge of
all classes of stock, sheep, eaftle and horses,
at the Adelaide Royal Show. Not only was
he one of the best judges in Australia, but
he possessed an unrivalled knowledge of
agricultore. He was such a strong-minded
man that no Minister could get on with him.

Hon. P. Collier: He is the sort of man we
want.

Me. PATRICIK : And he had te get out.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Perbaps he eould
not get on with his Ministers.

My, PATRICK: He had different ideas.

Hon. P. Collier: In other words, the effi-
cient experts will not aliow themselves to he
overruled by a Minister who does not know
anything about the matter.

Mr. PATRICK: That is exactly the point.

Hon. P. Collier: It is a fact.

Mr. PATRICK : We now have a Minister
who possesses a knowledge of agriculture.

Hon. P. Collier: But there may be an-
other Minister later on without any know-
ledge of agrientiure.
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The Minister for Agriculture: I am go-
ing to stick to the job.

Mr. PATRICK): Various problems will
lave to be faced in the future. We have
leen dealing largely with new land, and
there is the guestion of the mainienance of
iertility. That can be achieved only by
adopting a far better system of farming
than that adopted hitherto. To that end
the experts of the department ean largely
zssist. If there is one depariment which
rather than others should not be alluwed to
suffer from false economy, it is the Agri-
cultural Department,

MR. BARNARD (Sussex} [847]: T
cannot let the opportunity pass without
congratulating the Government on the es-
tablishment of a stud farm in the Soutb-
West. Such an establishment is essential;
snd I regret it was not set up a few years
ago, as it would have saved the country a
good deal of money in the purchase of high-
class stock. In a dairying centre it iz abso-
lately essential that the best of stoek should
ke procured, because it is just as cheap to
keep a good animal as fo keep a bad one.
The cattle recently imported are of excel-
lent elass, and I am sure they will prove of
great benefit to the district. The cows are
of good quality, though the prices paid for
gome of them are rather high. The Gov-
¢rmment have introdueed into the distriet
some fine pigs, and in the near future the
¢lass of pigs produced there should be ex-
cellent. The (Government have also started
an experimental grass plet, inecluding
grasses from all parts of the world. In a
dairying distriet a namber of grasses is es-
sential. At present Western Australia has
only a few grasses, whereas many fine
grasses natural to other parts of the world
would probably deo well here. At the mo-
ment, in fact, some imported grasses are
doing very well indeed; and we are watch-
ing elosely to see how they will earry on
through the summer. If we ean introduce
grasses which will stand the summer season,
it will be an excellent thing for the South-
West. I am convinced that in the balane-
ing of fodders additional grasses will prove
bencficial io the stock. The member for
Albany (Mr, Wansbrough) has drawn at-
tention to small epidemics amongst stoek af
Denmark. The same thing applies in the
South-West, and we look to the Agrieul-
tural Department to have an eye kept on
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this matter by officers who understand stock.
In a new district such as the South-West,
where the struggling settler has only a small
number of cows, the loss of even one or two
represents a great misforfune to him. A
reduction of fwo brings his number of cows
down from ten to eight, though he is still
called a ten-cow man. It is highly import-
ant that the Apgrieultural Department keep
a striet wateh on the diseases of cattle,
Like other members who have spoken, I do
not greatly favour the zone system. The
whole of my electorate, which covers a large
area, is practically a Jersey zone, except as
regards the cows kept by a few of the older
settlers, Hvery Agricultural Bank -eclient
has to stock Jerseys. Although these are
fine eattle, I believe that the utility cow is
required in the distriet. The milking short-
horn sheuld be encouraged there as well as
the Jersey. The area is too large to be re-
strieted to one type of eatile. 1t should be
divided into several zones so as to allow
settlers to take on the cattle whiech they
prefer.

[BLr. Angelo took the Chair.]

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. P. 1. ¥erguson—Irwin - Moore)
[8.51]: I appreciate highly the spirit in
which hon. members have ecriticised the
Estimates of my department. I realise
that their eriticisms have been made with
the idea of helping, and some of them will
be of great assistance to me. I have been
surprised at the diversity of subjeets dis-
cussed in comnection with these Estimates,
subjects ranging from the Estimates them-
selves to marketing methods, proposed
legislation, farmers’ debts, egzr control,
birth control, and a score of other items—
all interesting, but not all of them relevant
to the Estimates of the Agricultural De-
partment. I shall now endeavour to satisfy
members as to some of the questions they
have raised, and try to set at rest
doubts existing in their minds in econ-
nection with various matters which theyw
have diseussed. The member for Murray-
Wellington (Mr. MeLarty) was desirous of
ascertaining the position as to the testing
of creamn at the various butfer factories.
For his information, and for that of hom.
members generally, T wish to explain that
the responsibility is upon the butter fae-
tories themselves to test the eream which
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comes to them from their suppliers. KEach
factory has its own tester, who is approved
of by the Agrieultural Department as
being a man capable of doing the work.
Moreover, the expert advisers attached to
the dairying branch of the department,
periodically visit the factories and keep a
cheek on the work of the testers. There-
fore I do not think there is much reason
for suppliers of butter fats to the factories
to believe that their interests are neglected.

Mr. Mclarty: Does that apply to milk
factories also?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No: only to butter faciories. The hon.
member also raised the question of herd
testing. T know it was a matter of great
regret to him, as it was to me, that owing
to the diffieult financial position with
which the Government were faced they
found it necessary to curtail the herd test-
ing operations of the Agricultural Depart-
ment. Stud herd testing has been carried
on for a long time, and is still being car-
ried on; but owing to the {"ommonwealth
Government having diseontinued their as-
sistance in the direction of grade herd
testing, we have been forced to abandon
that work, which is not being done any-
where in the State to-day. Representations
have been made to the Comimonwealth Bank
to induce them to assist us in this direction.
When in Melbourne last week, I saw the
Chairman of the Commonwealth Bank
Board, and I think it extremely likely that
the bank will come to our assistance with a
grant, so that with the help of the owners
of herds I hope the Government will be
able to reinstate grade herd testing. I feel
sure it is in the best interests of the dairy-
men of this State that it should be carried
on. Reference was also made by the hon.
member to the advisableness of legislation
dealing with the whole-milk industry. The
matter is one that comes within the pur-
view of the Minister for Health, and I
cannot deal with it as Minister for Agri-
culture. The hon. member alse raised the
question of noxious weeds. Some erificizm
was lavelled at the department in connec-
tion therewith. The hon. member himself
as a member of a loeal governing body
must realise fully that it is the province of
road boards to deal with noxious weeds. All
that the department have io do in connee-
tion with noxious weeds is to see that the
local governing hodies stand up to their
obligations. It is a sorry state of affairs
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when a (overnment department bas to
compel a body of elected representatives
of the ratepayers of any distriet to do their
obvious duty. Surely it is the duty of local
governing bodies to try to keep their par-
ticular distriets free of noxious weeds,
which constitute a menace to every rate-
payer and to the State as a whole, 1 wish
to impress upon ail local governing budies
in Western Anstralia that they should
stand up to their obligations in this regard
and do their utmost to rid their distriets
of noxious weeds which, if allowed to grow
for a few years, seed profusely in nearly
every instance, and thereupon cause a great
deal move ftrouble in eradieation than
would be the case if they had not been
allowed to go to seed for a few years. If
there is any particular weed which a local
woverning body regards as likely to consti-
tute a menace and therefore desires to have
placed on the list of noxious weeds, that
ean be done by application to the depart-
ment. The member for Murray-Wellington
uiso referred to the red mite and lucerne
flea. The department have been actively
¢ngaged in an endeavour to discover some
method by which these pests can be con-
trolled, Mr. Womersley, of the C.S.LR,,
and Mr, Newman, the Entomologist of the
Agricultural Department, have been work-
ing in eonjunction towards this end. Quite
recently what is thought likely to be a wuse-
ful parasite has been discovered in the
South-West.

Mr. Marshall: Why do you refer to it
28 a parasite if it is useful? Can parasites
be useful?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Of course they can. A parasite which would
rid us of the lucerne flea or the red mite
would be very useful indeed.

Mr. Marshall: Then it would not he a
[arasite,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Whilst I am not prepared to say at this
stage that the parasite which has been dis-
covered will eradicate the Ilucerne flea,
nevertheless great hopes of this result are
eniertained. However, until we are defi-
nitely assured of suceess, no definite pre-
nouncement ean be made. Every effort
will be used to follow the matter up, o as
to utilise the parasite to the fullest possible
degree if we find that it will do the joh
which we think it is capable of doing.
YWhen I first came fo the Agrienltural De-
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poriment, I had, like many other farmers,
nnmerous notions that I hoped to put icto
operation for the benefit of the agricul-
turists of Western Australia. But, anfor-
tunately, Ministers propose and Treasurers
dispose. Because I have been unable to
secure the amount of finance that I needed
lo carry out my ideas, many of them bave
had to be serapped. One thing that I had
hoped to see was the appointment of a
pig adviser in connection with the work
ol the department. The member for Bev-
erley {Mr. J. 1. Mapn) raised this ques-
t;on, and I wish to assure him that the mat-
ter is not being lost sight of, and that af
the very earliest moment, as soon as the
Treasurer can make fhe money available,
an offieer will be appointed for this pur-
pose.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Do you hope fo get
a deecent price for pigs or shall we have to
sacrifice them as we are doing to-day?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The member for Guildford-Midland (Hon.
W. D. Johnson) is keen on the question of
marketing.

Hon. W. D). Johnson: Tt is all-impertant.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The depariment I control deals with agri-
culture and we are not coneerned with mar-
keting. I look forward to the time when
the department will be known as the De-
pertment of Agriculture and Marketing be-
eause T believe the functions could he easily
combined seeing that they go together.

Heon. W. D. Johnson: It is useless pro-
ducing more pigs at a loss.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Pigs are not produced to-day at a loss.
The loss the farmers are making is in con-
neetion with wheatgrowing, and the devei-
opment of pig raising will assist the wheat-
crowers to make a profit out of their sur-
plus grain. The member for Beverley {Mr.
4, I. Mann) referred to the purchase of
stallions. The policy of the department is
{o encourage the purchase of stallions out-
side the State to the fullest possible extent.
In these days when the tractor is going ont
of favour and the horse is ecoming back to
favonr, there is a big future for horse-
hreeding in this State.

Mr. Patrick: The march of science will
rot stand still.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The best way we can encourage the horze-
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lheeding industry is to import the hesi type
of stallion to improve the stock. I agree
with the hon. member when he says we
ghould import mares as well. TIf I could
kave secured the necessary funds from the
Treasurer, I would have purchased mnres
fur one or two of the State institutions in
an endeavour to breed high-class stoel. At
the same time I do not think it is a fune-
tion of the department to breed stock Lo
dispose of the animals at a profit but rather
to assist private individuals by subsidis-
ing the purchase of stud stallions.

Mr. J. T. Mann: And brood mares, too.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
There is this to be said about the purchase
of mares that the mare proves profitable to
the owner, whereas hy purchasing stallions
we can pive practical assistance to 30 or 40
different breeders. One of the conditions
under which we purchase stallions is that
the animal must travel in the districts where
he is joeated so that his services shall be
availabie to any farmer desiring them. That
would be ahsolutely impossible if we assisted
anyone to purchase a mare. Any advantage
agerning would be to the purchaser himself;
the other settlers in the district would not
profit by that course. The member for Bev-
erley is a keen stockman and he raised the
question of the renovations required at the
saleyards at Midland Junction. That is one
of the works I have endeavoured to acecom-
plish from the ineeption of my regime as
Minister in charge of the department. T re-
alised the absolute necessity of bringing the
vards up to date. The Lahour Government
had been good enough to provide sufli-
cient money to put about 50 per cent.
of the yards in order. That was done
by putting down concrete fioors. The bene-
ficial result to the stockowners has heen most
marked. The remaining 50 per eent. of the
floor space has been allowed to get into a
shoeking condition. Maintenance costs have
represented a heavy drain on the resources
of the department, and continually recom-
mendations have bheen made urging that the
halance of the floor space should he put in
order. At long last I am glad to be able to
inform the Committee that the ‘Treasurer
has agreed to find the necessary money, and
the work will he proceeded with almost im-
mediately. That information will appeal to
stockowners generally. T regret it is not
possihle to find sufficient monev to concrete
the halance of the floor space and make it
uniform with the portion already attended
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to. It would require several thousands of
pounds’ worth of cement to earry out that
work and, owing to the small amount of
money that ¢an be made available at the
present time, it has heen decided to cover
the floor space with white gum sleepers.
While the timber will not prove as perman-
enf as conerete, white zam is one of the best
woods known in the world for standing
in the ground. ~ I believe the sleepers will
last for many years to come. They will be
cut by men on sustenance, and some have
been cut already. T believe the work will
rove entirely satisfactory to the stockown-
ers and they can rest assured that the abom-
inable floor that exists to-day will soon be
done away with.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: Would not a bite-
men surface have been cheaper?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No, white gum sleepers will be cheaper and
T douht if bitumen would prove satizfac-
tory. The member for Beverley referred
to stock licks. There are mauny proprietary
stoek lieks on the market and many farmers
buy them. It has been reported to the de-
partment that the stock have benefited con-
siderably from those licks. While T agree
that that is so, I would point out to the
stockmen of this State that the Agrieul-
tural Department has placed a formula
on the market, which has proved very satis-
factory as a stock lick. It ean be prepared
for an expenditure of about one-half the
price charged by the owners of proprietary
licks. We believe the lick the department
has suggested is as good as any of the
proprietarv lines, and I want the farmers
of the State to know that in purchasing the
departmental preparation, they will have one
that will meet all their requirements. T wish
to reply to some of the remarks made by the
member for Mt Magnet (Hon. M. F. Troy)
last night. T was pleased to note the mod-
erate tone adopted hy that hon. member.
Owing to a small difference of opinion that
took plice between the hon. member and my-
self in my office some time ago, T was led
to believe that he would rake me fore and
att in Parliament. 1 was a little apprehen-
sive us to what would take place.

Hou. J. C. Willeock: He is all vight.

Hon. P. Collier: The hon. member is al-
ways fuir.

The MINISTER ¥OR AGRICULTURE:
I want to explain that the memher for Mt.
Magnet was in my ofiice with a deputation
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to make representations on behalf of his
friends or eonstituents of his, and I told him
I considered he was distinetly unfair in ask-
ing me, as a new Minister—it was shortly
after I had heen appointed to my present
position—to do something that he would net
have asked my predecessor, his own Minis-
terial colleague, to do. He asked me to break
a regulation that had been promulgated by
his own colleague, and I refused to take
that action. I am sorry the hon. member is not
in his seat this evening because T would have
liked him to hear what I intend te say. He
got very execited when T refused to do as he
suggested, and he assured me he would raise
the matter in Parliament and would show me
up. Ag it was, he was very moderate last
night and T am glad he did not s=ay more
than he did. For my part, I shall not take
the matter any further.

Mr. Kenneally: You have gone so far by
way of innuendo——

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
There was no innuendo at all.

Mr. Kenneally: You might as well ga the
full distance and not leave the innuendo.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
What innuendo have T left? The member
for Mt. Magnet is not like the member for
East Perth (Mr. Kenneally), The member
for Mt. Magnet would not indulge in innu-
endoes and I made no innuendo, nor did T
leave any inference to be drawn. I am glad
the matter has ended in this way, and 1 want
to assure the member for Mt. Magnet that
there is no animesity on my part, nor do I
believe there is any on his part either. T am
glad that the incident between us is elosed;
it is finished so far as I am eoncerned.

Mr., Kenneally : Then why ventilate it
now?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Because the hon. member referred to it last
night.

Mr, Patrick: I think he referred to an
officer of the department; he said he was
satisfied with the Minister.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is another matter altogether. The mem-
ber for Mt. Magnet ecommented upon the im-
portation of eattle from Vietoria. In fair-
ness to myself and the ottivers of the depart-
ment, it should be explained that the cattle
imported from Vietoria were tuken from dis-
tricts where no cases of pleuro-pneumonia
bad vecurred during the previous two vears.
From the time when he himself previously
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purchased cattle from New South Wales, the
Vietorian Government made strenuous efforts
to rid their State of pleuro-pneumonia, and
have practically sueceeded in doing so. They
spent a lot of money in exterminating all the
cattle on farms where the disease had ap-
peared. The result is that to-day Victoria is
practically free of plenro-pneumonia. That
is the difference between the position in Vie-
torin and in our own State, and explains
why we are prepared to purchase cattle in
Victoria in districts that we know to be
clean, whereas we will not permit cattle from
the northern parts of the State to be brought
down to the southern parts, seeing that we
do not know that the northern areas are free
from pleuro. I shall say no more regarding
that phase of the question, hecause a Royal
Commissioner will shortly commenee an in-
quiry regarding the stock regulations and
the pleuro line in the Kimberleys, The mem-
ber for Mt. Magnet also referred to the zone
system in connection with the dairying in-
dustry in the South-West, and other mem-
hers, too, raised the same question. That
policy was introduced after mature con-
sideration by the Soperintendent of Dairy-
ing, the Divector of Agriculture, and other
officers associnted with them. After they had
diseussed the question amongsi thenselves,
they conferred with the representatives of
the Royal Agricultural Soeiety, and with
prominent cattle breeders and dairymen. As
a result of the discussions with the several
interests, the zone system became an aceom-
plished fact. It was established in an en-
desvour to assist the dairying industry. It
was considered it would be better to have one
type of cow in each distriet rather than a
mixtare of different breeds of ecattle dis-
tributed throughout the one area. While 1
realise it has not been possible to carry out
the scheme in its entirety, hecause there are
so many dairymen in each distriet who have
not received assistance from the Government
and can therefore purchase the particular
breed of cattle they faney, on the other hand,
those farmers who have received Government
assistance are asked to purchase only the
type of eattle chosen for their partienlar
zone.

Mr. MeLarty: They cannot go in for other
Iheeds.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No, not with Government money. It will
be remembered that the zone system was in-
troduced mainly in the interests of the group
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setilers. There is a vast difference be-
tween settlers of that type and the older
farmers of that arvea, who had their
own herds and knew so much more ahout
cattle and the dairying industry generally.
It was neeessary to give definite and em-
phatic advice to group settlers, so that they
would embark on the right type of caitle,
Wherever we go in the South-West we see
a very marked improvement in the type of
cow as the result of this zone system.

Mr. Patrick: No, no.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It is a positive fact. Here is an instance of
the wisdom of a dairyman getting hold of
one partienlar type of cattle and concen-
trating on it: There are two well-known
dairymen side by side in the South-West,
both of them good, practical men. Each is
milking 74 ecows. One of them does not be-
lieve in the zone system, but buys a dif-
ferent breed of bull every year. For a re-
cent month that dairyman’s factory cheque
was £98. BSide by side with him is another
dairyman on a slightly poorer farm. He
also is milking 74 ecows. When he started
several years ago he decided to concentrate
on one breed, and has not changed from
that breed.

Mz, Patrick: What breed is it?

The MINISTER ¥OR AGRICULTURE:
Never mind. From his 74 cows, his factory
cheque for the same month was £211.

Mr. Melarty: That is exceptional.

Hon. P. Collier: For how long has that
test been going on?®

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
] can only say that both men have been in
the industry for a long time. Those cream
cheques were for the month before I was
down there. When those two men started
they bad cows of somewhat equal produe-
tivity. I could not see any difference in
their cows. But one man has been mixing
his bulls, getting one of a different breed
every time. To-day he bas a mongrel herd,
whereas the other man has been buying
balls of one breed, with the result that his
cream cheque is very considerably higher
than his neighbour’s.

Mr. Patriek: He is not a practieal dairy-
man.

The MINISTER FOK AGRICULTURE:
They are both practical dairymen. Re-
garding this zone syséem, I bhave here a
communication I received a little time ago.
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It should be of interest to members. It
reads as follows:—

It is fatal for a2 man lo sturi off, say with
a Jersey bull; when that animal’s heifers are
old enough for breeding he looks around for
another bull, and is not particular about its
breeding. But because he bas heard someone
say that Avrshires are hardier, he buys an
Ayrshire hull to mate with the Jersey heifer,
and when the resultant progeny of this cross
are ready for milking, a wmilking Shorthorn
bull is procured with the idea of giving more
size or more saleable steers, And again with
the next generation he uses a Friesian bull,
with the thought of increased milk flows. And
after all these years of breeding he now ex-
pects an animal which has a combination of
the advantages of all the breeds enumerated,
namely, rich high-testing milk, hardy large
frames, and heavy milkers, But what the far-
mer really has after his 12 or 15 years of
breeding is & mixed nondeseript mongrel; hard,
all sizes, colours, tyes and worst of all, no im-
provement in production, but really a more
definite mongrel than when he started, due to
the conflict of type of each breed with each
mating. On the other hand, with a defined
system of breeding and the gelection of a breed
of sire to suit the climate, pasturage, and
marketing conditions for the produce, and a
stannchness in keeping to that breed, with each
generation a definite improvement is shown.

Mr. Patrick: We all agree with that.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It is a grossly ex-
aggerated case.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The member for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo)
referred to our surplus sheep problem.
This is one of the very great difficulties in
our pastoral areas.

Hon. P. Collier: The member for Gas-
coyne does not know very much about that
subject.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
He is & practical man where sheep are con-
cerned.

Hon. P, Collier: No, he is not a sheep
man. What he knows about is barnana
growing.

The CHATRMAN: Order, order!

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The member for Gaseoyne is an experienced
banker, an experienced sheep man, and
is experienced in station management. I
agree with him that one of the very great
problems we have to face is the disposal of
our surplus sheep. Dne, of course, to many
years’ development in the southern portion
of the State, as well as in the pastoral
areas, the established pastoralists of the
North in the past were able to get rid of
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their surplus stock. But to-day, unfortu-
nately, they eannot do so. Nor is there any
demand in the markets of the world for
canned mutton. At one time we thoueht
to get rid of our surplus stock by canning
it. I do not know what is going to be done
with that surplus. 1 heard of a pastovalist
in the North who sold several thousands of
sheep at 1s. per head.

Mr. Coverley: What class of sheep?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
A very decent class.

Mr. Coverley: T bet they had ticks as
long as their tails.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
They were of a very decent elass, and they
came from a station whose wool has al-
ways fetehed top price. I think something
mlight be done in the extension of the trade
with Java and the Dutech East Indies with
some of these sheep, and I have been mak-
ing inquiries to see if that market can he
exploited, for I ecan discerm no other
avenue for getting rid of those sumrplus
sheep, As the Leader of the Opposition
said last night, the diffieulty lies in the lack
of transport. If we could have a regular
fortnightly service of boats with the Duteh
East Indies, I think we could get rid of
many of our surplus sheep. But there is
no trade to warrant the frequent runnning
of the boats. From the other side of the
world our competitors have a regular ser-
vice of boats to Singapore, and so they are
in a position to sopply that market with
the meat which we should be supplying, in
view of our superior geographical position.
But they bave the trade established, where-
as we have not. Tt is difficult to displace
their trade, and until we can build up ours
on a sufficiently large scale to warrant the
frequent running of boats, we shall be up
against a very great difficulty in this re-
gard.

Hon. P. Collier: That is quite true.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The member for Guildford-Midland (Hon.
W. D. Johnson) in discussing these Esti-
mates at some length did not once refer
to them, but discussed marketing, which
he said was a vital question to the primary
producers of Western Australia. T agree
with him. It is more or less an ohsession
with the hon, member, and a lot of us do
not accept his viewpoint,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: TUnfortunately for
you the farmers do.
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
To most of ns any interference with what
has been regarded as the ordinary chan-
nels of trade and commerce is more or less
anathema. But I am having it borne in
en me that owing to combinations of other
sections of the eommunity, which react to
the prejundice of the producer, the time is
coming when the produeer will have to do
something in the direetion which is always
being advoeated by the member for Guild-
ford-Midland. As to whether it is wise to
insist upon control in all our marketing 1
am not prepared to say, but I think that
unless the commercial community of Aus-
tralia, whieh has the big end of the stick in
connection with this business, is prepared
to wive the producer a more satisfactory
deal in future than he has had in the past,
the producer will have to turn his atten-
tion to econtrolling his own marketing
operations and be independent of thoese
who are making more out of it than he is
at present. However, the department I con-
tro! is an advisory depariment, and has
nothing to do with marketing, and until
the time comes when it may be altered, not
very much can be done by ns. The member
for Albany referred to the investigations
heing made into the wasting disease in
rattle in the Denmurk arvea. He misrepre-
sented the matter slightly, for he criticised
{he Guvernment for spending so small an
amount on those investigations. He quoted
£500, but if he refers to the Estimates he
will see that the proposed expenditure this
vear is £735. Fverything is being donc
that ean be done with the limited amount
available for this purpose on the farm we
have taken over from a group settler in the
Denmark ares. It has been definitely es-
tablished that sheep contract this wasting
disease just as well as do cows and calves.

Mr. Wanshrongh: Pigs also.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We have definitely decided to conduct our
investigations with sheep. To that end we
have purchased some sheep and sent them
down to that farm, where investigations are
being carried out by Mr. Pilmer, the depart-
mental expert. We have there also an agri-
cultural adviser, with a group settler to
assist him. The whole of the operations are
being supervised by Dr. Gilruth of the
Council of Scientific and Industrial Re-
search. Dr. Gilrnth was in Western Aus-
tralia recently, and visited the farm, and T
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am able to say that the investigations being
made met with bhis approvall  The hon.
member sald the department should not
hide its light under a bushel, but should
report the resuli of its investigations up to
date. Unfortunately the results so far ob-
tained are not saofficiently definite to war-
rent announcement, and unfil we can get
positive results it would be improper to
make any statement which might not he
confirmed by later results, and so might
mislead the Denmark farmers. The mem-
ber for Kimberley referred to projeected
land settlement in hig distriet. This is not
u matter for my department. He should
take it op with the Lands Department in an
endeavour to get that area which be says is
suitable for settiement, settled. When it is
settled my department will do its utmost
to assist the settlers to wake good. The hon,
uembers referred also to the fact that we
had reduced the vermin rate, and that in con-
sequence stockmen in his electorate who
busied themselves trapping dingoes were
unable to make a living in the off season.
I have only followed in the footsteps of my
predecessor, who reduced the rate. I did
not reduce it any further than he did, and
T applaud him for having made the redue-
tion, .
Mr. Coverley: Are you sure?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am not in the habit of making statements
of which I am not sure.

Mr, Coverley: I think he reduced the
rate, not the bonus,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T am referring to the rate, not the bonus.
The rate is the same to-day as when it was
fised by the ex-Minister for Agrienlture.
It has been necessary to reduce the bonus,
because there was not sufficient money in
the fund to continne payments at the old
rate.

Mr. Coverley: Owing to your reducing
the tax a second time.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am able to pay out in bonuses only what
iz collected by the Commissioner of Taxa-
tion by way of tax and handed to me, and
unless pastoralists and farmers are pre-
pared to pay a higher rate, it is impossible
for me to pay a higher honus. Much as I
regretted having to reduce the bonus, I was
compelled to do so owing ta the amount to
the credit of the fund becoming rapidly
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depleted. 1t is unfortunate that that has
been necessary, because I am convinced that,
had we been able to continue to pay the
higher bonus on dingoes, in the course of
a few years we would have nearly exter-
minated them from the State. Fozes, of
course, have largely inereased and the honus
has been cut down to a very small sum. Tf
it is reduced any further, it might as weil
be wiped out altogether. The member for
Swan (Mr. Sampson) asked what was be-
ing done regarding school plots. That is
the province of the Education Department,
who have their own Superintendent »f
Rural Schools.  That officer avails bim-
self of the services of the experis attached
to the Department of Agriculture, and they
assist bim in every way possible. They
assist also by the provision of seed
in certain  instances, and I am glad
to say that the resnlt has been very
beneficial in those rural schools where the
teachers and the scholars have been suffi-
ciently interested to take up this work. I
should like to see the work extended. I be-
lieve it is a very useful work. We want to
educate the rising generation in an agrieul-
tural way. In faet T consider that tco much
money has been spent in this State on
educating counter-jumpers, lawyers, doctors
and teachers, and not enough on agrieultural
education. 1 should like to see a lot more
spent in that direction. The Collicr Govern-
ment did something of this kind by establish-
ing the Muresk Agricultural College. That
will stand to the eredit of the ex-Premier for
all time.

Hon, P, Collier: One of the few things I
feel proud of,

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It is one of the {things that make me proud
of the hon. member.

Hon. P. Collier: Will you ereet a tablet
there when I die®

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
[ hope it will be a long time before that is
necessary. The work at Muresk is being
continued. The first bateh of fwo-vear stu-
dents have been turned out, and they are
now scattered throughout the length and
hreadth of the State. I believe they will
make their mark amongst the agrienltural
community. Western Australia will always
be an agricultural country. I believe that
the leaders of Western Australia ought to be
agriculturists, and 1 believe that the ex-
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students of Muresk will be amongst the
leaders of the public life of the State after
they have made good on their farms.

Hon. P. Colliey: Hear, hear!

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
During Show week I had an opportonity of
attending a dinner arranged by ex-student:
of Muresk College. They have an associa-
tion of students which they intend to keep
going, and as the college grows older, the
association will increase in numbers.  The
member for Swan asked what was being
done regarding the cultivation of tobaceo.
Tobacco is one of those tricky plants that is
likely to give a lot of trouble to the people
who engage In its cultivation. It is not a
erop that ean be grown by an inexperienced
man. Everyone who embarks on tobacco
cultivation has quite & lot to learn, but I am
glad to say that its cultivation is extending
tn this State, and that this year sufficient
seed has been sent to the country districts to
sow 3,000 acres of tobaceco. I do not think
that 3,000 acres will be sown, because far-
mers waste a large portion of their seed in
experimental work. I do not think that the
whole of it will be planted to advantage, but
I am hopeful that the erop to be harvested
as a result of this year’s sowing will show a
considerable inerease, There ig little doubt
that the guality of tobaceo grown in certain
soils in certain distriets in this State is as
good as anything that ean be produced in
Australia. Surely we iz this State shonld be
able to produce sulticient tobaceo to meet our
own reguirements! I should like to refer to
the fat-lamb industry, beeause I believe it
is going to be one of the biggest industries
of the State. Some years ago, in an en-
deavour to foster the export trade in lambs,
quite g lot of money, private and govern-
mental, was spent on the establishment of
the Western Australian Meat Works at Fre-
mantle. While those works have heen more
or less n white elephant to those who in-
vested money in them, as well as to the Gov-
ernment, nevertheless they have acted as a
safety valve and as an insurance against the
time when Western Australia would have a
surplus of lambs for export. That time has
arrived, and I believe that in the near future
the works will he utilised to their fullest
capaecity. Last year we exported 23,000
lambs treated at the works, and this year
we have already treated 44,000, of which
45,000 have been shipped and the balance
are in store. Members will have noticed a
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paragraph in the “West Anstralian” deal-
ing with the shipment of lambs sent away
early this year. It says—

Western Australian lambs were exhibited at
Smithfield to-day for the first time and made
a favourable impression, Southdown being out-
standing. Exporters gave the opinion that they
equalled the best, with the additional advan-
tage of proximity to market compared with the
Eastern States of Australia.

The Department of Agrieulture have been
condueting & campaign of encouraging fat-
lamb breeding, and we have felt it ineumbent
on us to inculeate into the minds of farmers
proposing to embark on this industry that
they should breed the right type of lamb. If
we are going to achieve success, it is essen-
tial to place on ‘the overseas market the
type of lamb that our customers there want
to boy., It is of no use our saying
that we are pgoing to breed a type
that we believe does well in this State if
1o one wants to buy it. We wani to breed
the best we can of the type our customers
require. After the appointment of & com-
mittee consisting of experienced lamb-
roisers, in conjunction with experis of the
department, we have suggested that the best
type of lamb that can be raised for the
overseas market is a lamb by a Souihdown
ram from a crossbred ewe. The econumitiea
and department do not say that that is the
culy suitable type of lamb. Whal we dv say
is that as a result of our experiments and
of the experience in the Eastern Stafes as
wull the progeny of the Southdown ram and
crosshred ewe is the best lamb for the over-
scas market. We want fo encourage the
people who are engaging in fhis industry
to produce that type of lamb. If growers
consider that some other type is a little
letter, or suits their partienlar conditions,
there is no reasen why they should not grow
that type, but the result of our experience
teaches that the lamb T have deseribed is
very siitable for most of the districts of
Waestern Australia and that it is the type
the English buyer wants for his table.
Hon. P. Collier: We ought to have a
really expert man to advise on that point.

The MIXISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
To appoint suech a man would entfail un-
necessary expense, becanse we can gei that
advice from those who control the market
in London, and we can easily see from day
to day the type of lamb that is bringing
ihe highest price per pound. That is what
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we want. We want quality in our lambs
bedause the English buyer will pay for
quality every time.

Hon. P. Collier: That is the whole point.
I went through the Smithfield markets and
it was easy to pick out the New Zealand
lambs.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I believe that the fat-lamb industry will
make great sivides in this State. I believe
ihat the inner wheat belf, the Soath-West
and adjacent areas are eminently suitable
for the production of high-class lambs. T
believe that the outer pastoral areas should
concentrate on the production of meringes,
and the outer agrienltural aress might
easily embark on the production of a
crosshred ewe that could be sold in
the inner agricultural areas, the South-West
end the Great Southern distriets to become
the mothers of the export lambs after being
mated with Southdown rams. If we do
that, we shall be proceeding or sound and
safe lines, and the efforts of our produceys
will be crowned with suecess. For somec
time Ministers in charge of the Department
cf Aprieulture have been endeavouring to
induce the South Australian Government to
allow our tomatoes to go through South
Australia to Melbourne. There is 2 big
narket in Vietoria for early tomatoes.
Western Australia is particularly adapted
for the production of early tomatoes, especi-
ally in distriets like Carmarvon and Ger-
aidton, which are free from frosts and
where the soil and climatic conditions are
suituble. I am glad to inform members
that at last the South Australian Government
have agreed to our repeated requests and
that our tomatoes are now allowed to pass
through South Australin to Vietoria under
verlain conditions. I beheve that Western
Australian tomato growers will reap con-
siderable benefit therefrom. As an indiea-
tion of the growth of our tomato trade,
I should like to quote the number of cases
of tomatoes imported into Vietoria last
month. The figures were—From Queens-
land, 21 eases: from New South Wales, nil;
from South Awstralia, 2,706; and from
Western Australia, 12,136 cases. That gives
an indieation of the growth of the tomato
trade with Vietoria. Tt is not likely that
that quantity will continue because Vie-
toria will be able to produce her own
supplies later on. Last year I discovered



4922

with regret that the wheatgrowers of West-
ern Australia had not utilised to the fullest
extent the pedigreed seed wheat grown at
tle various State farms. At the close of
the season a portion of the crop had to be
suld as f.a.q. wheat. This was very painful
{e me after we had gone to such expense
and trouble to produce seed wheat on the
farms, but the growers were " unable,
ocwing to their financial position, to pay
cash for the wheat and unse it as seed.
Some of it had to he sold in the vieinity
of 2s. a bushel. This year T have evolved
a scheme wherehy the growers can get seed
wheat without paving cash. To those who
were prepared to give me a bushel and a
half of f.o.q. wheat, I said T would supply
with one bushel of pedigreed graded seed.
A fortnight ago I announced in the Press
that I was ready fo receive applications for
this seed wheat. There would probably he
about 8,000 bags of seed available. Within
10 days of the notice appearing we received
applieations for no less than 25,000 bags
of seed. That will show what the farmers
think of it, and will indicate their regvet
that they were unable to use the seed last
vear. This vear's seed will ali he utilised,
and none of it will be wasted. The member
for Beverley referred to the purchase of
pigs and cows by the Government in the
Eastern States. These purchases were
effected out of a fund that was made avail-
able by the Rural Credit Branch of the Com-
monwealth Bank. The stipulation was that
the money should he spent in improving ounr
stock. The Superintendent of Dairying was
sent to the Fastern States to effect the pur-
chases. Yesterday T gave members partieu-
lars of this stock. Those who have seen the
animals say they are of a very high elass.
They represent the best eattle we have been
able to get from the Eastern States. Tt
follows that the growers there are not going
to sell their best stuff, but the beasts that
Mr. Baron Hay has purchased are the hest
available. As an indieation of the sound
judgment he displayed T would mention that
just hefore the Melbourne Royal Show he
purchased some pigs, and these were exhib-
ited at the show. Amongst the 12 sows and
two boars that he purchased the pigs gained
ot the show the following prizes :—Champion
boar, reserve champion sow, two frst prizes,
three second prizes and one third. This is
an indication that Mr. Baron Hay's judg-
ment coineided with that of the judge at
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the show. Our agriculturists have heen
experiencing a diffienlt time in the last year
or two. I believe that the silver liu-
g 15 now beginning to appear.
There is a better outlook than there was
12 months ago. [ believe the result of the
elections in Great Britain will have a
marked effect upon the position.

Hon. P. Collier: Now, now!'

The MINISTER FOR AGRICCLTURE:
I thiek the result will he felt in the pries
of the commodities that we have to sell in
the markets of the old worid, Duribg the
last few days there has been considerable
improvement in the price of wool. In to-
night’s paper there is a siatement to the
effect that at the Geelong sales wool
fetched 2194d. a 1b.

Hon. P. Collier: Was that following
upen the elections in Great Britain?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I do not say so. 1t is the best price that
has been realised for wool in Australia for
a long time. 1 hope it will be the fore-
runner of a steady improvement. I am
informed that wheat to-day is being sold
by the pool to millers at 3s. 614d. a bushel.
That is the best price that has obfained for
n long time,

Hon. P, Collier: For the last two years.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It is an indication that things are improv-
ing,

Mr. Wansbroogh:
bonus ¢

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We do not know anything about that. I
believe our farmers generally would get on
better if they devoted more time to mixed
farming operations instead of concentrat-
ing largely upon one line. That does not
refer so much to farmers in the South-
West. I'armers in the wheat belt bave un-
fortunately concentrated too much on wheat
growing, and have neglected side lines. Too
many of them have bought their milk in
tins, have not made their own jam, and
have not kept pigs. I have always em-
harked npon every side line I could lav my
hands on, and 1 think our farmers would
have been mueh better off to-day and would
not have felt the depression so mueh if
they had tried their hands at side lines
instead of econcenfrating on one or two
things only. If we can induce them to
broaden their sphere of activities, and
the financial depression is a wmeans of
making them do this, although the dose

Does that include the
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is difficult to take, much benefit will
gecrue to them in the Jong run. The
officers of the department are working
whole-heartedly in this direction. They are
out to assist the farmers and give them the
best advice at their disposal. That is what
the department exists for. If it does not
do this, it will have failed in the purpose
for which it was created. Every officer is
anxious to do this to the best of his ability.

Hon. P. Collier:
officers.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I was plessed to hear the references to the
honour conferred upon Dr. Bennett, who
has devoted bimself so unselfishly to the
investigations into the dread Braxy-like
disease. It looks as if his efforts will be
crowned with sumceess. I sineerely regret
the untimely death of our poultry adviser.
The late Mr. Richardson was an officer to
be proud of. He was wrapped up in his
work, and did much for those engaged in
the industry. People may have disagreed
with him, but they acknowledge that he was
highly respected and an upright and hon-
ourable man who lived for his job. He did
his work in the job and he took his pleasure
and recreation in it. His job was his whole
interest in life. I deeply regret that at &
comparatively early age he has passed away
and that the department has been rendered
the poorer by his death.

They are a good lot of

Vote put and passed.

Vote—College of Agriculture, £7,830—
agreed to.

Vote—Public Utilities—Aborigines Native
Stations, £4,576:

Mr. COVERLEY: The Estimates in this
case have been decreased by £826.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can
ask questions but cannot engage in a gen-
eral debate.

Mr. COVERLEY: I should like to know
why the tannery department has been elosed
down. This was attached to the Moola
Bulla station, and cost many thousands of
pounds,

The Minister for Works: As the Minister
for Lands is not present, this vote might be
postponed.

Vote postponed.
[19]
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Vote—Goldfields Water Supply Under-
taking, £118,192:

Mr. MARSHALL: Has any provigion
been made for a reticulation system at
Wiluna, and is any money provided on the
Estimates for it?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: These
Estimates cover only the operating expenses,
salaries, ete. I have looked up the file
dealing with the matter, The Wiluna water
scheme is controlled by a board. The mem-
bers of it have asked the department to
find money to instal pumps at certain wells.
The Water Board is constituted under the
Aect with power to borrow money, and they
have been advised to that effect. No money
has been provided on any of the Estimates
for this work.

Vote put and passed.
Votes—Kalgoorlie  Abattoirs, £21,120;

Bletropolitan  Abattoirs and Saleyards,
£26,349—agreed to.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.2 pm.

Legislative Council,
Tuesday, 3rd November, 1931,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
430 p.m, and read prayers.

QUESTION—UNEMPLOYMENT,
BLACEBOY AND HOVEA CAMPS.
Hon. E. H. H. HIALL aslied the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, How many men are at present
on sustenance {a) at Blackboy, (b) at



