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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.3G
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION - LIFE-SAVING APPLI-
ANCESPLEASURE RESORTS.

Mir. RAPHAEL (without notice) asked
the Minister for Railways: In view of the
tragedy that was narrowly averted at Coino
during the week, will the Government takre
steps to see that proper lifesaving appliances
are provided at the various pleasure resorts?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: I am not aware that it is the respon-
sibility of the Government to provide Ife-
saving appliances at pleasure resorts.

Mir. Raphael: My question. was not int-
tended to mean that the Government themi-
selves should provide the lifesaving appli-
ances, but that they should see that those
responsible should do so.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I do
not know that we can even do that, hut I"
willtlook into the matter.

QUESTION-MINERS' PHTHISIS ACT,
AMENDING LEGISLATION.

Mr. MARSFIALL (w.ithout notice) asked
the Minister for Mtines: Can he give the
House any information as to when he will
present th Bill to amnend the Mlinerst

Phithisis Act, if the rtunoured statement that
such a Bill is to be introduced is correct?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
The strict answer to the question is: Ye, I
can.

Mr- Marshall: Then will you tell us when
you will do so?7

The MINISTER FOR MTINES: I do not
know when I shall be able to do so, hut it
will be as early as practicable.

BILLr-INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
CONTINUANCE (No. 2).

Introduced by the Premier and read LL
first time.

BILL--VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. MILIJNGTON (Mt. Hawthorn)
[4.37] : I have examined the Act and tno
amendment embodied in the Bill. I find that
it affects Section 100A, which was enactced
to empower the collection of a. special tax
for the paynment of bonuses for certain
specified vermin. The provision in the Bill
will mean that instead of the Commissioner
of Taxation heing required to assess the
value of unimproved land, lie now has
power, under the provisions of the Bill, to
arbitrarily fix that value, and onl that value
lie can assess for the purposes of the special
vermn tax. I presume that course is neces-
sary on account of the legislation recently
passed under which taxation on holdings
that would ordinarily have been assessed, was
abolished. The deletion of Subsection t6)
of Section 100A is necessary be nouse the
commissioner already has full Ipower, and
therefore there is no need to furnish him
with instructions as embodied in Subsectioii
(0). Thus the Commissioner of Taxation is-
possessed of arbitrary p~owers. I do not
know if, in using those powers, lie will take
the pre~eiit values or. whlethecr he will give
some consideration to the altered land values
udue to the depression. I would like to sound
a note of warning to the MXinister. If tho
values are further decreased to any extent,
it will seriously affect the amount that will
he collected as vrmin tax. The rates were

u'i Iid. and 1/Ad. in the X, and they have
been reduced to Yld. and sd. in the£
respectively. I do not know the position o?
the pool at present, but I presume it has,
been somewhat depleted inuce the decrease
in the rates was authorised. There is evi-
dently trouble ahead if -the commissioner
decreases values to any considerable ex-
tent, thus affecting the amount that will he
paid into the pool from which bonuses are
paid.

The Minister for Agriculture: Probably
the rates will have to he increased, or the
bonuises decreased.
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11r. MILLINGTON: That is so. But if
the bonuses are decreased, that may tend to
defeat the object for which the legislation
was passed. It would be better for the State
to mnaintain the bonuses at the present
figure. I believe the bonus, system has had
tl~e effect of controlling the spread of din-
gices, foxes and caglehawvks. If we were
to discontinue the practice of payingr
bonuses, it would mean that all the money
spent and work done in the past, would be
useless. I take advantage of this occa-
sion to impress uplonl the Gov'ernmuent the
necessity of finding sufficient money to con-
tinue the existing, bonus payments for tha
destruction of dingoes, foxes and eagle-
h.awks. While the Bill is necessary, it
certainly confers arbitrary powers upon
the Commissioner of 'Taxation who will now
determine, without any instructions so far
,-s 1 can atscertain, what
be fixed. He has not to
o'nditions form~erly laid
Land and Income Tax
1907-1924. I draw the
Glovernment to the danger
in the event of decreased
affecting the vermin tax

assessments shall
comply with the
down under the
Assessment Act,
attention of the
I have indicated
values seriously
contributions to

the pool. I trust the operations of tihe
fund will not be interfered wvith to an ex-
tent that will reader the whole effect of the
legislation abortive. The M1inister for Ag-
riculture will have to give close attention
to that phase, and see that the fund is not
(depleted. I trust that the amount of
bonuses now paid will be continued. I
support the second reading of the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
dubate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1931-32.

In fom tittee of Supply.

Resumed fromi the previous day; -Mr.
Richardson in, the Chair.

Department of Agriculture (Eon. P. D.
Ferguson, M1inister).

V'ote-Department of Agriculture, £663,612
(partly considered):

MR. BROWNl (Pingelly) [4.48]: 1 do
not intend to find fault with the depart-
ment; what I have to say will rather he
in praise of it. There is no escaping the
fact that the officials are doing a great
deal of work in the interests of the pri-
mnary producers and the settlement and wel-
faire of the State. The system of experi-
mental farms is proving of enornmous value.
I had the privilege of being present at the
Merredin State Farm field day, and was
astounded to find the amount of good work
being done there, particularly with the dif-
ferent varieties of wheat.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It is not as good
as it was a few years ago.

Mr. BROWN: I had not been there for
two years.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The Merredin
State Farm needs close attention.

Mr. BROWN: A large number of
farmers attended and they were greatly in-
terested in the different varieties of wheat,
the dates for sowing, the quantity of ferti-
liser used, and the Yields. It had been a
dir season and the greater part of the
wheat in the district was hardly
worth reaping, but on the State
faimi a very decent yield was pro-
mnised. That speaks volumes for the work
of those responsible. If they are able to
impart their methods to the settlers
in the surrounding district, much good will
result. I congratulate the Minister upon
having introduced the system whereby
farmers may exchange a quantity of their
wheat for supplies of seed wheat. To ob-
tain seed wheat from another district is
always advantageous. When I was farm-
ing in Victoria, we found that we got the
best results with English barley if we ob-
tained a chanige of seed from New Zealand.
The growers of bar-ley were earefuli not to
use the same seed on the same land for two
successive years. Their experience was that
by obtaining seed from a distance, higher
yields were obtained. Latterly many new
varieties of wheat have come into use.
Some of the varieties that were favoured
by farmers eight or 10 years ago are hardly'
used now. It has been possible to hybridiSe
wheats and make them thoroughly suitable
for special districts. We now have a wheat
for dry districts that will mature mutch
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earlier than other wheats and give better
yields. Nowadays wheat is liable to many
diseases, and to cope with them is a matter
for the plant pathologists. Disease in
wheat is largely influenced by the season.
A certain variety may be grown in one sea-
son and an excellent yield obtained, but
in the following season the same variety
may give a very poor yield. By developing
different varieties at the State farms, much
usefl work has been done towards increas-
ing the yield of the State. The system of
experimental farms; is ai good one, and I
commend the department for the work
being done. Dairying is an industry of
which I have some knowledge. I can claim
to have had considerable experience of cat-
tie. We are endeavouring to improve our
dairy cattle by breeding cows that will pro-
duce greater quantities of butter fat. Much,
of course, depends upon the feed provided
for the stock. I recall that years ago one
of the best milkers for quality and butter
fat -was a Hereford cow, but that breed is
considered to be beef cattle rather than
dairy cattle. We are trying to breed cows
that will produce a good quantity of butter
fat as well as beef. I am not keen on the
zone system. A little while ago I inquired
in the South-West how the cattle were far-
ing, and was informed that there was a
danger of their getting rickets. At certain
periods of the year it was advisable to
change them over to drier districts. Every
settler is -not able to do that, hut if the
cattle have to be kept in the wetter districts
they become sublect to disease. I do not
know whether the disease is attributable to
the Zamia palm or to the grasses growing
there, but the fact remains that the cattle
of the South-West are prone to certain dis-
ease. In the Denmark district we were told
of a wasting disease. Cattle wvere dying,
but the cause of the disease was hardly
understood. This is a matter for investi-
gation by the veterinary officers. A ques-
tion of supreme importance is the variety
of feed to be grown to make dairying pay-
able. We have subterranean clover and
many other varieties of English fodders
that have adapted themselves to various
parts of the country. Unless the settlers
of the South-West conserve fodder to carry
their stock over the long dry summer, the
quantity of milk produced in that season
must seriously diminish. I advise the ]Kin-
ister for Agriculture to consider the erec-
tion of silos. Fodder must be conserved at

the right period of the year if the milk sup-
ply is to be maintained during the dry
period. The dairying industry in this State
is progressing by leaps and bounds. Pro-
ducers have overtaken local butter require-
ments, and a shipmuent of butter has beent
forwarded to London. I do not know
whether that shipment has been sold, but
I hope it realises the highest price. Dairy-
ing is a useful sideline on a w'heat farm.
Those farmers who milk five, six or eight
cows have sufficient money coining in from
the creamery or butter factory to keep the
home in groceries. There is a fair amount
of hard wvork attached to dairying, but it
is one of the best possible sidelines for a
cereal grower. The systemk of introducing
pedigreed stock from the Eastern States is
a sound one. I do not know whether it is
possible to obtain all good cattle. I saw
one ]ot of several hundred dairy cattle
a few years ago that had been im-
ported from the Eastern States, and
I was surprised to find almost every
breed known in Australia represented
in the mob. The majority, however, were
milking Shorthorns. Most of them came
from Queensland, and I wondered how long
it would take for them to become acelimat-
ised. When they are put into country
-,,here the Zamiai palm prevails, and where
other fodders grow that are not the best
feed for cattle, there must he considerable
loases. I do not know what the losses have
been, but I fear they have been great. At
the time I have referred to, there were many
fine cows with calves at foot in the -wheat
belt that could have been obtained for the
South-West, but when I mentioned this to
ant official, he said it was impossible to get.
the number required. When cattle are pur-
chased in the Eastern States, the freight
and other charges involved in bringing them
h-ere mnust make the price considerable. It
is infinitely better to send into the farming
districts cattle which hare previously been
acelimatised to oar conditions. I do not
agree with the member for Beverley con-
cerning the importation of horses. I cer-
tainly do advise the Government to pur-
chase stallions. It is a better idea to sabsi-
dise fa 'rmers in the purchase of stallions,
for this would enable them to breed suitable
horses. The expense would be too great
for the Government to start purchasing
stallions in large numbers. They should
not think of starting a stud farm for the



4896 [ASSEMBLY.]

breeding of horses, for I am sure the result
would not be satisfactory. It is not desir-
able to keep every colt that is bred. In
rome years the majority of the foals on a
stud farm may be fillies.

Mr. J. 1. Mann: It is nearly always half
and half.

Mr. BROWN: Not half of the colts are
fit to be kept.

Mr. Doney: Not five per cent.
Mr. BROWN: It would take the Gov-

ernment it long time to breed enough stal-
lions with which to supply the farmers. The
stallions that were purchased by Mr. Car-
roll were splendid specimens of the Clydes-
dale breed. The system in regard to dairy
cattle is to secure the best pedigreed bulls
that are available. We are told that under
the zone system the Jersey cow is deemed to
be the best for one part of the State, the
Guernsey for another, and the Shorthorn
for another and so on. A man who has bad
experience of Jersey cattle in the South-
West told me they were too delicate for
that part of the State and could not thrive
in the cold climate. He says the Guernsey
is the better cow. I strongly favour the
milking strain of Shorthorn. What we want
is a general utility beast. A Jersey steer is
a very small thing and is difficult to get rid
of. If people went in for general utility
cows, they would have progeny that wonld
within a reasonable time fetch a decent
price in the market for beef. I am not in
favour of killing off young cattle if they can
be fattened up and marketed when they
weigh 500 or 600 lbs. When a dairyman
gets together 50 or 100 cows he soon finds
that some of them are not profitable. He
then wants means with which to fatten them
and sell them as beef. If he pays £E18 or
£20 for a Jersey, and it turns out a duffer it
will fetch very little when sold for beef, and
most of his money is gone. The progeny of
a good all-round beast will soon grow into
money and fetch a reasonable price in the
market. If I were dairying I would get
together a general utility herd that would
give good milking results and produce mar-
ketable progeny. The pig is an animal that
depends very largely on the way it is fed.
In my belief it is possible to make any pig,
no matter what its breed is, grow into a
reasonable weight. When I was a boy I
caught a wvild pig. By feeding the animal
it was possible to bring him up to 200 lbs.
I was surprised to see so many splendid pigs

of so many varieties at the last Royal Show.
The Berkshire is apt to get too fat. The
Berkshire porker will grow as quickly as any
pig I know of and will fetch a good price.
Then we have the large white pig, the York-
shire, and the Tamiworth. We have to find
out from experienee which is the best pig
for bacon. That can he ascertained from
those who make a study of the pig-raising
industry. No doubt many of the pigs that
have been imported from the Eastern States
will prove an asset to us. I remember when
Mr. J. Morrison of "Water Hall" introduced
Berkshires from England 30 years ago. We
stiUl have that. strain here. It is a good
strain, and the progeny is as good as any-
thing in the Eastern States.

Mr. J. I. Mann: We need fresh blood.
Mr. BROWN : Nothing degenerates so

quickly as a pig when it comes to in-
breeding. Properly handled the industry
should go ahead. I was speaking to a man
from Foggitt Jones recently. He said one
consignment of 1,000 carcases had been sent
to the Old Country, and sold very well.
There had been a repeat order. If that is
the case, there should be a big future for the
pig-raising industry here. Pigs and dairy-
ing go together. A dairyman does not sell
his milk, but he separates the cream and
disposes of that. He then has his skim milk
for his pigs. That feed, in conjunction with
wvhat he may grow, by intense culture, gives
him an opportunity to turn over a large
numaber of pigs in the course of a year. I
listened attentively to the remarks of the
member for lit. Maignet concerning the
Veterinary Department. I do not know
what lie meant, whether he thought it should
be made a separate department, or whether
he thought it should be retained under the
control of the director. T do not know
whether he was hitting at the director.
giving to the financial depression it would
not be advisable to have different heads. We
cannot expect the director to have an inti-
mate knowledge of all these things. He has
admiinistrative ability. If he possesses good
departmental officers, he can see that they
are working to the best advantage and carry-
ing on their branches as economically as
possible. I take it that is all the director ii
doing now. It appeared to me from the re-
marks of the ban. member that many of the
departmental officers have been doing the
work, and the kudos has been going to the
director. I do not think that is so. The hon,.
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member did not explain himself clearly. In
the present circumstances the system in-
augurated in the department is in the best
interests of the State. I hope the Veterin-
ary Department wvill be preserved. We do
need the best veterinary knowledge we can
get. We have diseases to cope with both in
the North-West and the South-West.

%Lr. Coverley: We have none in the North-
west.

Mr. BROWN: I understand there are
pleuro, red water and other diseases up
there. Some disease may break out in horses,
although we do not get many from the
North-West. The Rinderpest was a terrible
disease for our stock in the South-West, and
we can never tell when some such thing may
be introduced into this State. The Vet-
erinary Department must be kept up to date
in case of emergency, and the officers must
have the knowledge requisite f or dealing with
cases that nity arise. Our wool expcrt, Mr.
McCallunm, is doing splendid work. Many
farmers are now considering the advisability
of breeding lambs for export. We shall have
to keep British-bred sheep for that purpose.
Some favour the Southdown, others the
Shropshire, and others the Border Leicester,
and so on. I flninly believe in maintaining
the flock in all its parity, and that there will
always be a demand for merino wool. We
have now a surplus of sheep. Off shears
there will be thousands of sheep available
for the thousands of farmers who have none
at all. If all the farms were fenced in, now
would be the time for stocking them up with
sheep, thus providing the settlers with an-
other line upon which to fall bak. I re-
member that a few years ago the question
of growing cotton was discussed. I under-
stood an expert was brought from Queens-
land and that he reported favourably upon
the project. What became of the report I
do not know, neither do I know whether
the expert thought that the labour would be
too dear or what troubles would arise. I
do know, however, that cotton is growing in
Queensland and that the crops are made to
pay. I listened attentively to the member
for Gascoynie (11r. Angelo) on the subject
of tropical fruits which can be grown in
Western Australia. At present the only
bananas to be bought here cost is. per dozen
and are small miserable things. If bananas
can be produced here, every encouragement
should be given to that end.

Members: They are grown here.
Mr. BROWN: I did not know they were.

We should be able to supply our own wants
in that respect, and similarly with regard
to other tropical fruits. Can Western Aus-
tralia grow sugar beet and thus produce its
own sugar? Expert opinion should be ob-
tained, and experimental plots should be es-
tablished. I do not know whether the grow-
ing of sugar beet has already been tried
here. If it can be grown su ccessfully in
Western Australia, we shall be independent
of Queensland and escape the burden of the
sugar bonus. Tobacco, I understand, grows
well in Western Australia, especially in the
South-West. The quantity may not be there,
but the flavour, I understand, is equal to
that of any tobacco in the world.

The Minister for Agriculture: There are
3,000 acres under tobacco.

Mr. BROWN: I am extremely glad to hear
it, and hope the tobacco industry wvill go
ahead. The member for Guildford-Midland
(Ron. W. Di. Johnson) said that but for the
Country Party a compulsory egg pool would
have been established. I do not know
whether the bon. member believes in mon-
opoly. I think he does, floes he believe in
competition9 What is to prevent the estab-
lishment of a voluntary pool?

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You are supposed
to represent the producers, not the agents.

Mr. BROWN: The lion, member evidently
believes in monopoly. I hold that competi-
tion is the life of trade. No doubt the vol-
untary wheat pool is doing a great deal of
good, but hundreds of farmers declare that
those who sold straight out to the wheat
buyers did best. In fact, such cases have
come to my personal knowledge. If there
were a world pool of wheat, the market
could be controlled; but at present we can-
not control the market. Let us glance at
the egg pool. No doubt the farmet~s wife
brings in the eggs produced on the farm,
sells them to the local storekeeper, and
comes home with the cash. There is nothing
to stop her from sending the eggs to the
market in Perth, and having them sold at
the ruling price.

Hlon. W. Di. Johnson: Do you think she
gets the value of the product?

Mr. BROWN: At certain periods of the
year good prices are not obtainable for
eggs. At any rate, there can be no control
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over the hens. At certain periods of the
year eggs are plentiful.

Mr. Panton: What is the cause of that?
Mr. BROWN: Poultry breeders can re-

gnlate their chickens. Since the member for
Guildford-Midland introduced his Egg
Slorketing Bill, what has been the price of
eggs in Perth? It has been up to about 3s.
per dozen. owing to scarcity. The farmers
nearly all keep) fowls and produce some

,g- for sale.
Ileu. W. 1). Johnson: Do you think the

fonner, get a fair price for their eggs?
Mr. BROWN: It is a matter of supply

and demand.
Hon. AV. D). Johnson: Are you, as a pro-

ducers' representative, satisfied with the
prices obtained?

Mr. BROWN: The member for Guild-
ford-Midland is supposed to represent the
worker.,: yet he wants an unfortunate man
on 7s. a week to pay 3s. per dozen for eggs.
Wh ere does the consistency come in as re-
gards reducing the cost of living? Coun-
I ry party members had good reason to op-
pose the lion, member's Bill.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I can see that you
had.

Mr. BROWN : The hion. member's object
wans merely to save the poultry farmers in
the metropolitan area, especially those
aron( Guildford. There is nothing to stop
the poultiry' formers from forming a volun-
lar 'y pool for the export of eggs. The
trouble i,, however, that small producers
ivould come on the market and bring down
the price of eggs. Moreover, the hon. mem-Ea.,r> Bill contained such anomalies that we
conuld not support it.

Him. W. D. Johnson: You were afraid
of thle principle of the Bill. You are a
ceannnercial representative, not a producers'
ep uese nta tire.

Mr. BROWN: Now I wish to say a few
avordlN about Forrestania. There was a fair
amuount of settlement in the district, but
the present opinion is that the ground is too
salt to produce wheat. In view of the good
work already accomplished at the experi-
mental farms, it would be advisable, prior
to extendinu! settlement, to establish an ex-
perimeiatal farm in the Forrestania district.
That dli~riet represents the only good land
itith an agsured rainfall remaining unsettled
in Western Australia.

Nfemliers: Oh no!

Mir. BROWN: A great amount of money
is available for the settlement of British
migrants. As regards Dr. Teakle's report,
I will not say whLether it is right or wrong,
'tat I do not think he examined the whole
aiea. At lea.I a loot of the soil on top is
free frin salt, and in rainy seasons pro-
duces splendid crop-. Some of thoem crops
have gone eight bags to the acre. I am
glad that the Government have agreed to
alowv any settler desirous of remaining in
the district ta stay there. Moreover, I
understand that they have not the means
to shift inanY of those settlers to other
farms. We are told that the Lake Brown
area is much worse than Forrestania.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is
wrong.

Mr. BROWN : I have been told it is a
highly developed area. Suppose an experi-
mental farm were established at Fonres-
tinia for a number of years, then it would
get experience of rainy seasons and dry
seasons. I do deplore the fact that a large
amI ounit of English money which could be
Put into the development of these districts
is held in abeyance because of reports that
the soil is not good for cereal growing.
Next as to rabbits, which are becoming a
s,-rious menace, not between the rabbit-
proof fences, but between the second fence
end the coast. No matter where one goes,
one finds rabbits between the second fence
and the coast. They are breeding so rapidly
i'a the sand and among the rocks there,
that they can hardly be eradicated.
Why should this State go to the
e pense of keeping up the So. 1 fence?
I will not say* anything about the
No. 2 fence at present. flow many hun-
dreds of miles the No. 1 fence extends
ever I ain not in a position to state.
However, men are employed to travel up
,and down the fence and see that gates are
not left open and that there are no break-
ages. Nevertheless, between the two fences
there are now millions of rabbits.

Mr. Sleeman: Have vou read that letter
in this morning's paper

Mfr. BROWN: No. The Agricultural De-
partment now have hundreds of applications
for rabbit netting, and the Government are
not in a position to purchase it. But there
is a huge quantity of netting in the No. I
fence, available to be pulled up.

The 'Minister for Agriculture: It would
not be worth anything.
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Mr. BROWN: I do not agree with thai,.
At any rate, the posts are good.

Mr. Corboy: They are good as long as
they are left there, but that is all.

Mr. BROWN: I do not think the netting
generally is rotted, though certain parts uan-
derground may be. If the netting is not in
good order, what is the use of keeping it
there?

The Minister for Agriculture: It would
riot stand removing.

Mr. BROWN: Probably the Minister has
never seen the rabbit-proof fence. I pass
along it frequently, and I examine it care-
fully. The fencing system will not keep the
rabbits out, wilt not save Western Australia
from the rabbits. The only effective system
is that which obtains in New South Wales.
In that State there are no netting fences
along the main roads. One can take up a
block of 5,000 acres, and the wire-netting is
put across that, and there are properly con-
structed gates. Moreover, heavy penalties
are imposed on people who leave the gates
open. There the boundary between holdings
is not wire-netting at all. Twice a year an
inspector comes along, and if he finds rab-
bits on a holding he gives notice to the
holder, and if the holder fails to eradicate
the vermin he has to appear before the
court. The individual farmer must solve
the rabbit problem for himself. If the rab-
bit-proof netting in the No. 1 fence is in
good order, it can be sold to farmers more
cheaply than wire can be obtained at pre-
sent.

Mr. Doney: But do you know that it
would stand remuoval?

Mr. BROWN: Above the ground it is
still good enough to keep rabbits out, If it
is not in good order, the whole fence is no
good. To my mind there is no doubt that
the No. 1 fence should be pulled np and
the posts and the wire sold to settlers. The
Minister for Agriculture may not agree with
mue, but I assure him the rabbits are becom-
ing a very big menace to the farmers, and
chiefly in the areas nearer to the coast. Rab-
bits are to be found almost in Perth,' and
around Albany and all along the rivers the
country is full of them.

Mr. Coverley: They have been there fo)r
years.

Mr. BROWN: Yes, they are no longer
coming over in waves, but they are breed-
ing in their own localities.

The Minister for Agriculture: But mostly
east of the fences.

Mr. BROWN: There are fewer rabbits
east of the No. 1 fence than are to be found
between the two fences. The Lake Carmody
country and the Lake Biddy country are al
west of the No. 2 fence, but still there are
not so many rabbits around Carmody as
there aire around Narrogin. I wish to eorn-
mend the Agricultural Department on the
good work it is doing. Every officer in the
department is an expert in his own line,
and is giving a fair deal to the State. The
Government, too, are doing good work, as
also did the previous Government, imbued
as they were with the idea that we must
foster the agriculturist. I am sure all mem-
bers realise that. Our agricultural colleges
and schools are turning out practical far-
users who, when they leave those institutions
wvill, I am sure, miake good oil the land.
Owing to the excellent work of the agricul-
tural colleges and experimental farms, our
hopes for the future are well founded.

MR. DONEY (Williams - Narrogin)
[5.33): I suppose no Government depart-
ment is perfect, not even the Department
of Agriculture. I was not here last night,
but judging from w~hat I have read there
was a fair amount of criticism levelled at
the department now under review. Of
course sound, healthy, well-meant criticism
is always helpful, and I have no doubt the
very practical Minister now in charge of
the department will turn that criticism to
good account. In any case it is altogether
too much to expect that a department wvhose
vctivities are so diverse as are those of the
Department of Agriculture can move very
far without having to run the gauntlet oC
the criticism of its friends. I regard the
Department of Agriculture as being very
efficenutly controlled and very ably officered.
I look upon it ais one of our most worth-
while departments. I am always glad to
see money flowing through this department,
anti also through the Agricultural Bank
,and thme Mlines Department; for money go-
ing through those departments is essentially
of a reproductive kind. For those reasons
T regret the reduction in the Estimates of
the Department of Agriculture from £E98,000
to £71,000 or 27.6 per cent. I hold that
this is one of the departments where there
should be no reduction at all. The fact
that we are passing through a depression is
no excuse, for the greater the depression,
the greater the amount of work devolving
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on this department. No doubt the Treasurer
could easily make out a case showing that
the reduction was inevitable, but nevertlie-
lfgs I regret it, and contend that it should
not have been made. I suppose tile Agri-
,cultural Department is busier this year than
ever before, a condition mainly due to the
.lepres~ion. It might be mentioned to the
credit of the department that its officers ar'
always very ready and willing to do what-
ever i. demanded of them. There is, I sup-
pose, more important work devolving on
this department in Western Australia than
cii any similar department in the Eastern
States, the major reason being that in the
Eastern States land settlement is generally
the result of the sons of established farm-
ers going on the land, young fellows who
take with them the experience and advice
of their fathers and, generally, a fair share
of machinery and stock as well; whereas in
this State any lack of knowledge on the
part of those who go on the ld-and such
sittlers, of course, are drawn from all con-
siderable phases of activity-is supplied in
the main by the officers of the Agricultural
Department. Let me refer briefly to the
Government subsidy on stud stock. I de-
sire to compliment the department on the
action it has taken in this regard. I know
trom personal observation that the pur-
chase of stiol hull., has had a splendid effect
upon the t 'ype, quality and productivity of
cows throughout the dairying districts. The
subsidising of entire horses will, I feel sure,
result in similar benefits. It is obvious that
the horse is cooling into its own once more,
aInd I hope therefore that this subsidy will
fie retained, and that the reduction in the
deppartmental estimates will not in any way'
endanger the continuity of the system. I
have scem a large number of entire horses
in the district I represent, and in each ease
the type, the breeding and the condition of
the animal hanve all been excellent. It re-
lieets. the greatest credit upon the officer.
whoever lip was, who went East to choose
those animals. I notice that the member
for Beverley (Mr. J. I. M-%ann) seems to be
fLV opinion that the department is making
ai mistake in bringing in so many entire
horses: he would prefer to see mares in-
portedl. I do not pretend to be able to give
ray friend advice on any stock question, but
lie must surely be overlooking the fact that
the productivity of the sire over the year
is .50 or 60 times as great as that of the

damn. Of course the same argument will
apply in the ease of stud bulls purchased
by this department and distributed through
the dairying districts. The only other mat-
ter to which I would refer is the establish-
wient of experimental wheat and oat crops.
I heartily agree with the member for 31t.
Magnet (Hlon. 'M. F. Troy) that invariably
experiments should precede settlement.
About three weeks ago I went with the
member for Greenough (Mfr. Patrick)
and the 'Minister for Lands into the North-
zmpton district and over that stretch of
country 50 or 00 miles to the north-east of
Yauna. It was the most inspiring trip I
have made for many' years; certainly not
during the past 10 years have I gone over
ro large an area of country so uniformly
good. I was delighted to have the experi-
ence of visiting that district with officers of
the department and with the men in control
ci the experimental plot. That plot has an
area of .50 acres. All the -work was done
with, I think, very little governmental ex-
pense. The owners of the Wandelong Es-
tate were responsible for the work, and the
only maintenance costs are represented by
thle wages Of one sustenance man. The ex-
periment is wholly successful and amply
,justifies this new phase of Government en-
terprise. r hope that whenever in the
future it is intended to open up new wheat-
growing land this practice of experimenting
before settling will he rigidly adhered to.

MR. WANSEROUGH (Albany) [5.43]:
Like other miemblers, I wish to express my
appreciation of the ollicers of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. I want to draw at-
tention to the disease raivaging the stock
in the Denmark district. We have in that
district some 21" or three mill ions of pub-
lic mioney at stake. Not only arc the young
stock dlying off, bnt this mysterious disease
is taking daily' toll of the nmatured animals
as well Only this week seven cows have
been stricken by* this disease. It requires
the ablest care and consideration that can
be given to it. I have said there is from
21 to three millions of public money at
stake in the district; I am afraid that if
this disease cannot be arrested that money
will have gone %vest. In my- opinion the
position demands the whole attention of
one officer of special qual ificat ions, whose
duty it should he to watch the progress of
the disease stage by stage. It is nousen-
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sical for an officer to go there to-day, in-
spect the stock, and not return for a month.
The settlers of the district have clubbed
together and are doing fairly good work,
hut their finance is limited. A man in the
district is attempting to do something for
them but he is only an amateur, though I
hope he is on the right track. The Min-
ister should station an officer there to in-
v'estigate the disease thoroughly. I do not
like the methods being adopted. Evidently
the investigations made are treated as a
secret because the settlers have not been
able to obtain information of what has been
done on the block taken over by the de-
partment. The disease is so serious that
whatever information has been gained
should be made available to the settlers.
I emphasise that no piecemeal dealing with
the disease will provide a remedy. It is a
serious matter and I press the Minister to
give it his earnest consideration. I regret
that the vote for the purpose has been re-
dUced to £6560. If it cost £10,000 or
£100,000 to find a remedy for the disease,
it would be money well spent. Another
matter to which I wish to refer is the re-
moval of the stallion from the Denmark
State farm. In the interests of the group
settlers and of the settlers generally, I
press the Minister to provide a stallion in
the district. There are 550 settlers and
there is not a stallion in the district. I
again urge the Government to arrange for
a prompt investigation of the wasting dis-
ease. It is a matter to which I did not like
to refer in this Chamber, but it had to be
done.

MR. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [5.47):
I appreciate the eulogistic remarks made by
the Minister and by the member for Gas-
coyne regarding the Tropical Advise;, Mr.
Wi6se. Bfe is doing exceptionally good work
and we are very fortunate in having an
officer of his ability. His appointment re-
presents practically the only consideration
that the people of the North have received
from Governments, present or past. There
was a suggestion that, owing to. the depres-
sion, Mr. Wise would be retired, but we are
glad that the Government have retained his
services. Vast strides have been made in
agricultural production, particularly in the
Gascoyne district, as a result of Mr. Wise's
labours. As was mentioned by the member
for Gascoyne last night, quBite a lot of

(17]

money had been wasted by inexperienced
people trying to grow tropical fruits, and
no headway wvas made until that officer was
appointed by the Collier Government. I
agree with the member for Gascoyne that,
there is a big opportunity for growing
tropical fruits in the Gascoyne district for
the metropolitan market. Gascoyne has th4
advantage of being fairly close to the mar-
ket and, with a couple of fast boats such
a the State boats "Koina and "Kybra,"
it should not be many years before the
Gascoyne district suplIies all our require-
ments of tropical fruits and thus creates
interest in the development of that portion
of the North. Recently residents of the
North have felt concerned because the ser-
"ices of Mr. Wise were not available to the
extent they might have been. Owing to the
depression, he has been restricted in his
travelling allowances. I want the Minister
for Agriculture to realise that it is a long,
dry stage from one end of the North to
the other. The distance is some 2,000
miles and there is only one officer to attend
to the whole of that territory. Again, dur-
ing four months of the year, it is practic-
ally impossible to trav'el in the North by
motor car. Consequently Air. Wise has a
big job to cope with the work during the
eight months when it is possible to motor.
He has done wonderfully good work from
Wyndham to Camnarvon. I hope the Minis-
ter will remember that we have only one
officer, and that no matter how heavy his
travelling expenses may appear to be, when
compared with the expenses incurred for
all the other industries, such as dairying,
iiheat rowing, etc., the outlay is relatively
light. Big items appear on the Estimates
for the Agricultural College, for experi-
mental farms and for veterinary officers,
etc. I realis that such officers are doing
good work, but there is only One officer to
do all the work for the North, and I hope
the Minister will not be too hard in the
matter of travelling expenses. Last even-
ing Several speakers referred, some critic-
allY, to tropical agriculture. I do not say
that I believe the whole of the North-West
will be bf-dught under tropical agriculture.
I do not consider that at all likely, but
there are patches that could be profitably
cultivated. The Gascoyne district is proof
of that. One other part that could be pro-
fitably utilised is the portion of Kimberley
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known as Elephant Hill district. It was
susveyed and cut into blocks sonme years
ago, hut nothing further was done. It was
ne' er thrown open for selection and no
effort was made, so far as I know, to get
people to take it up. Elephant Hill is a
fairly large area consisting of nice pan-
daus swamps suitable for pig raising.
The 'Minister for Agriculture has referred
to tile opportunities offered by the pig in-
dustry' and has gone to the expense of im-
porting well-bred pigs. Here is a golden
opportunity for him to make a name for
himself And( open up a big industry in the
Kimberley' district. Elephant Hill is oniy
about 20 miles by the nearest route from
the Wyndhiam Mfeat Works and is ideal
country for pigs. Any member with -a
knowledge of farming knows that pigs do
well in swampy country.

Mr. Angelo: Will it grow maize?

Mr. COVERLEY: It is pandanus coun-
try, which is wet country, the pandanus
tieing an indication of water at shallow
depths. Being fairly close to the coast,
it has a good rainfall, much heavier than
the average for K~imberley. Quite a num-
ber of residents in And around Wyndham
would be only too glad to take up blocks.
As the land] is fairly close to the Wyndham
Meat Works, an overseas trade could be
built up. Further, with the assistance of
Mr. Wise, many tropical products eould
lip tried out at little expense to the depart-
tuent. Only a little assistance wviu'd be re-
qtuired, not nearly so much As is asked 1)'r
settlers in the southern parts of the State.
I am pleased that the Government have
appointed a Royal Commission to inquire
into the much-discussed question of abohlih-
ing the pleuro line. I have no desire to dis-
cuss the merits of the question or- to argue
for or against the necessity for the pleuro
line, but I inn glad that an independent
commissioner in the person of Mr. MWax
Henry has beep, appointed to inquire into
what many people have long regarded as an
injustice. Whatever the outcome may be,
T ami satisfied it will be in the best interests
of the industries likely to be affected, namely,'
the dairvinz industry of the south and the
cattle industry of the north. Hunting for
dinglo scalp, was an industry in my district
during the season when many men wvere hob-
bled out owing to the wet. Stockmen are
employed only during the mustering, drov-

ing and branding season, and in the other
part of the year they are, what is termed,
hobbled-out. In the East Kimnberley district
particularly the tockmen went out during
the wet months dog scalping, and they used
to receive £2 for each scalp. That bonus
was some inducement for them to go out dog
scalping. I believe that 76 per cent, of the
dingoes infesting the country were thus ex-
terminated. Through the influence of the
Minister the board appointed to control this
business reduced the scalp money front C2
to £1.

The M1inister for Agriculture: At-c the
pastorallists prepared to pay a higher rate
in order that a higher b)onus might be given ?

Mr. COVERLEY: I can trace the actions
of the Minister from the tune when he was
a private member, and when he spoke on the
Bill that was introduced at that time. All
his actions were in the direction of protect-
ing the agriculturist. His main grievance
was that the agriculturist would pay too
much for the extermination of vermin. Those
who have been paying for the extermination
of vermin have been paying for a very good
purpose, and are not complaining in the
way the Minister would have us believe.
Whiile dog scalping was made worth while,
75 13cr cent, of the vermin was exterminated.
The dogs became scarce, and it is very hard
for people to make wages out of the bus-
iness. The Minister has now reduced the
amount, and people will not bother to go
after the dogs. Of course the dogs might
he poisoned, but in the Kimberleys; it is hard
to trap a dingo once it has taken poison.
When the animal is found the carcass is
usually so putrid that the scalp is not ac-
ceptable to the local authorities. It has
always been the Minister's desire to bring
down the tax upon the agriculturist, and that
is the reason why the bonus has been re-
duced to £1.

The Minister for Agriculture: It has not
been reduced in the case of the agriculturist
more than in the case of the pa'storalist.

Mr. COVERLEY: There are not as many
vermin in th e agricultural areas as there tire
futher out.

The M1inister for Agericulture: The ex-
Minister reduced the tax before I did.

Mr. COVERLEY: Dingo trappers who
are exterminating vermin in the outer Area,
are also minirnliing the trouble in the
more settled areas. The bonus for



[29 Ocroosa, 1931.] 4903

pup scalps has been reduced to 5s., but
I venture to say that very few men
would dream of selling them at that price.
1 do not know who wouild discriminate be-
tween the scalp of an adult dog and that of
a young dog, especially when the young
scalps have been stretched. I hope w'hen
the amendment to the Vermin Act comes
down, the Minister will see that the bonus
is not reduced any more, otherwise the ver-
nun will most certainly increase.

MR. HIESSE (Katanning) [6.3]: 1
congratulate the Minister upon the excel-
lent results that have been achieved by this
important department. I appreciate the
splendid efforts and activities which have
always been so freely demonstrated by this
department in the interests of agriculture
and its profitable development. I. appre-
ciate particularly the efforts of the experts
who have for many years given us the best
of their knowledge and experience, and
have to a large extent been the guardians
of primary production. The object of the
successful development of agriculture is to
make it profitable for those engaged in it,
not only profitable to the individual, but of
greater importance to the wealth produc-
tion of the State. It is to be regretted that
our wheat and wool industries have suffered
so much by the collapse in prices. Many
of us have had occasion to doubt whether
these industries can profitably be continued
on the basis of the present low prices. We
repeatedly hear from Premiers and Minis-
ters of our State Parliaments, as well as
from the Federal Prime Minister, refer-
ences to the outstanding value from the
point of view of the nation that comes
as a result of primary production. Unfor-
tunatelyv there has been a very serious fall
in prices, and a crisis has been precipitated
during the past year through the disruption
of the world's markets. All these factors
render it tbe more necessary for both State
and Federal Parliaments to realise their
responsibilities to the industry. We might
rightly level a complaint at the Federal
Parliament on the score that its members
have not realised the difficulties confront-
ing the industry to-day. We have been dis-
appointed on more than one occasion with
the small amount of assistance that has
been rendered to it through these times of
depression. There has been a lack of prac-
tienl sympathy on the part of our Federal
Legislature. Notwithstanding the material

fall in prices, which have made the indus-
try unprofitable, we have been expected to
carry on other industries which have be-
tome a burden upon the primary producers.
I wish to refer to an article that appeared
in the "West Australian" recently dealing
with the remarkable disparity in prices of
primary and secondary products. The ar-
ticle is as follows:-

The official record of the Stock Exchange
of MAelbourne draws attention to the disparity
of the movements of the prices of farm and
industrial products in Australia. It is well
knowni that cur primary industries have suf-
fered a renmrkable and critical fall in price.
It is not so well known that our seecondary in.
dustries are managing to increase their prices.
yet it mnight be eixpected that with the i-eduetion
of costs of raw materials, prices of secondary
products would be brought into closer con-
forinity with the decreased spending power
of the farming community. The figures given
by the official record are quoted below:-

1927
1928
1929
1930

1931-
Inary

February
March
April
May
Juone
JTuly
August

Farmn
products.

161.6
161.2
159.2
129.9

ion.1
113.2
115.7
113.6
112.9
109.5
107.5
102.6

Industrial
products.

157.5
161.7
162.0
166.4

175.2
180.6
179.3
1.79.1
180.6
180.4
183.2
181.8

These figures suggest that our protected in-
dustries are taking full advantage of the tariff
and the various embargoes and impediments to
importation, in spite of various assurances that
nothing of the sort would be allowed to hap-
pen.

There is no doubt that a great handicap is
placed upon the agricultural industry by
reason of the high cost of production. This
Chamber, irrespective of party, should pay
close attention to the matter at the earliest
possible moment. If the industry is going
to prosper, the cost of production must
come down. It is, of course, ridiculous to
make comparisons, but I would point to the
fact that a few days ago the price of an
ordinary axe handle was equivalent to the
value of two bushels of wheat. Things are
out of all proportion in relation to one an-
other, especially the relationship between
the cost of production and the value re-
presented by the realisaible price of our
products. The Agricultural Department
can very well be proud of their achieve-
ments. These were well exemplified at the
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Royal Show both in the matter of live
stock and products generally. There
should be no prouder men in the State than
the experts and officers of the Agricultural
Department by reason of the assembly of
those mnagnificent exhibits at Claremont.

Sittin~g suspended f rom 6.15 to 7.30 P.m

Mr. PIE SSE: Before tea I 'was recalling
t3 hion. members the wonderful exhibition
of agricultural products at the recent Royal
Shbow, an exhibition sufficient to prove that
tfhe agriculturists of this country, who give
the best of their years and all they have to
the development of the industry, have every
faith in its future. Although last year
there was a record production in both wheat
wid wool, yet as a result of the collapse in
1)rices our agriculturists now find themselves
in severe difficulties. However, it is gratify-
ing to know that in some directions there
has been more profitable production-in
butter, for instance, and other side lines.
It is disappointing to find that the largest
part of our primary products have been sold
at a heavy loss. One must realise that this
cannot continue. It is pleasing to know
that the Federal Government, although late
in the dlay, are coming to the aid of our
agricultural industry by supplementing the
present unpaynbie price of wheat with a
bounty.

11r. Sleeman: They offered to come to
your aid before.

Mr. PIESSE: There was some grave
doubt about their sincerity.

Mr. Sleeman: No doubt whatever.
Ifr. FIESSE: The promise has taken a

long time to materialise.
Mr. Marshall: The Senate turned down

the proposal.
Mr. PIES SE: I do not wish to enter

into a discussion with lion. members oppo-
Fite on that point. Facts speak for them-
sc-lves. While agriculture is the staple in-
dustry to which we all look to help Aus-
tralia out of the mire, it is notable that this
iz the first practical help it has received
from the Federal Government for years
past. Unfortunately the industry is strug-
gling under high production costs, and no-
body is more responsible f or that than the
Federal Parliament. Until those high costs
Ere reduced, and until prices imp-rove con-
siderably, the fate of the industry must
continue to hang in the balance. Therefore

it behaves this Parliament to ensure that
every possible influence and endeavouir are
used to bring about an early lowering of
costs of production. I have already given
lion, members evidence of unfair relative
costs.

Mr. Kenneally:' More reduction in wages!1
Mr. PIESSE: Until primary production

can be restored to a payable condition,
irages unfortunately cannot improve and
we must continue to have thousands of men
out of employment. Though the low prices
are discouraging, it is gratifying to know
that our agriculturists are determined, as
far as lies in their power, to stick to their
holdings and further develop the industry.
If only they are given reasonable encour-
agement and support, the industry will
prove of the greatest value to the State.
We must not overlook the fact that in the
past many of our primary producers have
depended too much on growing only wheat
in some instances, and only wool in others.
During the past year it has been brought
home to them that to make a success of the
industry they must embark on other lines
as well. Western Australia has a won-
aierful range of climate, rainfall and land
suitable for producing many commodities
besides wheat and wool, and many of these
other commodities can be combined with
wheat or wool. It hehoves the Agricul-
tural Department to encourage our pro-
ducers. by every possible means to under-
take side lines such as dairying, lamb-rais-
ing, egg production, fruit production and
pig-raising. However, there are farners
growing practically the whole of these pro-
ducts, and thus are not dependent on one
line for their livelihood. Our local market
offers a good demand for many of the pro-
ducts mentioned. We cannot overlook the
fact that as the result of last year's opera-
tions many of our farmers are in grave
financial difficulties. That brings me back
to the anxiety with which the future is
iiewed by many of our farmer;, although
they obtained a record crop last year and
have every prospect of a good crop this
year. Al1though in many cases assistance
and sympathy have been extended to
distressed farmers by the Government and
by Parliament, I fear that we have
not done all we should to assist them
out of their difficulties. fluring the
year the position of many primary
producers has caused anxiety to every
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m~ember of Parliament and particularly to
Ministers. Legislation has been passed to
protect farmers who are in difficulties-I
refer to the Farmers' Debts Adjustment Act.
That measure at the time it was enacted was,
regarded as experimental, as merely a tenm-
porary expedient, the hope being that some
more definite and tangible scheme would be
devised by the Government to render further
relief to distressed farmers. A Royal Com.-
mission inquired into the disabilities affect-
ing the agricultural industry of Western
Australia, and no doubt hon. members have
read the report carefully. I think they will
agree that it is a businesslike report, and
that the suggestions made therein are prac-
tics! and will to some extent meet the situa-
tion if they are adopted. I do not see why
part of the plan should not be put into
operation almost at once. The first part of
the plan does not need legislation, but only
requires to be carefully administered by the
Government in order to bring about a satis-
factory scheme of arrangement between the
farmers and their creditors, thereby in many
cases avoiding recourse to the Farmers'
Debts Adjustment Act. I shall not take up
the time of the Committee by going through
the whole report, hut I wish to quote one or
two extracts to show that the Royal Com-
missioners realised the special difficulties
that confront the industry to-day. In one
part of the report, the Coumnission stated-

The whole industry was pyramnided on good
prices and lavish credit, without due inquiry
being made into production costs, world pro-
duction of wheat, and the value of the assets
on which such credit was being extended. The
Government through the Lanlds Department and
Lte Agricultural Bank, together with all classes
of the trading community, including associated
banks, axr responsible for the accelerated and
Uneconomical development of the farming in-
dustry of Western Australia.

The farmers cannot be altogether blamed
for that position because, although good
prices were received in the past, we were. not
so much concerned about the cost of produc-
tion so long as the farmer was able to pay
his way. When hie was not able to pay his
way, he became worried and wondered
whether he could continue his operations as
a farmner, and make a success of his under-
taking. Owing to the sudden fall in the
prices of 'wool and wheat, the position of the
farmer became most difficult. 'Not only was
there a sudden drop in the price of wool, but
there was the loss of between 300 and 400

per cent. in the value of sheep. In addition
to that, there was no market for the fanner's
store stock, Ini these circumstances, the
sheep fanr's position has become almost
identical with that of the wheat farmer. The
Royal Commission in their report also
stated-

If the present high level costs of pirouction
and the existing low level prices of wool and
wheat continue, it is immaterial what amounts
are wvritten off the liabilities, or to what low
'rate interest is reduced, as in such circum-
stances nothing can save the industries of wool
and wheat, and a very decreased production
must be looked for. It is well for the people
of this State to realise this fact and to realise
it at once.

I take it that the anxiety indicated by the
Royal Commisasion is shared by every memi-
bor of this Chamber. We arc all anxious to
a~fford the greatest possible assistance to the
farmers to carry them over their period of
financial distress. I am afraid there is a
tendency on the part of some wheat growers,
largely owing, T am convinced, to misun-
derstanding as to the true intentions of the
Government, to take decided steps in eon-
rection with the threatened hold-up of
wheat and wool during the present season.

Mr. Kenneally: Direct action.

Mr. PIES SE: I hope the Government
will do whatever is possible to end the pre-
sent situation. I believe that if a better
urnderstanding could be arrived at, some-
thing would be achieved. At the earliest
possible moment the Government might
give effect to at least some recommenda-
tions of the Royal Commission. We have
reason to believe that some of the wheat-
growers think the Government are not sin-
ere in their plan for the rehabilitation of

thle agricultural industry. T am sure that
the attitude of a section of the farmers
is due to misunderstanding and want of
knowledge of the true position. T can
assure the Premier that tile delay in givinz
effect to the recommendations of the Royal
Commission, has served to accentuate the
misunderstanding.

The Premier: To which recommendations
do you refer?

Mr. PIESSE: The recommendations
under Part I of the report could be carried
out easily, without the necessity for addi-
hone! legislation. The recommendations
'under Part 11 aim at the appointment of
a board of trustees, and surely the Gov-
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eminet could give somec consideration to
maar suggestion. if that were done, there
woulO ue a board of experts, with experi-
tnced uubmes. men and jainiels as well,
wDo would be appointed to act as a go-
between the banks and business houses gen-
erally and the farmers wvho are in diffleul-
ties. troin past experience we know that
the bu,-ness people of the State have been
Acry forbearing in their treatment of
farmers, and have shown great patience in
arranging their aflairs to the satisfactioji
of all concerned. Of course, there have been
exceptions and individual farmers have
grievances, but on the whole the work of
the business people bas been wonderful.
It speaks well for the commercial houses
of Western Australia and for the banks,
who came to the rescue nobly and made
funds available in order to assist in putting
in last year's crops. WVe know that the
area under crop this year is much reduced.
Notwithstanding the fact that prices of
wheat and wool have improved recently and
that there is a better spirit and a more en-
couraging atmosphere generally in the farm-
ing area, if the price of wheat rose to 55.
a bushel to-morrow, it would not extricate
the fanmers from the difficulties arising out
of last year's price failure. I hope the
Go-emnient will not lose any further time
in dealing with the situation, hut, at the
earliest possible moment, will intimate to
the agpricultural community what they in-
tend to do. I believe the explanation Of
the action of the farniers in some parts in
threatening to hold up their wheat. on the
farm., is due to the fact that they cannot
see hlow they will be able to meet even a fair
proportion of their liabilities to the satis-
fection of those concerned. I Amn convinced
that in many instances the business could
he fixed up by way of private Arrange-
nment. I do not think it will he necessary
to ask, mny of them to seek the protection
of tin' Farmers' Debts Adjustment Act.
That procedure involves some expense, and
apparently many of the farmers would
prefer to do anything rather than be forced
to secure relief under the Act passed by
this Parliament. A report appeared in the
"West Australian" this morning indicating
the possible action that might be taken by
tho Government. I hope the report will
prove accurate. Tt is encouraging to know
that solaetlniZ is to he done, but even so,

the published statement deals only with the
Agricultural Bank clients. There are clients
of the Associated Banks and those farmers
are in difficulties as well. I hope the Gov-
einuent will indicate as early as possible
what they are prepared to do to render
assistance to those I refer to. The trouble
is that some of the farmers do not think
that the Government are really sympatheti-
celly inclined towards them. Personally, I
have no doubt in myv mind as to the sym-
pathetic attitude of the Government, he-
cause I have had a number of interviews
with Ministers and I know that every mem-
1,er of the Government is anxious to
(;o everything passible to make the path
of the farmer easier than it is
at present. I trust that the farmers will
deliver their wheat and wool as usual And
that they will be in a miuch better financial
position as the result of the coming harvest.
Then again, considerable doubt has existed
in the minds of the clients of the Agricul-
tural Bank on account of the hank exercisingr
its statutory preferential lie,, over this year's
crop. From information I have received
from the Agricultural Bank, I have reason
to believe that although the statutory righlt
will bie exercised under tile lien, the bank
will not deal wvithi the clients in any arbitrary
manner. Some misapprehension exists in
the minds- of the farmiers in this respect, and
they fear that the hank trustees, in exercis-
ing their right under the lien, will leave the
other creditors high and dry and the farmers;
themselves without any means to carry on.
As soon as the policy of the Government in
that direction is mae clear, I m sure that
the position of the farmers will be 'more
satisfactory. I believe that if the Govern-
ment allowed an officer of the Agricultural
Bank to visit the districts where disaffection
is most apparent, he could assure the farmers
who are feeling restless at the mnorent that
the Government would deal liberally with
them and render every possible assistance
so long as the farmers themselves played the
game and did their part. I aul sure that the
Government will not permit the Agricultural
Bank to take an undue proportion of the
crop returns, but will see to it that there is
a reasonable apportionment a, between all
the creditors. Another cause of dissatisf'ae-
tion has been the action of the machinery
firms during the last few week%. Those firms
have been insisting upon preferential pay-
ments from this year's crop on account of
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their machinery, and are requiring a guar-
antee before the crop is taken off. I have
looked into this matter and, to a great extent,
the machinery firms are quite right in looking
for some return this year on account of their
machinery. At the same time, all the mach-
inery firms may not act in the same liberal
manner. That is a phase that should be in-
vestigated, and I believe some definite scheme
could be arrived at so that there might he
a proper understanding between the mer-
chants and the farmers.

Mr. Sleeman: If they had retained the
State TIplement Works they would have
got a better deal.

Mr. PIES SE: it is unfortunate that the
Implement Works could not be carried on
wvith greater success. As it is now, imple-
ments have to be imported from the Eastern
States, whereas they should have been made
locally. Had that been the position it would
have been much better for the State. HFow-
ever, I hope that the. suggested hold-up of
wheat by a number of farmers, particularly
those who are memabers of the Wheatgrowers'
Union in certain districts, will not be insisted
upon. The farmers are anxious to have
some assurance regarding security of tenure.
There is a good deal of misunderstanding
regarding that question. The Government,
with the approval of Parliament, have
granted protection amounting to a mora-
torium that will last to the end of the year.
I think the fact should be made clear to the
wheatgrowers that Parliament is prepared
to extend that protection for a further
period if necessary. In stressing the
five years security of tenure, I think
there is a good deal of misunder-
standing on the part of the wheat-
growers. It is far from the desire of
the Government that any man should be
forced off his holding, and so long as the
wheatgrower is doing his part I feel sure
ic will be given reasonable protection so
that he shall not be harassed by importun-
ate creditors. The Government should make
an early announcement; I ask the Premier
not to let any further time go by before
giving us an indication of what is to be
dune in this mattet I believe the Govern-
muent have given close attention to this for
some time past, but it certainly is unfor-
tuaste that so long a period should have
been allowed to elapse since the Royal
Commission reported. What we require to
do is to relieve the minds of the men and

women-for I know the wife on the farm
is just as much worried as is the farmer
himself. During the past year some of our
farmers have found themselves in a hope-
less position. The result of last year's crop
was very small financially. In January of
1930 wheat was 4s. 10d. per bushel at the
sidings, but in January of 1931 the rice
was down to Is. 10d. So one can under-
stand what a small result there was in
value from last year's crop. Of course,
Parliament has no control over prices, but
it is Parliament's duty to relieve the farmer
who year after year has toiled on his farm,
working hard and putting everything earned
into the land. It is in the best interests
of the State that those men should have
the sympathy of Parliament and be relieved

e' eery removable disability.
Mr. IKenneally: And put it on the worker.
Mr. PIESSE: The farmer has been

carrying thie whole of the burden of high
production costs.

Mr. Raphael: And of the high cost of
motor cars.

MTVr. PIESSE: 'Netting for which he has
had to pay £10 per mile in the past, he has
now to pay £E21 per mile, and in addition
has to pay sales tax.

Mr. Raphael: Has not the worker been
taxed as high as the cocky?

Mr. PIESSE: No doubt the low prices
of wheat and wool have been in the inter-
ests of other sections if the community by
reducing the cost of living. The farmer has
made heavy losses, and in many instances
has little or nothing left.

Mr. Kenneally: The same may he said
of thousands of other people in the Corn-
monwealth. -

Mr. PIESSE; So we can understand the
farmer's anxiety as to the future.

Mr. Raphael: Are not the working classes
just as anxious as to the future 9

Mr. PIESSE: The farmer has to remain
on his holding to protect what assets he has
left and look after his livestock.

Mr. Raphael: What about the worker?
Mr. PIE SSE: He is at least just as well

off as is th' farmer. I hope that by sym-
pathetic administration, by every assistance
that Parliament can render in the way of
cheaper transport for the farmer's pro-
ducts, by improved marketing facilities and
with the continued assistance of the Agri-
cultural Bank and the expert officers of the
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departmient, the og-ricultural industry will
soon be t,±stowed to prosperity. Until that
is done we as a ionnaunity are going to
suffer; because after all we are dependent
almost solely upon the success of that in-
dustry. We know what the goidmining in-
dustry has meant to us in the past, and we
hope it will mean a lot to us in the future;
but we must protect those on the land and
remove all doubt about their security ol
tenure. We can only hope that every
facility wvill be given by both the Federal
and State Parliaments to keel) our people
on the land.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [&.7]: 'May I
express the sympathy I feel in regard to
the passing of the late Mr. W. T. Richard-
son, who was the departmental expert in
the care of poultry and eggs. Mr. Richard-
son did a tremendous amount of good work
and the Amalgamated Poultry Farmers very
much appreciated him, and are deeply
grieved at his death. It is gratifying to
know that whereas until a little while ago
there were two bodies in the poultry indus-
try, they are now amalgamated into a very
vigorous association doing a great deal of
work. Prices have improved recently, but
there is no real marketing organisation, and
I regret it. I know wvhat is being done in
.New South Wales and Queensland, and
I am firmly convinced that something on
the same lines must ultimately be done
here. The egg industry offers almost un-
limited opportunities; indeed, our farmers
are beginning to recognise its importance,
and so more and more the production is in-
creasing. Apart from that, a large number
of persons previously unemployed have
taken up egg productidn. That is a good
thing. In the whole of this work, in the
matter of organisation great assistance was
given by the late Mr. Richardson. His heart
was in the improving of the marketing
organisation, lbut as a Government officer he
could not take part in that. I realise some
of the many difficulties the department
hove to face. The greatest difficulty in the
fruitgrowing industry is the incidence of
fruit fly. I am sorry that up to date full
suece~q in the control of the pest has not
been reached. Greater care should be taken
in respect of week-end and home orchards,
particularly in the metropolitan area. Not
long ago a statement appeared in the Press
concerning the number of fruit flies caught

in a small home orchard in the metropoli-
tan area.

The 'Minister for Agriculture: Those
orchards are the greatest menace of the
lot.

Mr. SAMPSON: I ami glad the M_%inister
realises that, and I hope it wiUl be poaaiblc
to take effective steps to carry out the pro-
visions of the Plant Diseases Act. No other
menace is so difficult to handle as that of
the fruit fly. In different districts as, for
instance, Spearwood and Gosnells, comn-
inunity efforts have been made and have
been fairly successful. Unfortunately those
efforts are voluntary, and consequently
those who enter into the spirit of the effort
do not represent the whole of the growers,
with the result that the community effort
has not been as effective as it would be if
it were made compulsory. I am not
going to labour that, for I am convinced
the Minister appreciates the position, nod
I hope that greater control will be exer-
cised in the metropolitan area as well as in
the outside areas. It is futile for those
who depend on fruitgrowing for a living
to carry out what is necessary if those in
the metropolitan area fail to do their share.
I myself have caught hundreds of flies in
a little garden I had near Perth. But it
is not possible for any individual to handle
this difficulty; the provisions of the Plant
Diseases Act should be enforced, which
would mean a very big step towards im-
proving the conditions. We have heard a
great deal about the development of plots
in the schools. I hope the Minister when
replying will inform the Committee what
the Department of Agrienlutre is doing in
this respect to assist the Department of
Education. T realise that all the tuition
that can be given to children at school
will have a von- _'rcat effect later in life.
This applies not only to the fruit-growin~g
distt, but to the wheat districts, and to
those districts where primary production is
the essential industry. I am delighted to
note the efforts put forward by the Primary
Producers' Association and by other bodies
to stahilise the price of whole miIl This
is a work that is long' overdue. The way in
wvhich many of our dairymen have been ex-
ploited in the matter of prices has been dip-
graceful. Milk has been brought into Perth
ostensibly for whole milk purposes, and it
has been said on nmnny occasions that the
mrilk has been in excess of requirements and
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has been used for butter making. During
the last few months the Growers' Marketing
Association has been formed.

Mr. Hegney: Who is chairman of it?
Mr. SAMPSON: As the hon. member

represents a fruit-growing district, I hope
we shall have his assistance.

Mr. Hegney: We grow very little fruit,
mostly pigs.

Mr. SAMPSON: The bon. member can
probably- appropriately represent those
growers, and there is no reason why the
association should not give consideration to
that phase of primary production. I am
pleased it has; been found possible for the
as~ociatio,, to becomne affiliated or amalga-
mated with the Primary Producers' Asso-
ciation. To express it more correctly, it is
a section of that body, and we are hopefual
that the organisation will be effective in im-
proving, the status of those who depend
upon small farm products for a living.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The association is
a political body, is it not?

Mr. SAMPSON: That is not so.
Hon. W. D. Johnson: What is the Prim-

ary Producers' Associationl
Mr. SAMPSON: It has more than, one

object in view.
Mr. Raphael: Cutting down the workers'

wages and annihilation of the Labour Party.
Mr. SAM1PSON: I am prepared to sup-

port the annihiltion of the Labour Party
se. far as it is represented by thle
bon. member. I am not here to
advocate the claims of the Primary
Producers' Association, but it is pos-
sible to belong to that organisation and
not be influenced by its brand of politics.
I regret that we did not have the assistance
of the association when the Bill to provide
for the marketing of eggs was before Par-
liament. The time will come, however,
when support will be given to such a mea-
sure. It is only a matter of members get-
ting a fuller realisation of the importance
of the industry and the absolute need that
exists for organisation. It is a sad com-
mentary on the consistency of certain mem-
bers when they approve of compulsion in
one direction and deny it in another. The
sandalwood legislation is a measure of com-
pulsion. The Egg Marketing Bill was a
measure of compulsion but there was
strenuous opposition to it. During last
season Western Australian apple growers

have come into the limelight. In England
in June last an Imperial apple exhibition
was held.

Mr. Panton. You told us that the other
night on the Lands Estimates.

Mr. SAMPSON: Then there is no doubt
ats to its truth.

Mr. Raphael: That would not naturally
follow.

Mir. SAMPSON: Not only the first prize,
but several other prizes, were won by West-
ern Australian apple growers. A greater
area of land should he released by the For-
ests Department and made available for
fruit production.

Mr. Raphael: To send the good ones to
England and sell the scrubs to us.

Mr. Panton: Is not one scrub enoughI
Mr. SAMPSON: I heard of a man who

complained that there were several bad ap-
files in a case, but he said, "I will take you.
word regaarding the rotten apples." I am
prepared to take the hon. member's word.

Mr. Raphael: That is more than I anm
prepared to do with you.

Mr. SAMPSON: The winning of those
prizes had a far greater significance than
the mucre value of the prizes. It showed
how suitable was our land for the produc-
tion of apples, and I hope that greater
areas will be made available for apple pro-
duction. Mr. Carne, of the Department of
Agriculture, recently returned from the Old
Country, and brought with him some excel-
lent information on the subject of market-
ing. We have also had advice from Mr.
Manger, of the Federal Co-operative Co.,
operating in London. Both those gentlemen
are well qualified to advise as to marketing
commodities in the Old Country. When T
wais in London I had the pleasure of meeting
Mr. Mauger and hearing from him a good
deal about the dangers to be avoided by ex-
porters of fruit to the Old Country. T feel
convinced the Minister will give all possible
consideration to the remarks of those experi-
enced and qualified gentlemen.

Mr. Raphael : What did you learn in
Malta?7

Mr. SAMPSON: In Malta, as here, birth
control is not practised as rigorously as it
might be. Western Australian fruit pTO-
ducts have successfully competed with those
from California, and when one says that,
one has said everything. Western Australia
and California enjoy similar climatic condi-
tions, and when we can hold our own against
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California, we can hold our own against the
best producers of fruit in the world. I hope
the greatest possible consideration will be
extended to the producers who are trying to
drag a living out of the land by means of
fruit growing. When the Water Supply
Estimate, come before the Committee, I
shall have something to say on that point.

The Minister for Works: I hope that is
not a thieat.

Mr. SAMPSON : No, it is on indication
of appreviation on my. part of the fact that
the Water Supply Department authorities
are persisting in a fallacious policy. Let me
refer briefly to tobacco growing. There are
great opportunities in Wcstern Australia for
this industry, but 1 hope that those who en-
gage in its production will not regard it as
a get-ich-quick p~roposition. It is a form of
production that requires considerable care.
Insect pests attack the tobacco plant just as
they attack other plants. I am sure every
memb~er will agree that the imposition by the
Federal Government of sales tax on spraying
materials is in the highest degree unfair. It
is regrettable that whenever a body of men
set out to accomplish something in the way
of production, our Federal masters try to
stop them,. Spraying materials used to
combat orchard pests should be exempt from
sales tax. It is a short-sighted policy that
insists on imposing the tax, thus deprivring
the country of new wealth. The pests that
attack fruit are so numerous and deadly
that there is nothing to be compared with
them. There are the San Jose scale, fungus
diseases of different kinds, thrip, caterpillar,
and, wvorst of all, the fruit fly. To treat all
those pests, spraying materials are needed.

MR. PATRICK (Greenough) [8.27]: The
M partnent of Agriculture is chiefly con-
cerned with agricultural instruction and re-
search. I intend to conifine my remarks
wvithin those limits. There can be no doubt
of the importance of agriculture. Directly,
thk deportment is a spending department,
but indirectly it exercises an immnense in-
fluence on the revenue of departments, liar-
tivulul y the Railway IDepartmuent. Over 300
years ao an Engllish writer, Cowley, then
chliefly renowned as ii poet, hut now better
known for somne of his essays, w-rote a fine
esav o r, agriculture, in mvhieh he stated-

As for the necessityl of this art, it is evident
enough, since this can live without all others,
and no other without this. This is like speech,

without which the society of man cannot be
preserved; the others like figures and strophes
of speech, which serve only to adorn it.

In the course of his essay he proceeded to
point out that schools had been established
for tcachiug dancing and things of no ma-
terial benefit, but that there was no school
to teach agriculture. 'Nowadays we have
altered that, and we arc giving instruction
in agriculture in schools, colleges and univer-
sities. In the principles of agriculture there
is nothing new to learn since Virgil, the
Latin paet, wrote his pastoral poems over
2,000 years ago. le there dealt with s375
tenis such as following, rotation of crops,
value of legumes and so forth. In fact, he
wrote so well that agriculture became a fad,
and was largely taken up by the populace.
In our day the Premier waxed so eloquent
about the virtues of agriculture that we had
business men and even politicians going on
the land, but no doubt they found that
something 'more than merely taking up land
was necessary to make a success of it. There
is such a thing- as experience, and although
I Was brought up on the land and As edu-
cated in the theory of agriculture, I have
still ninny things; to learn. If I had known
15 years ago what I know now, I should
have been a great deal better off. When I
first went up to inspect land, the Govern-
ment land guide showed me some rather
beantiful country. He said, "You do not
want to take this land because there is a
noxious weed growing upon it." This weed
was 2 or 3 feet high and looked very green.
I would have nothing to do with that land.
It tuarned out, however, that the noxious
weed referred to was the blue tupic. Two
thousand years ago Virgil extolled the vir-
tuies of lupin in his pastoral poems, and
2,000 years afterwards we find people call-
ing it a noxious weed. Some few years
later, when I was planting loping, there were
other people roundabout engaged in pulling
them up. I congratulate the proprietors of
the "West Australian" on the interest they
have taken in the lupin-growing- competition.
They' have given a great fillip to the grow-
ing of lupins wherever this fodder has been
tried. Nevertheless, I think it would be very
difficult to grow lupins as they grow in the
coastal areas, and in the neig~hbourhood of
Geraldton and to the north of that town,
because in those districts the lupin is not
cultivated; once it is established it becomes
permanent and cannot be wiped out. The
stock wvill always tread in sufficient to re-
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seed the plant, and it can then hold its own
with any weed or plant life that comes along.
I was referring to the value of experience.
One man took up a block in my neighbour-
hood. There had been no stock upon it for
12 months. He ask-ed me how much stock
the land would carry, and I told him what
I thought. There was a good deal of grass
upon it. He went away, and put on double
the number of stock. He wanted advice,
but thought he knew better than I did. At
the end of the summer most of his stock
were dying. Rumnour has it that the Upper
Chapman State Farmu may be closed. I do
not know whether that is so or not. The de-
partment are working it now on entirely
'wrong lines. That is not wheat country. It
is really suited for dairying and the
laising of fat lambs. In my opinion the
Government should have specialised there in
fat lambs, to show people in the district
vwhat could be done in that industry. Ex-
perimnents in dairying should also have been
conducted.

The Minister for Agriculture: Do you
think the farm should be closed?

Mr. PATRICK: It wvould be foolish to
close it. Even as a wheat-breeding farm it
has proved its value, but the Government
,should conduct experiments along the lines
T have indicated. The Minister for Lands
referred to the future that lay before Gcr-
ilton as a port for the export of fat
lamnbs. He is quite right in his judgment.
lYrom the dairying and fat-lamb point of
view, that country is far superior to the
South-West in its commercial and economic
value.

Mr. J. I. 'Mann: The Minister is not a
prophet.

Mr. PATRICK: He was not prophesying,
bat merely stating a fact. The possibility
is there and proof of it has already been
afforded. With top-dressing this country
can be enormously improved, and can he
turned into dairying and fat-lamb country
at a fraction of the cost that has to be in-
curred in the South-West. Further out
from the rpper Chapman is the Dartmoor
area. Before tie Labour Government went
in for the 3,500 farms scheme, it is a pity
they did not exploit this part of the State
from the point of view of dairying and
wheat growing. The blocks furthest away
are within 100 miles of the port. Over
200,000 acres of land have already been
surveyed for selection. The Government

have an experimental plot out there, but
I do not know that one is necessary.
The land has been proved for 30 miles
out from Dartmoor over a series of
ycars as good wheat-growing country with
-A comparatively low rainfall. The Direc-
tor of Agriculture slipped rather badly
when lie condemaned it a few years ago as
ai wheat-growing proposition, on the ground
that the rainfall was insufficient. Rainfall
is not the only factor in wheat growing.
This is land of a light texture, although it
carries heavy timber. It will probably grow
wheat better on a 10-inch rainfall than
Gther country will do with a 16-'ich aina-
fall. This has already been proved. Ex-
perience counts for a good deal in estimat-
iiig the value of light land in the northern
districts. This used to be referred to as
sannd-plain, but now it is more politely
termed light land. Last year I ploughe4I
300 acres of this class of country with a
disc plough atid sowed it with oats and
lupins, and this year it is carrying a mag-
niificent crop. A few years ago I might
h-ive looked upon it as valueless lind. One
can see immiiense possibilities foT this type
ef country. A considerable amount of crit-
icism has been levelled at Dr. Teakie be-
cause of his report upon the salinity of cer-
tain lands. He is probably quite correct
in his findings. He has merely examined
the land from the scientific point of view,
and found a certain quantity of salt in it.
That is all he had to show. The Lands De-
partment must now take the responsibility
of saying -whether the land will grow wheat.
Dr. Teakile has had considerable experience
in America of land of a similar type. I
do not understand the reference of the Min-
is.ter for Lands to sulphate of manganese.
The chief thing used in the United States
in salty country is sulphate of lime or
gypsum. There is any amount of -gypsum
in Western Australia and that is far more
efficient for the purpose than sulphate of
manganese. Dr. Teakle found a lot of salt
in the land, and the problem facing the
department is to combat it. As a rule
scientists do not exaggerate. I once at-
tended a meeting of farmers. Amongst
those present was a highly qualified scien-
tist, and the other was a well-known agri-
cultural expert. There was a certain prob-
lem confronting the farmers, andI one of
them put certain questions to those two

011
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gentlemeu. The agricultural expert got up,
an.ld after goirng round, tinder and over the
.subject for a quarter of an hour, he left
tic one ainy the wiser. The scientist, onl the
other harnd, said, "I migni give you a hun-
dred and one reasons why this occurred,
and probably would be wrong in each ease.
The best thing I canl tell 'you is that I know
nothing about it." We do get the trufh
from scientists, and that is probably
what we have got from Dr. TeakIc.
The relative value of horses and tractors has
been referred to. That is a matter of
economics. The increase in the production
of wheat in the world is largely due to the
number of tractors employed i the United
States. The machines ore purchased so
cheaply there and the fuel is so cheap that
millions of horses were scrapped and an imi-
nmense quantity of wheat was produced.
Hundreds of thousands of men were put off
farms because tractors were found to be
more economical than horses. If we could
discover fuel, such as has been discovered in
the United States, there would be ao question
about the value of tractors here. In South
Australia tractors are being worked with
charcoal and wood, and if the same principle
could be applied here, there would probably
ho an additional call for those implements.
The Government of South Australia have ex-
perimented for some time with a tractor that
has been run on wood and charcoal. The
department here could conduct similar ex-
periments with considerable benefit to the
State.

Mr. Raphael: That would mean taking
more mna away from the industry.

Mr. PATRICK: Had it not been for the
tractors then in use, the 50,000,000-bushel
yield last year would not have been har-
vested. There are not enough horses in the
whole Commonwealth to take the place of
the tractors if they' were all scrapped to-
morrow. I wish to pay a tribute to the work
that is being done by Mr. Newmn of the
Agricultural Department. His work is not
spectacular, hut it is of immense benefit to
the State. I hope he will be able to find
mealns to overcome the blowfly trouble and
also the red mite. Already we learn that the
red mite has been found north of N\orthamp-
ton, so that it is spreading rapidly. The
member for Ilt. Magnet (Haln. M. F. Troy)
referred to the Director of Agriculture, and
said he thought the department should be
runi by an Under Secretary. I do not agree

with that view. He said the Director was
not suitable as head of the department be-
cause he dlid not possess the necessaray all-
round knowledge of agriculture.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Not exactly that.
He said lie would do better if he were doing
the work of administration.

Mr. PATRICK: The principal business
of the Director is administrative. He has to
see that the men in control of the branchles
do their work properly. He should also
work in with them. The Director of Agri-
culture in South Australia, Professor Per-
kins, is one of the most efficient directors in
Australia. He was in my time Government
Viticulturist and Governmeat Horticulturist.
He knew nothing about agriculture, but he
has been a great success as a director.

Hon. P. Collier: Does the bon. member
suggest that any highly qualified specialist
should spend his time in administration?

Mrfi. PATRICK: No, but that is no bar to
a man being a successful director. I am not
criticisinig our director. iii Professor Lowrie
we had probably the most efficient Director
of Agriculture in our time.

Hon. P. Collier: If we have a man who is
an expert in wheat growing, why should we
take up his time dealing with fruit 9

Mr. PATRICK: Probably it would be
wrong to give him the job. It might be
better to keep him in his own department.
In his time Professor Lowrie was a judge of
all classes of stock, sheep, cattle and homes,
at the Adelaide Royal Show. Not only was
he one of the best judges in Australia, but
he possessed an unrivalled knowledge of
agriculture. He was such a strong-minded
man that no Minister could get on with him.

Hon. P. Collier: He is the sort of man we
want.

Mr. PATRICK: And he had to get out.
Hon. J. C. Wilicock: Perhaps he could

not get on with his Ministers.
Mr. PATRICK: He had different ideas.
Holl. P. Collier: In other words, the effi-

cient experts will not allow themjselves; to he
overruled by a Minister who does not know
anything about the matter.

Mr. PATRICK: That is exactly the point.
Hon.L P. Collier: It is a fact.

Mr. PATRICK: We now have a Minister
who possesses a knowledge of agriculture.

Ron. P. Collier: But there may be anl-
other Minister later ou without any know-
ledge of agriculture.
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The Minister for Agriculture: I am go-
ing to stick to the job.

11r. PATRICI: Various problems will
have to be faced in the future. We have
tecen dealing largely with new land1 and
there is the question of the maintenance of
iertility. That can be achieved oniy by
adopting a far better system of farming
than that adopted hitherto. To that end
the esperts of the department can largely
assist. If there is one department which
rather than others should not be allowved to
suffer from false economy, it is the Agii-
-cultural Department.

MR. BARNARD (Sussex) [8.47]: T
cannot let the opportunity pass without
congratulating the Government on the es-
tablishment of a stud farm in the South-
W'est. Such an establishment is essential;
and I regret it was not set up a few years
ago, as it would have saved the country a
good deal of money in the purchase of high-
class stock. In a dairying centre it is abso-
lately essential that the best of stock should
be procured, because it is just as cheap to
keep~ a good animal as to keep &. bad one.
The cattle recently imported are of excel-
lent class, and I am sure they will prove of
great benefit to the district. The cows are
of good quality, though the prices paid for
some of them are rather high. The Oov-
irnment have introduced into the district
sombe fine pigs, and in the near future the
(-lass9 of pigs produced there should be ex-
cellent. The Government have also started
an experimental grass plot, including
grasses from all parts of the world. In a
dairying district a number of grasses is es-
sential. At present Western Australia has
only a few grasses, whereas many tine
grasses natural to other parts of the world
would probably do well here. At the mo-
ment, in fact, seone imported grasses arc
doing very well indeed; and we are watch-
ing closely to see how they will carry on
through the summer. If we can introduce
grasses which will stand the summer season,
it will be an excellent thing for the South-
West. I am convinced that in the bale nc -
ing of fodders additional grasses will prove
beneficial to the stock. The member for
Albany (Mr. Wansbrough) has drawn at-
tention to small epidemics amongst stock at
Denmark. The same thing applies in the
South-West, and we look to the Agricul-
tural Department to have an eye kept on

this matter by officers who understand stock.
In a new district such as the South-West,
where the struggling settler has only a small
number of cows, the loss of even one or two
represents a great misfortune to him. A
reduction of two brings his number of cows
down from ten to eight, though he is still
called a ten-cow man. It is highly import-
ant that the Agricultural Department keep
a strict -watch on the diseases of cattle.
Like other members who have spoken, I do
not greatly favour the zone system. The
whole of my electorate, which covers a large
area, is practically a Jersey zone, except as
regards the cows kept by a few of the older
settlers. Every Agricultural Bank client
has to stock Jerseys. Although these arc
fne cattle, I believe that the utility cow is
required in the district. The milking short-
horn should be encouraged there as well as
the Jersey. The area is too large to be re-
stricted to one type of cattle, It should be
divided into several zones so as to allow
settlers to take on the cattle which they
prefer.

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.]

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Mon. P. D). Fcrguson-Irwin -Moore)
(8.51]: I appreciate highly the spirit in
which hon. members have criticised the
Estimates of my department. I realise
that their critic isins have been made with
the idea of helping, and some of then will
be of great assistance to me. I have been
surprised at the diversity of subjects dis-
cussed in connection with these Estimates,
subjects ranging from the Estimates them-
selves to marketing methods, proposed
legislation, farmers' debts, egg control,
birth control, and a score of other items-
all interesting, hut not all of them relevant
to the Estimates of the Agricultural De-
partment. I shall now endeavour to satisfy
members as to some of the questions they
have raised, and try to set at rest
doubts, existing in their mninds in con-
nection with various matters which they
have discussed. The member for Murray-
Wellington (Mr. MeLarty) was desirous of
ascertaining the position as to the testing
of cream at the various butter factories.
For his information, and for that of hon.
members generally, I wish to explain that
the responsibility is upon the butter fac-
tories themselves to test the cream which
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comes to them fromt their suppliers. Each
factory has its own tester, who is approved
of by the Agricultural Department as
being a man capable of doing the work.
Moreover, the expert advisers attached to
the dairying branch of the department,
periodically visit the factories and keep a
check on the work of the testers. There-
fore I do not think there is much reason
for suppliers, of butter fats to the factories
to believe that their interests are neglected.

M1r. McLarty: I)oes that apply to milk
factories alsoi

The MINIfSThR FOR AGR[CULTUIRE:
No; only to butter factories. The bon.
inember also raised the question of herd
testing. I know it was a matter of great
regret to him, as it was to me, that owing
to the difficult financial position with
which the Government were faced they
found it necessary to curtail the herd test-
iug operations of the Agricultural Depart-
ment. Stud herd testing has been carried
on for a long time, and is still being car-
ried on; but owing to the Commonwealth
Government having discontinued their ats-
sistance in the 1 drection of grade herd
testing, we have been forced to abandon
that work, which is not being done any -
where in the State to-day, Representations
have been made to the Commonwealth Bank
to induce them to assist us in this direction-
When in Melbourne last week, I. saw the
Chairman of the Commonwealth Bank
Board, and I think it extremely likely that
the hank wvill come to our assistance wvith a

grant, so that withi the help of the owners
of herds I hope the Government will be
able to reinstate grade herd testing. I feel
sure it is in the best interests of the dairy-
men of this State that it should be carried
on. Reference was also made by the hon.
member to the advisableness of legislation
dealing with the whole-milk industry. The
matter is one that comnes within the pur-
view of the Minister for Health, and I
cannot deal with it as Minister for Agri-
culture. The hon. member also rais ed the
question of noxious weeds. Some criticismn
was levelled at the department in connec-
tion therewitb. The bon, member himself
as a member of a local governi ng body
mnust realise fully that it is the province of
road hoards to deal with noxious weeds. All
that the department have to do in connec-
tion with noxious weeds is to see that the
local governing bodies stand up to their
obligations. It is a sorry state of affairs

when a Glovernment department has to
compel a body of elected representatives
of the ratepayers of ainy district to do their
obvious duty. Surely it is the duty of local
governing bodie., to try to keep their par-
ticular districts free of noxious wveeds,
which constitute a menace to every rate-
payer and to the State as a whole, I M vih
to impress upon all local governing bodies
in Western Australia that they should
stand tip to their obligations in this regard
and do their utmost to rid their districts
of noxious weeds which, if allowed to grow
fur a few yeans, seed profusely in nearly
every instance, and thereupon cause a great
deal more trouble in eradication than
would be the ease if they had not been
allowed to go to seed for a few years. If
there is any particular weed which a local
governing body regards as likely to consti-
tute a menace and therefore desires to have
placed on the list of noxious weeds, that
can be done by application to the depart-
ment. The member for Murray-Wellington
aiso referred to the red mite and lucerne
flea. The department have beeu actively
engaged in an endeavour to discover seiner
method by which these pests can be con-
trolled. 'Mr. Womerley, of the C.S.I.R.,
End Mr. Newman, the Entomologist of the
Agricultural Department, have been work-
ing- in conjunction towards this end. Quite
recently what is thought likely to be a use-
ful. parasite has been discovered in the
South-West.

Mr. Marshall: Why do you refer to it
-,s a parasite if it is usefuil? Can parasites
be useful?

The MNSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Of course they can. A parasite which would
rid us of the lucerne flea or the red mite
ii mild be very useful indeed.

Mr. Marshall: Then it would not he a
parasite.

The MIINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Whilst I am not prepared to say at this
st age that the parasite which has been dis-
covered will eradicate the lucerne flea,
nevertheless great hopes of this result are
entertained. However, until we are defi-
n itely assured of success, no definite pro-
nounenent can he made. Every effort
will be used to follow the matter up, so as
to utilise the parasite to the fullest possible
degree if we find that it will do the job
which we think it is capable of doing.
W"hen I first came to the Agricultural De-
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ptirtmeiit, I had, like many other farmers,
numerous notions that I hoped to put into
operation for the benefit of the agricul-
turists of Western Australia. But, unfor-
tunately, Ministers propbose and Treasurers
dis pose. Because I have been unable to
secure the amount of finance that I needed
to carry out my ideas, many of them have
had to be scrapped. One thing that I hod
hoped to see was the appointment of a
pig adviser in connection with the work
at the department. The member for Bev-
erley (3%r. J, 1. Mfann) raised this j1nes-
C on, and I wish to assure himn that the mat-
ter is not being- lost sight of, and that at
th~e very earliest moment, as 60011 as the
Treasurer can make the money available,
ain officer will be appointed for this pur-
pose.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Do you hope to get
a decent price for pigs or shall -we have to
s-acrifice themi as we are doing to-day?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The member for Guildford-Midland (Ron.
W. D. Johnson) is keen on the question of
zuaskting.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: It is all-important.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The departument I control deals with agri-
culture and we are not concerned with muar-
keting. I look forward to the time whemn
the department will be k-iown as the De-
pe~rtinent of Agriculture and Marketing be-
cause I believe the functions could he easily
combined seeing that they go together.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It is useless pro-
ducing more pigs at a loss.

The INMSTEE. FOR AGRICULTURE:
Pigs are not produced to-day at a loss.
The loss the farmers are making is in eon-
retion. with wheatgrowing, and the devel-

opment of pig raising will assist the wheat-
growers to make a profit out of their sur-
plus grain. The member for Beverley (Mr.
0. 1. Mann) referred to the purchase of

stlin.The policy of the department is
to encourage the pnrchase of stallions out-
side the State to the fullest possible extent.
In these days when the tractor is going out
of favour andi the horse is coming back to
favour, there is a big future for horse-
breeding in this State.

Mr. Patrick: The march of science wvill
roat stand still.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The best way we can encourage the horse-

ha ceding industry is to import the best type.
of stallion to improve the stock. I agree
with the bon. member when he says we
should import mares as wvell. If I could
Lave secured the necessary funds from the
Treasurer, I would have purchased maires
for one or two of the State institutions in
anl endeavour to breed high-class stock. At
the same time I (10 not think it is a func-
tion of the department to breed stock to
dispose of the animals at a profit but rather
to assist private individuals by subsidis-
iag the purchase of stud stallions.

Mr. J. I. Mfann: And brood mares, too.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

There is this to be said about the purchase
of mares that the mare proves profitable to
the owner, whereas by purchasing stallions
we can give practical assistance to 30 or 40
different breeders. One of the conditions
under which we purchase stallions is that
the animal miust travel in the districts where
he is located so that his services shall ha
available to any farmer desiring them. That
would be absolutely impossible if we assisted
anyone to purchase a mare. Any advantage
accruing would be to the purchaser himself;
the other settlers in the district would not
profit by that course. The member for Bev-
erley is a keen stockman and he raised the
question of the renovations required at the
saleyards at Midland Junction, That is one
of. the works I have endeavoured to a4ccom-
plish from, the inception of my regime as
Afinister in charge of the department. I re-
alised the absolute necessity of bringing the
yards up to date. The Labhour Government
had been good enough to provide sufli-
cient money to put abouat 50 per cent.
of the yards in order. That was done
by putting down concrete floors. The bene-
fuial result to the stockowners has been most
marked. The remaining 50 per cent, of the
floor space has been allowed to get into a
shocking condition. Maintenance costs have
represented a heavy drain on the resources
of the department, and continually recoin-
mendations have been made urging that the
balance of the floor space should he put in
order. At long last I am glad to be able to
inform the Comumittee that the Treasurer
has agreed to find the necessary money, and
the work will be proceeded with almost im-
mediately. That information will appeal to
stockowners generally. I regret it is not
possible to find sufficient money to concrete
the balance of the floor space and make it
uniform with the portion already attended
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to. It -would require several thousands of
Pounds' worth of cement to carry out that
work and, owing to the small Amount of
money that can be made available at the
presenit time, it has been decided to cover
the floor space with white gum sleepers.
While the timber will not prove as perman-
ent as concrete, white gum is one of the best
woods known in the world f or standing
in the round. 'I believe the sleepers will
last for many years to come. They will be
cut hr men on sustenance, and some have
been eut already. I believe the work will
Iprove entirely satisfactory to the stockown-
ers and they can rest assured that the abom-
inable floor that exists to-day will soon be
done away with.

lIon. J1. C. Wilicoek: Would not a bita-
inen surface have been cheaper?

The 2fINTISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No, white gum sleepers will be cheaper and
I doubt if bitumen -would prove satisfac-
tory. The member for Beverley referred
to stork licks. There are many proprietary
stock licks on the market and many farmers
buy them. It has been reported to the de-
partnment that the stock have benefited con-
siderably from those licks. While I agree
that that is so, I would point out to the
stockmnen of this State that the Agricul-
tural Department has placed a formula
on the market, which has proved very satis-
factory as a stock lick. It c-an be prepared
for ait expenditure of about one-half the
price charged by the owner-, of propietary
licks. We believe the lick the department
has suggested is as good as any of the
proprietary lines, and I want the farmers
of the State to know that in purchasing the
departmental prcparation, they wvill have one
that -will meet all their requirements. I wish
to reply to some of the renmarks; made by the
member for Mit, Magnet (Hlon. M.N. F. Troy)
last night. I -was pleased to note the mnod-
crate tonle adopted by that hion. member.
Owing to a small difference of opinion that
took place between the bon. member and my-
self in my offlce some time ago, I was led
to believe that bie would rake me fore and
aft in Parliament. I was a little apprehen-
sive a-; to what would take place.

l1on. J. C2. Willcock: Hle ik all right.
lon. P. CollierI: Tue lion. member is al-

ways fair.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICIULTU;RE:

I want to explain that the member for Mt.
Magnet was in my office with a deputation

to make representations on behalf of his
friends or constituents of his, and I told him
I considered he was distinctly unfair in ask-
ing me, as a new M1inister-Lit was shortly
after I had been appointed to my present
position-to do somethinig that lie would not
have asked my predecessor, his own 'Minis-
terial colleague, to do. He asked me to break
a regulation that had been promulgated by
his own colleague, and I refused to take
that action. I am sorry the hon. memiber is not
in his seat this evening because I would have
liked him to bear -what I intend to say. Hle
got very excited when T refused to do as lie
suggested, and lie assured me he would raise
the matter in Parliament and would show me
up. A&s it was, he was very moderate last
night and I am glad he did not say more
than he did. For my part, I shall not take
the matter any further.

Mr. Ken neally: Yon have gone so far by
way of innuendo-

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
There was no innuendo at all.

Mr. Kenneally: You might as well go the
fult distance and not leave the innuendo.

The MI1NISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
What innuendo have I left? The member
for MIt. 'Magnet is not like the member for
East Perth (Mr. Kenneally). The member
for Mt. ".Nagnet would not indulge in innu-
en does and f made no innuendo, nor did I
leave any inference to be dra-wn. I am glad
the matter has ended in this way, and I want
to assure the member for 31t. 'Magnet that
there is no animosity on my part, nor do I
believe there is any on his part either. I am
glad that the incident between us is closed;
it is finished so far as I am concerned.

Mr, Kenneally : Then why ventilate it
now.

The MINISqTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Because the hon. member referred to it last
night.

Mr, Patrick: I think he referred to an
officer of tie department; he said he was
satisfied with the Minister.

The 'MINISTER FOR AGRICUTURE:
That is another matter altogether. The inert-
her for Mt. MNagnet commented upon the im-
portation of cattle from Victoria. In fair-
ness to myself and the othiterg of the depart-
ment, it should be explained that the cattle-
imported from 1Vtoria were taken from dis-
tricts where no cases of pleuro-pacumonia
had occurred during the previous two years.
From the time when he himself previously
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purchased cattle from SZew South Wales, the
Victorian Government made strenuous efforts
to rid their State of pleuro-pneumonia, and
have practically succeeded in doing so. They
spent a lot of money in exterminating al the
cattle on farms where the disease had ap-
lpeared. The result is that to-day Victoria is
practically free of pleuro-pneumonia. That
is the difference between the position in Vic-
toria and in our own State, and explains
why we are prepared to purchase cattle in
VTictoria in districts that we know to be
clean, whereas we will not permit cattle from
the northern parts of the State to be brought
down to the southern parts, seeing that we
do not know that the northern areas are free
from pleuro. I shall say no more regarding
that phase of the question, because a Royal
Commissioner will shortly commence an in-
quiry regarding the stock regulations and
the pleuro line in the Kimberleys. The mem-
ber for Mt. Magnet also referred to the zone
system in connection with the dairying in-
dustry in the South-West, and other mem-
bers, too, raised the same question. That
policy was introduced after mature con-
sideration by the Superintendent of Dairy-
ing, the Director of Agriculture, and other
o fficers associated with them. After they had
discussed the question amongst themselves,
they conferred with the representatives of
the Royal Agricultural Society, and with
prominent cattle breeders and dairymen. As
a result of the discussions with the several
interests, the zone system became an accom-
plished fact. It was established in an en-
deavour to assist the dairying industr-y. It
was considered it would be better to have one
type of cow in each district rather than a
mixture of different breeds of cattle dis-
tributed throughout the one area. While I
realise it has not been possible to carry out
the scheme in its entirety, because there are
so many dairymen in each district who have
not received assistance from the Government
and can therefore purchase the particular
breed of cattle they fancy, on the other hand,
those farmers who have received Government
assistance are asked to purchase only the
type of cattle chosen for their particular
zone.

Mr. Mebarty: They cannot go in for other
breeds.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No, not with Government money. It will
be remembered that the zone system was in-
troduced mainly in the interests of the group

(18]

settlers. There is a vast difference be-
tween settlers of that type and the older
farmers of that area, who had their
own herds and knew so much more about
cattle and the dairying industry generally.
It was necessary to give definite and em-
phatic advice to group settlers, so that they
would embark on the right type of cattle.
Wherever we go in the South-West we see
a very marked improvement in the type of
cow as the result of this zone system.

Mr. Patrick: No, no.
The MINISTER POE AGRICULTURE:

It is a positive fact. Here is an instance of
the wisdom of a dairyman getting bold of
one particular type of cattle and concen-
trating on it: There are two well-known
dairymen side by side in the South-West,
both of them good, practical men. Each is
milking 74 cows. One of them does not be-
lieve in the zone system, but buys a dif-
ferent breed of bull every year. For a re-
cent month that dairyman's factory cheque
was £98. Side by side with him is another
dairyman on a slightly poorer farm. He
also is milking 74 cows. When he started
several years ago he decided to concentrate
on one breed, and has not changed from
that breed.

Mr. Patrick: What breed is it?
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

Never mind. From his 74 cows, his factory
cheque for the same month was £211.

Mr. McLarty: That is exceptional.
Hon. P. Collier: For how long has that

test been going on?
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

I can only say that both men have been in
the industry for a long time. Those cream
cheques were for the month before I was
down there. When those two men started
they had cows of somewhat equal produc-
tivity. I could not see any difference in
their cows. But one man has been mixing
his bulls, getting one of a different breed
every time. To-day he has a mongrel herd,
whereas the other man has been buying
bulls of one breed, with the result that his
cream cheque is very considerably higher
than his neighbour's.

Mr. Patrick: He is not a practical dairy-
man.

The MINISTER FOR{ AGRICULTURE:
They are both practical dairymen. Re-
garding this zone system, I have here a
communication I received a little time ago.
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It should be of interest to members. it
reads as follows:

It is fatal for a mran to shirt off, say with
a Jersey bull; when that animal's heifers are
0lrl enough for breeding he looks around for
another bull, and is not particular about its
breeding. But because lie has heard someone
say that Ayrsbires are hardier, he buys an
Arshire hiail to mate with the Jersey heifer,
and when the resultant progeny of this cross
arc ready for milking, a milking Shorthorn
hull is procured with the idea of giving more
site or more saleable steers. And again with
the nest generation he uses a Friesian bull,
with the thought of increased milk flows. And
after all these years of breeding he now ex-
pacts an animal which has a combination of
the advantages of all the breeds enumerated,
namely, rich high-testing milk, hardy large
frames, and heavy milkers. But what the far-
mer really has after his 12 or 15 years of
breeding is a mixed nondescript mongrel; hard,
all sizes, colours, tyes and worst of all, no ira.-
provement in production, but really a more
definite mongrel than when he started, due to
the conflict of type of each breed with each
mating. On the other hand, with a defined
system of breeding and the selection of a breed
of sire to suit the climate, pasturage, and
marketing conditions for the produce, and a
staunchness in keeping to that breed, with each
generation a definite improvement is shown.

Mr. Patrick: We all agree with that.

Hon. W. D. Johnson : It is a grossly ex-
aggerated case.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The member for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo)
referred to our surplus sheep problem.
This is one of the very great difficulties ini
our pastoral areas.

Hon. P. Collier: The member for Gas-
coyne does not know very much about that
subject.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
He is a practical man where sheep are con-
cerned.

Hon. P. Collier: No, he is not a sheep
man. What he knows about is banana
growing.

The CHAIRMAN: Order, order!
Thle MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

The member for Gascoyne is an experieneed
banker, an experienced sheep man, and
iti experienced in station management. I
agree with him that one of the very great
problems we have to face is the disposal of
our surplus sheep. Due, of course, to many
years' development in the southern portion
of the State, as well as in the pacitoral
areas, the established pastoralists of the
North in the past were able to get rid of

their surplus stock. But to-day, unfortu-
nately, they cannot do so. Nor is there any
demand in the markets of the world for
canned mutton. At onle time we thoughit
to get rid of our surplus stock by canning
it. I do not know what is going to be done
with that surplus. I heard of a pastoralist
in the 'North who sold several thousands of
sheep at is. per head.

Mr. Coverley: What class of sheep!
The MINIUSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

A very decent class.
Mr. Coverley: I bet they had ticks as

long as their tails.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULtURE:

They were of a very decent class, arid they-
came from a station whose wool has al-
way3s fetched top price. I think something
might be done in the extension oF the trade
with Java and the Dutch East Indies with
some of these sheep, and I have been mak-
ing inquiries to see if that market can be
exploited, for I can discesi no other
avenue for getting rid of those surplus
sheep. As the Leader of the Opposition
said last night, the difficulty lies in the lack
of transport. If we could have a regular
fortnightly service of boats with the Dutch
East Indies, I think ire could get rid of
many of our surplus sheep. But there is
no trade to warrant the frequent runnuirig
of the boats. From the other side of the
world our competitors have a reg-ular ser-
vice of boats to Singapore, and so they are
in a position to supply that market with
the meat which we should be supplying, in
view of our superior geographical position.
But they hare the trade established, where-
as we hare not. It is difficult to displace
their trade, and until we can build up ours
ott a sufficiently large scale to warrant the
frequent running of boats, we shall be up
against a very great difficulty in this re-
gard.

Ron. P. Collier: That is quite true.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

The member for Guildiord-Midland (Hon.
W. D. Johnson) in discussing these Esti-
mates at sonic length did not once refer
to them, but discussed marketing, which
he said ivas a vital question to the primary
producers of Western Australia. I agree
-with him. It is more or less an obsession
with the hon. member, and a lot of its do
not accept his viewpoint.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Unfortunately for
you the farmers do.
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
To 111(1t of uts any interference with what
has been regarded as the ordinary chan-
nels of trade and commerce is more or less
anathema. But I am having it borne in
(!a mle that owving- to combinations of other
sections of the community, which react to
the prejudice of the producer, the time is
coming when the producer will have to do
something in the direction which is always
being advocated by the member for Guild-
ford-Midland. As to whether it is wise to
insist upon control in all our marketing I
urn not prepared to say, but I think that
unless the commercial community of Aus-
tralia, which has the big end of the stick in
connection with this business, is prepared
to give the pinou a~UC nuiOV satisfactory)
deal in future than he has had in the past,
the producer will have to turn his atten-
tion to controlling his own marketing
operations and be independent of those
who a making more out of it than he is
at present. However, the department I con-
trol is an advisory department, and has
nothing to do with marketing, and until
the time comes when it may he altered, not
very much can he done by us. The member
for Albany referred to the investigations
becing made into the wasting disease in
cattle in the Denmark area. He misrepre-
sented the matter slightly, for he criticised
the Gloverinmeint for spending so small an
amount on those investigations. He quoted
£500, but if he refers to the Estimates he
will see that the proposed expenditure thi.

Yeris £735. Everything is being done
that can he done with the limited amouut
available for this purpose on the farm we
have taken over from a group settler in the
Denmark area. It has been definitely es-
tablished that sheep contract this wasting
disease just as well as do cows and calves.

Mr. WNAnshrough: Pigs also.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTUJRE:
We have definitely decided to conduct our
investigations with sheep. To that end we
have purchased some sheep and sent them
down to that farm, where investigations are
being carried out by MrIt. Pilmer, the depart-
mental expert. We have there also an agri-
cultural adviser, with a group settler to
assist him. The whole of the operations are
being supervised by Dr. Gilruth of the
Council of Scientific and Industrial Re-
search. Dr. Gilrnth was in Western Aus-
tralia recently, and visited the farm, and I

am able to say that the investigations being
made met with his approval. The hon.
mnember said the department should not
hide its light under a bushel, but should
report the result of its investigations up to
date. Unfortunately the results so far ob-
tained are not sufficiently definite to war-
rint announcement, and until we can get
positive results it would be improper to
make any statement which might not be
confirmed by later results, and so might
mislead the Denmark farmers. The mem-
ber for Kimberley referred to projeected
land settlement in his district. This is not
a matter for my department. He should
take it up with the Lands Department in an
endeavour- to get that area wvhich he says is
suitable for settlement, settled. When it is
settled my department will do its utmost
to assist the settlers to make good. The hon.
members referred also to the fact that we
had reduced the vermin rate, and that in con-
sequence stockmen in his electorate who
busied themselves trapping dingoes were
unable to make a living in the off season.
I have only followed in the footsteps of my
predecessor-, who reduced the rate. I did
itot reduce it any further than he did, and
T applaud Iiiiu for having made the reduc-
tion.

Mr. Coverley: Are you sureq
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

I am not in the habit of making statements
of which I am not sure.

Mr. Coverley: I think he reduced the
rate, not the bonus.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am referring to the rate, not the bonus.
The rate is the same to-day as when it was
fixed by the a-Minister for Agriculture.
It has been necessary to reduce the bonus,
because there was not sufficient money in
the fund to continue payments at the old
rate.

Mr. Coverley: Owing to your reducing
thme tax a second time.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am able to pay out in bonuses only what
is collected by the Commissioner of Taxa-
tion by way of tax and handed to me, and
unless pastoralists and farmers are pre-
pared to pay a higher rate, it is impossible
for me to pay a higher bonus. Much as I
regretted having to reduce the bonus, I was
compelled to do so owing to the amount to
the credit of the fund becoming rapidly
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depleted. It is unfortunate that that has
been necessary, because I am convinced that,
had we been able to continue to pay the
higher bonus on dingoes, in the course of
a few years we would have nearly exter-
minated them from the State. Foxes, of
course, have largely increased and the bonus
has been cut down to a very small sum. If
it is reduced any further, it might as well
be wiped out altogether. The member for
Swan (11r. Sampson) asked what was be-
ing done regarding school plots. That is
the province of the Education Department,
who have their own Superintendent afi
Rural Schools. That officer avails him-
self of the services of the experts attached
to the Department of Agriculture, and they
assist hii in every way possible. They
assist also by the provision of seed
in certain instances, all(1 I aml glad
to say that the result has been very
beneficial in those rural schools where the
teachers and the scholars have been suffi-
ciently interested to take up this work. I
should like to see the work extended. I be-
lieve it is a very useful -work. We want to
educate the rising generation in an agricul-
tural way. In fact I consider that too much
money has been spent in this State on
educating counter-jumpers, lawyers, doctors
and teachers, and not enough on agricultural
education. I should like to see a lot more
spent in that direction. The Collier Govern-
ment did something of this kind by establish-
ing the 3luresk Agricultural College. That
will stand to the credit of the e-Premier for
all time.

Hon. P. Collier; One of die few things I
feel proud of.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It is one of the lbings that make me proud
of the hon. member.

Hon. P. Collier: 'Will you erect a tablet
there when I die?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Ihope it will he a long time before that is

necessary. The work at Muresk is being
continued. The first batch of two-year stu-
dents have been turned out, and they are
now scattered throughout the length and
breadth of the State. I believe they will
make their mark amongst the agricultural
coniinity. Western Australia will always
be an agricultural country. I believe that
the leaders of Western Australia ought to he
agriculturists, and I believe that the ex-

students of Mureqk will be amongst the
leaders of the public life of the State after
they have made good on their farmus.

Hon. P. Collier: Hear, hear!
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

lDuring Show week I had an opportunity of
attendin?- a dinner arranged by ex-students
of Muresk College. They have an as'socia-
tion of students which they intend to keep
going, and as the college grows older, the
association will increase in ,iumbers. The
member for Swan asked what was being
done i-egarding the cultivation of tobacco.
Tobacco is one of those tricky plants that is
likely to give a lot of trouble to the people
who engage in its cultivation. It is not a
crop that comi be grown by an inexperienced
man. Everyone who embarks on tobacco
cultivation has quite a lot to learn, but I am
glad to say that its cultivation is extending
in this State, and that this year sufficient
seed has been sent to the country districts to
sow 3,000 acres of tobacco. I do not think
that 3,000 acres will be sown, because far-
mers waste a large portion of their seed in
experimental work. I do not think that the
whole of it will be planted to advantage, but
I amn hopeful that the crop to be harvested
as a result of this year's sowing will show a
considerable increase. There is little doubt
that the quality of tobacco grown in certain
soils in certain districts in this State is as
good as anything that can be produced in
Australia. Surely we in this State should be
able to produce sufficient tobacco to meet our
own requirements! I should like to refer to
the fat-lamb industry, because I believe it
is going to he one of the biggest industries
of the State. Some years ago, in an en-
deavour to foster the export trade in lambs,
(uite a lot of money, private and govern-
nental, was spent on the establishment of

the Western Australian Meat Works at Fre-
amatle. While those works have been more
or less a white elephant to those who in-
vested money in them, as well as to the Gov-
ernment, nevertheless they have acted as a
safety valve and as an insurance against the
time when Western Australia would have a
surplus of lambs for export. That time has
arrived, amid I believe that in the near future
the works will he utilised to their fullest
capacity. Last year we exported 28,000
lambs treated at the works, and this year
we have already treated 44,000, of which
:15,000 have been shipped and the balance
are in store. Members wvill have noticed a
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paragraph in the "West Australian" deal-
ing 'with the shipment of lambs sent away
early this year. It says-

Western Australian lamnbs were exhibited at
Smaithfield to-day for the first time and made
a favourable impression, Southdown being out-
standing. Exporters gave the opinion that they
equalled the best, with the additional advan-
tage of proximity to market compared with the
Eastern States of Australia.

The Departmnent of Agriculture have been
conducting a campaign of encouraging fat-
lamb breeding, and we have felt it incumbent
on us to inculcate into the minds of farmers
proposing to embark on this industry that
they should breed the right type of lamb. If
we are going to achieve success, it is essen-
tial to place on the overseas market the
type of lamb that our customers there want
to bay. Tt is of no use our saying
that we are going to breed a type
that we believe does well in this State if
no one wants to buy it. We went to breed
the best we can of the type our customers
require. After the appointment of a com-
mittee consisting of experienced iamb-
raisers, in conjunction with experts of the
dlepartment, we have suggested that the best
type of lamb that can be raised for the
overseas market is a lamb by a Southdown
ram from a crossbred ewe. The ronittee
n'.d department do "ot say that that is the
cnly suitable type of lamb. What we do say
is that as a result of our experiments anti
of the experience in the Eastern States as
welt the progeny of the Southdown ram and
crossbred ewe is the best lamb for the over-
seas market, We want to encourage the
people who are engaging in this industry
to produce that type of lamb. If growers
consider that some other type is a little
better, or suits their particular condition-.,
there is no reason why they should not grow
that type, but the result of our experience
teaches that the lenmb T have described is
very Suitable for most of the districts of
Western Australia and that it is the type
the English buyer wvants for his table.

Hon. P. Collier: We ought to have a

relyexpert man to advise on that point.
The 'MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

To appoint such a man would entail un-
necessary expense, because we can get that
advice fromn those who control the market
in London, and we can easily see from day
to day the type of lamb that is bringing
the highest price per pound. That is what

we want. We want quality in our lambs
because the English buyer wilt pay for
quality every time.

Hon. P. Collier: That is the whole point.
Iwent through the Smithfield markets and

it was easy to pick out the New Zealand
lambs.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I believe that the fat-lamb industry will
muake great strides in this State. I believe
that the inner wheat belt, the South-West
and adjacent areas are eminently suitable
for the production of high-class lambs. T
believe that the outer pastoral areas should
concentrate on the production of merinoes,
and the outer agricultural areas might
easily embark on the production of a
crossbred ewe that could be sold in
the jiner agricultural areas, the South-West
end the Great Southern districts to become
the mothers of the export lambs after being
mated -with Southdown rams. If we do
that, we shall be proceeding on sound and
safe lines, and the efforts of our producers
will be crowned with success. For some
time 'Ministers in charge of the Department
of Agriculture have been endeavouring to
induce the South Australian Government to
allow our tomiatoes to go through South
Australia to Melbourne. There is a big
market in Victoria for early tomatoes.
Western Australia is particularly adapted
for the production of early tomatoes, especi-
ally in districts like Carnarvoa and Ger-
iton, which are free from frosts and

where the soil and climatic conditions are
s uitable. I am glad to inform members
that at last the South Australian Government
have agreed to our repeated requests and
that our tomatoes are now allowed to pass
through South Australia to Victoria under
certain conditions. I believe that Western
Australian tomato growers will reap con-
siderable benefit therefrom. As an indica-
tion of the growth of our tomato trade,
I should like to quote the number of cases
of tomatoes imported into Victoria last
month. The figures were-Froma Queens-
land, 21 eases: from Newv South 'Wales, nil;
from South Australia, 2,705; and from
Western Australia, 12,136 cases. That gives
an indication of the growth of the tomato
trade with Victoria. It is not likely that
that quantity will continue because Vic-
toria will be able to produce her own
supplies later on. Last year I discovered

4921



4922 [ASSEMBLY.]

ii ith regret that the wbeatgrowers of West-
ern Australia bad ntot utilised to the fullest
extent the pedigreed seed wheat grown at
tIe various State farms. At the close of
the season a portion of the crop had to be
sold as f.a.q. wheat. This wag very painful
to me after we had gone to such expense
and trouble to produce seed wheat on the
farms, but the growers were u rnable,
owing to their financial position, to pay
cash for the wheat and use it as seed.
Some of it had to be sold in the vicinity
of 2s. a bushel. This year T have evolved
a scheme whereby the growers. can get seed
wheat without paying cash. To those who
were prepared to give inc a bushel and a
half of f.a.c;. wheat, I said T would supply
with one bushel of pedigreed graded seed.
A fortnight ago I announced in the Press
that I was ready to receive applications for
this seed wheat. There would probably be
about 8,000 bags of seed available. Within
10 days of the notice appearing -we received
applications for no less than 25,000 bags
of seed. That will show what thle farmers
think of it, and will indicate their regret
that they were unable to use thle seed lasqt
year. This year',; seed will all bea utilised,
and none of it will be wasted. The member
for Beverley referred to the lpurella of
pigs and cowk- by the Government in the
Eastern States. These purchases were
effected out of a fund that was made avail-
able by the Rural Credit Branch of the Coi-
mionweaith Bank. The stipulation was that
the money should be spent in improving our
stock. Thle Superintendent of Dairying was
sent to the Eastern States to effect the pur-
chases. Yesterday I gave members particu-
lars9 of this stock. Those who have seen thle
animals say they are of a very high class.
They represent the best cattle we have been
aile to get from the Eastern States. It
follows that the growers there are not going
to sell their best stuff, bnt the beasts that
Mr. Baron Hay hang purchased are thle best
available. As an indication of the sound
judgment he displayed I would mention that
just before the Melbourne Royal Show lie
purchased some pigs, and these were exhib-
itedi at the show. Amongst the 12 sows and
two boa-, that he purchased the pigs, gained
at thle show the following prizes :-Champion
boar, reserve champion sow, two first prizes,
three scond prizes and one third. This is
an indication that MNLr. Baron Hay's judg-
mnent coineided with that of the judge at

the show. Our agriculturists have been
experiencing a ditficult time in thle last year
or two. I believe that the silver lin-
ing is now beginning to appear.
There is a better outlook than there wvas
12 months ago. f believe the result of the
elections in Great Britain wrill have a
marked effect upon the position.

Hon. P. Collier: Now, now!
The MINISTER FOR AGEICULTURE:

I think the result will be felt in the prie2!
of the commodities that we have to sell in
the markets of the old world. ]Juribg the
last few days there has been considerable
improvement in the price of wool. In to-
night's paper there is a statement to the
effect that at the Geelong salesi wool
fetched 21%d. a lb.

I-on. P. Collier: Was that following
upon the elections in Great Britain?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I do not say so. tt is the best price that
has been realised for wool in Australia, for
a long time. I hope it will be the fore-
rpunner of a steady improvement. I am
informed that wheat to-day is being sold
by the pool to millers at 3s. GVad. a bushel.
That is the best price that has obtaiined for
at long time.

Hon. P. Collier: For the last two years.
The 'MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

It is an indication that things aire improv-
ing.

Mr. Wan shrough: Does that include the
bonus?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We do not know anything about that. I
believe our farmers generally would get on
better if they devoted more time to mixed
farming operations instead of concentrat-
ing largely upon one line. That does not
refer so much to farmers in the South-
West., Farmers in the wheat belt have un-
fortunately concentrated too much on wheat
growing, and have neglected side lines. Too
many of them have bought their milk in
tins, hove not mnade their own jamn, and
have not kept pigs. I have always em-
harked upon every side line I could lay my
hands onl, and I think our farmers would
have been much better off to-day and would
not have felt the depression so much if
they had tried their hands at side lines;
instead of concentrating on one or two
things only. If we can induce them to
broaden their sphere of activities, and
the financial depression is a means of
making them do this, although the dose
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is difficult to take, much benefit will
accrue to them in the long run. The
officers of the department are working
whole-heartedly in this direction. They are
out to assist the farmers and give them the
best advice at their disposal. That is whst
the department exists for. If it does, not
do this, it will have failed in the purpose
for which it was created. Every officer is
anxious to do this to the best of his ability.

Hon. P. Collier: They are a good lot of
officers.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I was pleased to hear the references to the
honour conferred upon Dr. Bennett, who
has devoted himself So unselfishly to the
investigations into the dread Braxy-like
disease. It looks as if his efforts will be
crowned with success. I sincerely regret
the untimely death of our poultry adviser.
The late Mr. Richardson was an officer to
be proud of. He was wrapped up in his
work, and did much for those engaged in
the industry. People may have disagreed
with him, but they acknowledge that he was
highly respected and an upright and hon-
ourable man who lived for his job. He did
his work in the job and he took his, pleasure
and recreation in it. His job was his whole
interest in life. I deeply regret that at a
comparatively early age he has passed away
and that the department has been rendered
the poorer by his death.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-College of Agriculture, £67,830-
agreed to.

Vote-P ublic Utilities-Aborigines Nlative
Stations, £4,576:-

Mr. COVERLEY: The Estimates in this
case have been decreased by £826.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can
ask questions but cannot engage in a gen-
eral debate.

Mr. COVERLEY: I should like to know
why the tannery department has been closed
down. This was attached to the Moola
Bulla station, and cost many thousands of
pounds.

The Minister for Works: As the Minister
for Lands is not present, this vote might be
postponed.

Vote postponed.
[19]

Vote-Goldfields Water Supply Under-
taking, £.1184192:

Mr. MARSHALL:. Has any provision
been made for a reticulation system at
Wiluna, and is any money provided on the
Estimates for it?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: These
Estimates cover only the operating expenses,
salaries' etc. I have looked up the file
dealing with the matter. The Wiluna water
scheme is controlled by a board. The mem-
bers of it have asked the department to
find money to instal pumps at certain wells.
The Water Board is constituted under the
Act with power to borrow money, and they
have been advised to that effect. No money
has been provided on any of the Estimates
for this work.

Vote put. and passed.

Votes--Kalgoorlis Abattoirs,
Metropolitan Abattoirs and
t£26,349-agreed to.

£21,220;
Sale yards,

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.2 p.m.

legosatint Council,
Tuesday, 3rd November, 1931.

4Ea
Question. Unaemployment, Elsebboy and 'Hove&

caTPa . . 4923
Bills: Local 0oujis AtAeden......4924

Vermin Act Amendment (bia. 2), l1R......4928
Stam Act Amendment (No. 4), 2R,.......4928

.adTr and laconic Tax (No. 2), 2a. -... 4983
Dividend Duties Act Amendment, 2n.......4918

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-UNMPJOYBMT,
BLACKEOY AND HO YEA CAMPS.
Hon. E. H. IT ThAJJL asl~d the Chief Oec-
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